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NODDY LEADS THE TRIBUTES TO INFLUENTIAL MUSIC MAN, 76 



Promoter and manager Roger Allen 


SLADE frontman Noddy Holder has led the 
tributes to the man who got the band their first 
record deal. 

Roger Allen, dubbed the ‘Brian Epstein of 
Wolverhampton’ died aged 76 at his home in 
Perton from kidney and liver failure. 

Described as ‘one of the most influential and 
flamboyant personalities’ on the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton music scene, Mr Allen managed local bands 
in the 1960s and 70s and ran a number of city 
venues. 

According to Keith Farley’s oral history of 
the Wolverhampton group scene of the 1960s, 
Mr Allen began promoting from his front room 
in Merridale Street West around 1963. His first 
group, the Strollers, developed out of the social 
club at Courtauld’s - a manufacturer based in 


Dunstall and Whitmore Reans - and he went on 
to manage the Black Diamonds, Californians, 
Finders Keepers, the Montanas, and the ‘N Be- 
tweens. 

He even briefly looked after Slade, securing 
them their first ever record deal. Walsall-born 
frontman Noddy said: “He did manage us for a 
short time in the very late 60s. He was a charac¬ 
ter, I knew him very well. 

Career 

“He managed us for a time then as we began 
to find a bit of success he passed our contract on 
to Chas Chandler. He was a stepping stone for 
our career. He was a man about town, a colour¬ 
ful character.” 

Due to his influence over the city’s music 


scene, Roger was compared to Liverpool’s Brian 
Epstein - the man who found and managed The 
Beatles. 

Jake Elcock, a former Montanas bassist, said 
Mr Allen was a big force in the Midlands pop 
scene in the 60s and 70s. 

After leaving the Wolverhampton music scene, 
Mr Allen moved to Tenerife and became a top 
timeshare salesman. He married second wife, 
Donabel Chualim, on November 17, 2003. 

The pair moved back to Wolverhampton in 
2012 but Mr Allen fell ill in 2014 after a charity 
trip to Indonesia. He was in and out of hospital 
for the rest of his life and he died at home in 
Wordsworth Avenue at 2.51am on Saturday. He 
leaves behind his wife and two sons. 

• Inspirational - Page 2 


Ground torched just weeks after vandals strike 


ARSON ATTACK 
MAY CLOSE CLUB 


BOSSES at an historic football club were meeting this 
week to decide whether to call time following an arson 
and vandalism attack. 

Pelsall Villa could shut its doors after nearly 120 years after its com¬ 
mittee room and refurbished toilet block were torched. Dozens of plas¬ 
tic seats, donated by Stoke City, also melted. 

Sunday morning’s blaze came as the club was in the process of repairing extensive 
damage caused by vandals weeks earlier. The culprits ripped holes in walls and ceilings, 
smashed windows and threw red paint around. 

Chairman Darren Phillips says he is 
‘heartbroken’ and admitted the club could 
now fold after 119 years. Committee mem¬ 
bers were meeting once The Chronicle had 
gone to Press. 

He said: “We are devastated, absolutely 
devastated. It is heart breaking, it really is. 

We do not know where we go now. 

Enough 

“Me and Mark (Bentley, co-chairman) 
were down there in the morning and my 
initial reaction was enough’s enough. Do 
we throw £5,000 at it to let it burn down 
again? 

“It could be the end of our 119-year-old 
football club. We are three weeks away 
from the start of the season and it is un¬ 
likely we will have our ground ready,” he 
added. 

“We do not know if we can ground share, 
we do not know what the league will do 
either. We have a ground that no longer 
meets league criteria. I do not know where 


Report by Jack Averty 


to go now. After the last spate of vandalism 
everybody pulled together and there was a 
lot of money, time and effort put into the 
club to get it ready for the new season. 
There are no words to described what has 
happened.” 

The fire started just before 4am on Sun¬ 
day with West Midlands Fire Service send¬ 
ing one crew from Aldridge and one from 
Bloxwich to tackle the blaze. 

Pictures of the aftermath show parts of 
the club have been left absolutely gutted. 

Mr Phillips said: “The fire started in the 
committee room but it has spread to the 
new toilet block. Where the fire was electric 
cables run underneath and we do not know 
what damaged that has done.” 

West Midlands Police is investigating. 
Anyone with any information is asked to 
contact the force on 101. 



The aftermath of the blaze at Pelsall Villa’s ground in the early hours of Sunday 


SCHOOLS 

Expansion plans 
to meet demand 

SIX primary schools across Walsall could 
be expanded to create more than 100 addi¬ 
tional spaces in multi-million pound plans. 

Walsall Council wants to ‘significantly 
enlarge’ six schools by September 2019 
to keep up with demand. The work could 
cost more than £6.5 million with some of 
the schools needing extensions, alterations 
and in some cases new buildings. 

The proposals were being tabled 
this week with council bosses deciding 
whether to send them out for consultation 
in September. A report ahead of the meet¬ 
ing said: “It is proposed to significantly ex¬ 
pand six primary schools from September 
1 2019 in order to meet the projected in¬ 
crease in demand for places.” 

HOSPITAL 

Trust penalised as 
A&E targets missed 

THE trust running Walsall Manor Hos¬ 
pital’s ailing A&E department has been 
fined for missing targets. 

The Pleck Road site has not hit the 
required benchmark requiring 95 per 
cent of patients to be dealt with in four 
hours since May 2015. 

It means in just two months Walsall 
Healthcare NHS Trust has racked up 
£220,000 in fines for that failed stand¬ 
ard alone. 

EDUCATION 

Bosses pledge to 
improve standards 

BOSSES at a failing school say they are 
‘absolutely committed’ to improving stand¬ 
ards. 

E-ACT Academy in Willenhall will be reg¬ 
ularly visited by Ofsted inspectors after it 
was rated inadequate. 

A spokesman for E-ACT Multi-Academy 
Trust said: “We continue to be absolutely 
committed to turning around Willenhall.” 

• Deadline - Page 4 
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MISS BOWS OUT 
AFTER 42 YEARS 




WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller - Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 
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Noddy praise for inspirational teacher 



Slade star Noddy Holder 


WALSALL-BORN Noddy Holder 
backing a campaign to celebrate the 
teaching profession and is encouraging 
the next generation into the classroom. 

As the academic year draws to a close, 
people are being urged to celebrate a 
teacher who encouraged, inspired or 
supported them during their school 
years. 

The Slade star is one of many celebrity 
faces kick-starting the initiative to say a 
simple ‘thank you’ to a special teacher. 

As part of the initiative, the chart-top¬ 
per he recalled his days at T P Riley 
Community School in Bloxwich and his 


strict old history teacher. He said: “I 
went to a school called T P Riley Com¬ 
munity School in Bloxwich. 

“My history teacher was an ex-army 
disciplinarian. He was very, very old 
school. Very strict. But he was a genius. 

“He arrived one year into our O-Lev- 
els when our mock exam results showed 
us to be way, way below par, and taught 
two years’ worth of courses in one year. 

“A lot of people didn’t like him but 
I did, because I could see that he was 
snatching success from the jaws of de¬ 
feat.” 

The initiative, part of the National 


College for Teaching and Leadership’s 
Get Into Teaching campaign, aims to 
highlight the difference teachers make, 
and show prospective recruits how re¬ 
warding a career in teaching can be. 

Kelly Hoppen, interior designer and 
star of Dragons’ Den, is also behind the 
campaign. She said: “I had a truly amaz¬ 
ing music teacher at school who sup¬ 
ported me in ways I couldn’t imagine. 

“He helped to bring out my creativity. 
If more kids had a teacher like him, the 
world will be a more creative place.” 

Find out more at http://www.teachin- 
gawards.com 


Soaring crime rates 
prompt chiefs' concerns 


SOARING crime rates in the West 
Midlands and Staffordshire have 
rocketed by the biggest amount 
in a decade, new figures show. 

Recorded offences rose by 11 per 
cent in the West Midlands and 14 per 
cent in Staffordshire in just 12 months 

- much worse than previously feared. 

Nationally crime also rose by 11 per cent 

- the largest spike since 2007 - and violent 
crime by 18 per cent. 

The statistics were branded a ‘major 
concern’ by Police & Crime Commissioners 
David Jamieson and Matthew Ellis. 

Knife crime increased by 17 per cent 
in the West Midlands and 32 per cent in 
Staffordshire, according to figures from the 
Office of National Statistics supplied by the 
forces. Robberies were up by 20 per cent in 
the West Midlands and 13 per cent in Staf¬ 
fordshire, while acts of violence rose by 17 
per cent in Staffordshire and 13 per cent in 
the West Midlands. 

Lower 

The figures cover the period between 
April last year and March this year. 

Initial figures for the West Midlands 
released earlier this month showed that 
crime had risen by eight per cent. Both 
forces said crime was still significantly 
lower than a decade ago. 

West Midlands Deputy Chief Constable 
Louisa Rolfe said: “Crime has increased 
across the country in the last few years - 
but rates are still significantly lower than 
a decade ago.” 

There were 206,394 record crimes, ex¬ 
cluding fraud, in the West Midlands last 
year and 77,619 in Staffordshire. Burglary 
rose by 11 per cent in the West Midlands 
and eight per cent in Staffordshire. The 
number carrying weapons is up by 24 per 
cent in the West Midlands. 

Sex offences rose by 22 per cent in Staf¬ 
fordshire and eight per cent in the West 
Midlands, with recorded drug offences 
down by 17 per cent in the West Midlands 
and two per cent in Staffordshire. 


Students’ taste of working life 



Walsall Academy students during their visit to the University of Wolverhampton 


SCHOOLCHILDREN from Walsall 
were given a taste of the world of 
work through a placement organ¬ 
ised by an engineering firm and the 
University of Wolverhampton. 

ZF Lemforder joined forces with 
the university to enable 27 Walsall 
Academy students to gain experi¬ 
ence through a factory visit and a 
week of activities. 

The placement week started with 
the Year 12 students visiting the 


firm’s Wednesbury factory and con¬ 
cluded with an awards ceremony. 

The university’s head of depart¬ 
ment for finance, Andy Groves, 
worked with ZF Lemforder staff to 
create a number of problem-solving 
challenges for the students to com¬ 
plete throughout the week, based 
on real-life issues faced by the com¬ 
pany. 

This included a treasure hunt 
which required the students to 


navigate themselves around the 
City Campus gathering clues along 
the way. Over the next couple of 
days, the students were given a 
programme of mini-lectures and 
talks delivered by academics and 
other relevant professionals. 

Mr Groves said: “Feedback from 
ZF Lemforder was extremely pos¬ 
itive. They were very impressed 
with the students’ ideas, research 
and attitude.” 


Tenants are 
forced out 
after fire at 
flats block 

A BLAZE at a block of flats in Willen- 
hall forced dozens of tenants out of their 
homes while police investigate a sus¬ 
pected arson attack. 

Residents of the three-storey Keats 
Road block in the Short Heath area 
were told to leave their homes for up to a 
week following the blaze at the weekend. 

Landlord Pomy Kang, aged 41, who 
runs the nearby Poets Corner poet, of¬ 
fered to help out any decamped residents 
from the whg premises. 

He said: “I have another pub in Blox¬ 
wich called The Sneyd. I have offered to 
put people up there.” 

Tenants from six flats, including fami¬ 
lies with young children, have had to find 
temporary accommodation elsewhere for 
the next few days due to smoke and fire 
damage. 

Rob Gilham, corporate director of 
operations at whg, responsible for the 
properties, confirmed residents from six 
buildings had vacated. “Residents have 
been offered hotel accommodation with 
the costs paid for by whg, but all have 
decided to stay with relatives until the 
repairs and cleaning works to the build¬ 
ing have been completed,” he said. 

Police arrested a 29-year-old man on 
suspicion of arson with intent to endan¬ 
ger life. 

Rambling on for 
a 10-mile trek 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
head off on a four-mile trek at Pipe Hill 
on Saturday. The meeting point is the 
car park at Oak Park car park, Lichfield 
Road, at 9.30am. 

The walk is part of a programme of 
short Saturday walks that run fort¬ 
nightly and are aimed at those who are 
either new to walking or haven’t partic¬ 
ipated for a while. 

The following day the group heads to 
Ledbury for a 10.4 mile circular walk. 
‘Leadon Vale’ is a walk on both sides of 
the River Leadon with fine views of rural 
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire 

Non-members are welcome. More 
information is available from the walk 
leaders on 01922 691167. For more 
about the Walsall group visit www.wal- 
sallramblers.org.uk or on Facebook 

Missing boy found 
after police appeal 

A MISSING teenager has been found 
after police launched an urgent appeal. 

Aaron Taylor, who is 15 and has 
learning difficulties, disappeared from 
his home in New Invention, Willenhall. 
West Midlands Police had said they were 
extremely worried before he was found. 














































































Drumming 
up support 
for estate 
youngsters 

CHILDREN on a Black Country 
estate are dancing to the beat of 
their own drum thanks to an Afri¬ 
can-themed volunteers project. 

Jembies Drum Cafe, based at the 
Church Hall on Edison Road on the 
Beechdale Estate in Walsall, helps 
youngsters to ‘build confidence and 
have fun’ through playing African 
music. The free sessions give visitors, 
aged from four to 12, the chance to 
play traditional African drums, tam¬ 
bourines and didgeridoos while learn¬ 
ing about African culture. 

Young people are also encouraged 
to express themselves through draw¬ 
ing, singing and dancing as well as 
fashioning their own instruments 
from recycled materials. 

The project was launched by Jemma 
Betts, from the Beechdale Estate, who 
works for Friendship Care and Hous¬ 
ing (FCH) as a community champion. 

She said: “Before we launched the 
cafe, there was very little for young 
people on the estate. Local dance 
groups and other activities had to 
close down because of a lack of fund¬ 
ing and so we decided to do something 
about it. The cafe is for absolutely 
everyone on the estate.” 

Five of her FCH colleagues also 
volunteer at the project, which holds 
sessions twice a week - on Saturdays 
from noon to 1pm and Mondays from 
6pm to 7pm. For more information, 
visit facebook.com/jembiesdrumcafe. 

Distraction raids 
reported to police 

A SECOND distraction burglary is a 
matter of days took place in Walsall. 

A bogus doorstep caller claiming 
to be a gardener, targeted a home on 
Littleton Road, Short Heath, between 
the times of 9.45am and 10.30am last 
Wednesday stepping into the property 
and demanding £200. 

When the resident refused the man 
left. Nothing has been reported sto¬ 
len. It came two days after a similar 
incident in Aldridge. A ‘plumber’ stole 
cash after talking his way into a home 
on Greenwood Road. 

West Midlands Police has been un¬ 
able to say if the incidents are linked 
at this stage. 


Students' success 

FORMER students returned to Wal¬ 
sall College with their stories of suc¬ 
cess to support a new recruitment 
campaign. 

Sunjay Midda was one of the 11 
ex-students returning to tell of their 
positive experiences both in and after 
studying. He now works as a profes¬ 
sional actor in BBC drama Doctors. 


Physio has a Hope to stay off the ropes 



Physiotherapist Jonathan Hope 


A HOSPITAL worker is gearing up 
to take part in a charity boxing night 
next month. Physiotherapist at Wal¬ 
sall Manor Hospital Jonathan Hope 
is being trained and mentored by IBF 
Super Lightweight Champion Martin 
Gethin. He is one of a series of am¬ 
ateur boxers lining up to take part 
in the Well Wishers charity match at 
Rushall Labour Club on August 11. 

The 37-year-old said: “I wanted to 
do it last year when the charity held 
a similar event but I was a bit too 
late. But this time round I’m better 
prepared. It doesn’t get any better 


than working with Martin Gethin as 
I’m learning so much from him at his 
Wild Star Boxing Gym.” 

The charity boxing match is raising 
funds towards improvements for el¬ 
derly and vulnerable patients, includ¬ 
ing those living with dementia, who 
are treated at Walsall Manor Hospi¬ 
tal. Mr Hope’s colleagues are right 
behind his training, even if they have 
teased him about one of his vices. 
Physiotherapist Sophie Brown who 
works with him at Bentley Health 
Centre, said: “He does like a McDon¬ 
ald’s - and I don’t mean the salad!” 


Fundraising manager at Walsall 
Healthcare Trust Georgie Westley 
has teamed up with Gethin to organ¬ 
ise the event. And she is hoping local 
businesses will throw their weight 
behind the match and help out with 
sponsorship. 

Tickets are now on sale and cost 
£10 to include a buffet meal. They 
are on sale at the Purple Hub oppo¬ 
site Route 003 outpatients at Walsall 
Manor Hospital. 

To contact Georgie email georgie. 
westley@walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk or 
call her on 01922 656643. 


Inadequate nurseiy 'fails 
to safeguard children' 


A NURSERY in Walsall found to be 
failing to safeguard children has 
been rated inadequate in a damning 
inspection by education bosses. 

Ofsted rated White Rabbits Kindergar¬ 
ten and Pre-School Nursery on Mellish 
Road as inadequate in every category, cit¬ 
ing a host of failings. 

Inspectors raised concerns over leaders not 
knowing the process to follow if a complaint 
was made about an employee, as well as chil¬ 
dren with special needs or disabilities not being 
supported properly. The nursery’s failings are 
hindering children’s progress, Ofsted ruled. 

Leadership, quality of teaching, children’s 
behaviour and outcomes for children were all 
given the basement rating of inadequate. 

Inspector Trisha Turney said in her report a 
visit last month: “Leaders have failed to create 
a positive safeguarding culture. 

Protection 

“Not all staff have a secure understanding 
of child protection. Leaders are unclear of the 
procedures to follow if an allegation is made 
about a member of staff. 

“Children are not adequately safeguarded. 
Children’s emotional security is not promoted 
well because the key-person system is not ef¬ 
fective.” 

The report added: “Staff do not manage chil¬ 
dren’s behaviour consistently. They do not help 
children to understand about acceptable ways 
to behave. 

“Children who have special educational 
needs and/or disabilities are not well sup¬ 
ported. Staff do not work in partnership with 
parents and other professionals involved to im¬ 
prove outcomes for children.” 

The report said children did not receive suf¬ 
ficient challenge to extend their learning. The 
nursery was praised, however, for making sure 
its children get ‘daily fresh air and exercise’. 

Manager Patience Baro-Thomas said: “We 
are working very closely with the early years, 
improvement company and local authority to 
address the issues within the deadline Ofsted 
has given us. “ 


Friends run up fundraising cash 



Runners, from left, Greg Meacham, Matt Whitehorse, with a picture of Lillie, and Craig Timmins 


FOUR fundraisers are putting 
their bodies on the line to run 12 
hours non-stop in aid of charity. 

Craig Timmins, Greg Meacham 
and Philip Box, from Walsall, are 
taking on the daunting challenge 
tomorrow (Friday) along with Bir¬ 
mingham’s Matt Whitehorse. 

Setting off from the Saddlers 
Arms in Bloxwich at 6pm, the 


group will run north along the 
A34 for 12 hours non-stop, hoping 
to run 56.2 miles - the equivalent 
of two marathons - in the process. 

Craig hopes the group will end 
up in Manchester by the time the 
clock hits 6am on Saturday. 

They hope to raise around 
£4,000 for six-year-old Lillie 
Windsor, from Walsall, who suf¬ 


fers from severe cerebral palsy. 
Half the money will go towards 
treatment in the US and the rest 
to enable her to visit a sensory 
room several times a week. 

Before the runners set off, a 
family fun day featuring a bouncy 
castle and auction is being held. 
To donate visit www.gofundme. 
com/the-owl-run-for-lillie-windsor 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Meet the brewer 
behind Backyard 

A MEET the brewer night with Wal¬ 
sall’s Backyard Brewhouse will form 
part of Birmingham Beer Week. 

A range of the brewery’s ales will 
also be featured at the The Village 
pub and restaurant in Alcester Road, 
Moseley, tonight (Thursday), from 
7pm. 

Backyard was formed in 2008 by 
brewers Austen Morgan and Michael 
Bates. 

Meanwhile, open days are taking 
place at Beowulf Brewing Company’s 
brewery at Pool Lane, Chasewater 
Country Park, in September. It will 
be open to the public from 12.30pm to 
5pm on September 23 and 24. 

Cat thrown from 
car put to sleep 

A CAT had to be put down after it was 
thrown out of a moving car in Willen- 
hall. 

The female ginger and white cat 
was thrown from the car in Pooles 
Lane on July 5 and had to be put down 
by a vet to prevent further suffering. 

The RSPCA has now launched an 
appeal for information. 

Inspector Rob Crutchley said: “The 
cat wasn’t microchipped or wearing 
a collar so we don’t know where she 
came from. 

“We are urging anyone who has any 
information or who saw the incident 
to contact us in complete confidence 
on 0300 123 8018.” 

Road delays for 
electrical works 

MOTORISTS are facing delays as gas 
and electric works are carried out. 

New Street will be closed from its 
junction with the Willenhall Road and 
the Key way Island from July 31 to 
September 2017. 

The diversion route will see cars 
travel along the Willenhall Road, Hill 
Road and Vaughan Road instead. 

According to Wolverhampton Coun¬ 
cil, the road closure and diversion “is 
required to facilitate gas and electric 
diversion works on behalf of Cadent 
Gas and Western Power Distribution. 

Motown's marvelettes 
will play Civic Hall gig 

AN original Motown all-girl soul 
group will be performing in the Black 
Country this autumn. 

The Marvelettes had a 1960s hit in 
the UK with When You’re Young And 
In Love and a string of US hits includ¬ 
ing number one Please Mr Postman, 
which was later recorded by The Bea¬ 
tles. The group will be at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall on September 15 with tick¬ 
ets priced at £17.50. There will also be 
special guest Soul DJs. 
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FIRMCARE 
MOBILITY 

Stannah 


DEMO CENTRE 


sales@firmcaremobility.co.uk 
www.firmcaremobility.co.uk 
Firmcare Mobility: 

Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ 

Tel:01922 628222 y. 
or 0845 2710450 ^ 


SSUMM&R P£A>- 

on Mobility Scooters from 

£529 



• Bath Lifts • Wide Fitting Shoes 

• Batteries Supplied & Fitted • Living Aids 

• Furniture • Wheel Chairs • Scooters 

• Repairs & Service • Continence Care Products 

• Riser Recliner Chairs & Beds 

• Fast Install on Stannah Stairlifts 




FIREPLACES 



Marble Fireplace with British 
Made gas or electric fire many 
colours to choose from 


FULLY FITTED 

(by Award Winning Fitters) (To Point) 

FREE SURVEYS 

All made in Great Britain bffii 
All fires come with a 5 year guarantee 

Go along to our website for our special offers 
www.jandmfireplaces.co.uk 


197 Wolverhampton Road West, Bentley, 

Walsall, WS2 ODU Tel: 01922 629454 — g 

Open: I0am-4pm daily, Closes Wednesday/Sunday El 3 | 




Norton: 


|"C : - FuNtKALD irectors 

NOW OPEN INLEAM0RE 

A VERY SPECIAL LEVEL OF CARE 

01922 279&00 (24hrs) 

All Inclusive Funeral Plans 
£ 2 , 995.00 

• NO AGE RESTRICTION 

• TO INCLUDE CREMATORIUM FEES 

• DRS AND MINISTERS FEES 

• HEARSE & LIMOUSINE 

• COFFIN SUITABLE FOR CREMATION 

• FLOWERS 

• MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
OFFICES NOW AT NORTON CANES, BROWNHILLS & LEAM0RE 
All areas covered, home visits available. Plans held by Safe Hands. 
Funeral Plans. We are members of the NFFD Fair Price Charter. 


ScfoNondsI 


Take a look @ www.nortonsfunerals.co.uk 



BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


The Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 














































The Chronicle Thursday, July 27, 2017 


4 


COUNTY NEWS 

Crisis-hit Carillion 
in contracts win 

STRUGGLING Black Country con¬ 
struction firm Carillion received some 
good news, after it won new support 
services contracts. 

Its joint venture has been awarded 
the Defence Infrastructure Organi¬ 
sation’s project Hestia soft facilities 
management contracts for the North 
of England and Scotland and North¬ 
ern Ireland, which have a revenue 
value of £158 million for five years. 

The Carillion joint venture will 
deliver services, including catering, 
retail and leisure, together with hotel 
and mess services. The North contract 
will employ around 1,500 people, cov¬ 
ering 130 military establishments. 

Star's pub In line 
for top accolade 

A MIDLAND pub part-owned by Staf¬ 
ford-born actor Neil Morrissey has 
reached the finals of the Great British 
Pub Awards. 

The Men Behaving Badly star is one 
of a consortium who run The Plume 
Of Feathers in Barlaston, near Stone 
in Staffordshire, and their boozer has 
been shortlisted in the best partner¬ 
ship pub category. Drinkers at the pub 
can enjoy a pint of the actor’s very 
own ale, Morrissey Blonde. 

Morrissey and his co-owners took 
over the Plume, on the banks of the 
Trent and Mersey Canal, in 2015. The 
winners will be announced on Septem¬ 
ber 7 at London’s Hilton. 

Try your hand 
in art contest 

THE deadline is nearing for artists 
in Dudley and Walsall to put forward 
their submissions for an art prize. 

The Dawn Jones Art award invites 
people with experience of mental 
health to create artwork. Entrants 
must submit their work by Monday, 
July 31, for a chance to win one of 
two £100 prizes. Fourteen shortlisted 
entries will be exhibited in August at 
Forest Arts Centre in Walsall and two 
winning entries will be displayed long 
term in a public building. 

Recruiters reach the 
peak of their fitness 

STAFF from a Black Country re¬ 
cruitment firm are gearing up for the 
Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge. 
Last year MET Recruitment, which is 
based in Dudley, launched MET’s Year 
of Charity raising more than £2,500 

This year, on Saturday August 5, 
staff will take on the 24-mile trek, 
across three peaks all in a 12 hour 
time frame. Money raised will go to¬ 
wards Cancer Research UK, Ben’s He¬ 
roes Trust and Teenage Cancer Trust. 


Failing school can appoint new teacher 



West Walsall Academy 


A FAILING academy is slowly claw¬ 
ing its way out of special measures 
and has been allowed to appoint a 
new teacher, Ofsted has said. 

West Walsall E-Act Academy, run 
by the same academy trust as Willen- 
hall E-Act Academy, was placed into 
special measures in March 2016 after 
a string of failings were found. 

Inspectors found teaching at the 
600-pupil school was ‘inadequate’ and 
pupils’ behaviour was also unaccept¬ 


able. Now the education watchdog 
says leadership at the school is tak¬ 
ing ‘effective action’ to address the 
various problems and has allowed the 
academy to appoint a new teacher to 
the humanities department. 

A letter by inspector Peter Hum¬ 
phries to headteacher Qamar Riaz 
said: “Leaders and managers are 
taking effective action towards the 
removal of special measures.” 

It added the school was making 


improvements in all the main areas, 
including pupils’ behaviour and the 
quality of teaching. 

Mr Riaz said he was pleased by 
the recognition. “We are firmly on a 
journey to turn around this academy 
so it offers a good standard of educa¬ 
tion and provision for all students,” 
he said. “I am pleased Ofsted has 
once again supported our judgements 
about where the academy is on its 
school improvement journey.” 


12-month deadline for 

Willenhall E-ACT bosses 



At the front is Walsall Mayor, Marco Longhi and Walsall FC Keeper, Mark Gillespie. Middle is, from 
left-Amisha Singh, aged 12, Hanarya Azha, 13, Ecateina Soroceanu, 12, Shamiyah Hawkins, 12. At the 
back, from left, Emma Paddock, Jade Durnall, Adina Pyatt, Lydia Massey (Walsall Ladies FC), Mayoress 
Andrea Longhi, head teacher, Qamar Riaz, Saraiyah Smith 12, Julia Plugaru 12 and Princess Ahana 13 


By Alex Ross 


BOSSES at a failing academy have 
been given 12 months to turn 
around the school - or face having 
it taken away from them. 

Willenhall E-ACT was criticised heav¬ 
ily in a report by Ofsted, who had food 
thrown at its inspectors. 

It was placed in to special measures after 
being rated inadequate. 

Since the report, a new principal, Kirsty 
Jones, has been appointed and more staff 
have been brought in by the managing group, 
E-ACT Multi-Academy Trust. 

The school, which has more than 1,300 pu¬ 
pils, has been hit by two days of strike action 
by members of National Union of Teachers 
and NASUWT Teachers Union. 

National Schools Commissioner Sir David 
Carter this week warned that if the failing 
school is not turned around quickly enough, 
another academy trust could take over. 

Processes 

In a letter responding to Walsall North MP 
Eddie Hughes, who called for intervention at 
the school, Sir David said he had met Ms Jones 
at the school on July 6. He said: “Since she 
has been in post, she has put in place the ade¬ 
quate systems and processes that are required 
to help move the school forward. 

“I cannot ignore the fact that under the 
stewardship of E-ACT this school has not 
prospered as it should have, but I would not 
want to lose the progress already made to 
date since the Ofsted report. I have therefore 
decided that Willenhall E-ACT academy will 
remain with E-ACT for at least the next 12 
months. E-ACT will be held to account for 
work to improve the school, with the academy 
being subject to quarterly monitoring visits 
by the Department for Education. Should im¬ 
provements be slow to progress, consideration 
will be given to re-brokering the academy to a 
new academy trust.” 

Last week, the academy revealed it would 
not be taking in new sixth form pupils in Sep¬ 
tember. E-ACT Multi-Academy Trust runs 25 
schools, with 15 of them rated good or out¬ 
standing by Ofsted. 


A SCHOOL has unveiled a brand new state-of-the-art 
artificial grass pitch - which will be used by Walsall 
Ladies FC. The ribbon on West Walsall E-ACT Acad¬ 
emy’s was cut last week, as the third generation (3G) 
pitch was opened to the public - with Walsall FC goal¬ 
keeper Mark Gillespie and Mayor Marco Longhi on 
hand to do the honours. 

A grant has enabled the school to replace their orig¬ 
inal playing fields with the improved sporting facility, 
comprising the brand new floodlit all-weather pitch. 

The school hopes that the new facility will benefit 
the academy students, major stakeholders and the 


local community. It will also be home to partner club 
Walsall Ladies FC, who hope to introduce five brand 
new teams. Other football clubs will also be invited 
to use the pitch and it is expected that a further 19 
teams will take advantage of the upgraded facility. 

The project was made possible thanks to a grant 
from the Premier League and The FA Facilities Fund, 
which is delivered by the Football Foundation. 

Founded in 2000, the Football Foundation funds 
the development of new and refurbished grassroots 
sports facilities in order to improve the quality and 
experience of playing sport at the grassroots level. 


45 jobs go at 
century-old 
scrap firm 
in collapse 

A 111-YEAR OLD Black Country 
scrap recycling company has col¬ 
lapsed with the loss of 45 jobs. 

Administrators from accountants 
KPMG were called in to WH Marren, 
in Willenhall, on Tuesday of last week. 
The company had already stopped 
trading due to ‘cash flow issues’. 

The administrators have kept on 
a skeleton crew to help with winding 
down the business but 45 of the 52 
employees have been made redun¬ 
dant. 

Established in 1906, the company 
was still owned and run by the Marren 
family. It specialised in collecting and 
proecessing metals to be used in the 
manufacture of new goods, supplying 
tons of raw materials for companies 
across the UK, Europe and Asia. 

But KPMG says it had experienced 
cash flow issues due to ‘significant 
HMRC liabilities’, which arose as a re¬ 
sult of an investigation into financial 
irregularities in the supply chains in 
which WH Marren had traded. 

The company subsequently ceased 
trading before the appointment of 
joint administrators Mark Orton and 
Will Wright from KPMG. 

Mr Orton said: “Following what we 
understand to be extensive efforts by 
the directors to challenge the HMRC 
claim, the company has recently expe¬ 
rienced significant cash flow pressures 
and was therefore unable to continue 
to trade and the directors took the dif¬ 
ficult decision to place it into admin¬ 
istration.” 

Former police HQ 
back on market 

A FORMER police station valued at 
around £1 million last year is back on 
the market after a deal fell through 

Commercial property agents KWB 
are handling the building and promot¬ 
ing it as a ‘gateway development site’. 

Acting on be¬ 
half of the West 
Midlands Po¬ 
lice and Crime 
Commissioner, 

KWB’s Mar¬ 
tin Cook is 
marketing the 
freehold of the 
36,500 sq ft of¬ 
fice building in 
Walsall on a 1.6-acre site as a redevel¬ 
opment opportunity. 

The station is situated in Walsall 
town centre, on the corner of Green 
Lane and Blue Lane East, next door to 
the town’s magistrates court. 

Mr Cook said: “It would better suit 
redevelopment for an office led mixed- 
use scheme.” 



The former police HQ 


UTOPIA BLINDS & CURTAIN! 

Family run business | Manufactured on premises 20 years experience 



• Venetians • Rollers C a // Us fo 

• Verticals • Romans FUtH 

• Perfect fit • Curtains no oblig Q ^ Q 

• Curtain Poles • Soft Furnishings quote 

• Plantation Shutters • Velux 

• Awnings • Conservatory Roof Blinds and more 

• WIDE RANGE OF 

NEW LUXURY WALLPAPERS 

Samples available in showroom. 

find us on 32 High Street, Aldridge WS9 8LX 
facebook Emai |. sales@utopiablinds.net 

f Tel: 01922 288772 

Showroom open Tues-Sat 10am - 4pm 


WALSALL 

GARDEN CENTRE 

1/2 
PRICE 

GARDEN POTS 
SALE NOW ON 

Seasons Coffee Lounge 

Homemade meals with good selection of cakes and drinks 


Open Mon - Sat 9.00 am - 5.00pm Sunday 10.30 - 4.30 


Bus service 77 934 and 935 




For that 

Special Occasion 


Arrive in style at your Prom or 

WEDDING IN A SUPERB JAGUAR XJ6 
IN SILVER, WITH RIBBONS IN A 
COLOUR OF YOUR CHOICE 

Please call for a 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

01922 494193 / 
07810 163876 
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Bleed on the 
brain not 
discovered 
after fall 

AN elderly man who died from a bleed 
on the brain after a fall at a care home 
was not given a CT scan when he 
went into hospital two months earlier, 
an inquest heard. 

Dementia sufferer John Cornes, 
aged 79, did not meet the criteria for 
a scan at Walsall Manor Hospital as 
his injury was not thought to be to 
serious enough. But his condition de¬ 
teriorated in the weeks that followed 
until he was taken back to hospital 
and the bleed was discovered. 

The former hairdresser fell and 
hit his head at the Watermill care 
home in Goscote Lane, Pelsall, on 
March 19. He did not undergo a scan 
straight away. Doctors decided he was 
not suitable for surgery and he died 
on May 16. 

At the inquest in Oldbury, Dr Ruchi 
Joshi, head of A&E at Walsall Manor, 
said national guidelines state patients 
only need to be sent for a scan if they 
lose consciousness or suffer severe 
headaches and persistent vomiting. 
Mr Cornes was sick just once after 
being discharged from hospital, the 
hearing was told. 

Paramedics stated he had been 
‘semi-conscious’ after the fall. 

Black Country Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique decided the hospital was not 
guilty of neglect as it had followed 
guidelines when not sending Mr 
Cornes for a scan. He reached a con¬ 
clusion of accidental death. 

Sewing TV star 
visiting arcade 

THE star of the Great British Sewing 
Bee will be holding a workshop in the 
Black Country. 

Jenny Taylor will be at Helen’s 
Haberdashery in the Victorian Ar¬ 
cade, Walsall, for the workshop and 
book signing on August 26. The event, 
from 10am to 12.30pm, will also cele¬ 
brate her new book launch. 

The workshop will offer expert ad¬ 
vice on how to create vintage teacup 
pin cushions. 

Visitors will also be given the oppor¬ 
tunity to take part in a question and 
answer session. 

Victorian Arcade shoppers are in¬ 
vited to attend a special book signing 
of Jenny’s new book, Girl with a Sew¬ 
ing Machine - The No-Fuss Guide, 
from 1pm to 4.30pm. 


Final Magic show 

THE Magic Band is playing the music 
of its late leader Captain Beefheart 
on a final tour of the UK. Tickets for 
their November 13 gig at the Robin 
2, Bilston, are £20. Drummer John 
‘Drumbo’ French leads the band. 


Grooming claims case moves forward 



The premises on Upper Lichfield Street 


AN investigation into child grooming 
allegations at a laser games centre 
has moved a step forward after police 
passed on a file of evidence to prose¬ 
cutors, it has been revealed. 

Laser 20 in Willenhall was shut 
down last year after trading for less 
than 12 months amid the claims, 
which emerged in September. 

A 41-year-old man from Manches¬ 
ter, who was arrested at the time, re¬ 
mains on police bail. 

The building has been put up for 
sale earmarked as suitable for a hous¬ 
ing development. 


The premises, which is on Upper 
Lichfield Street, has never reopened 
and has since been targeted by van¬ 
dals, who have smashed the front 
windows. 

West Midlands Police confirmed the 
probe was still ‘on-going’. Seven of¬ 
ficers were commended for their part 
in the initial investigation. 

A spokeswoman said: “The man ar¬ 
rested is still on police bail, we have 
now submitted a file to the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

“The investigation is still ongoing. 
Seven officers from the Public Protec¬ 


tion Unit and offender management 
received commander awards.” Walsall 
councillor Carl Creaney, who repre¬ 
sents the South Willenhall ward, said: 
“I heard a few rumours when it shut 
down but nothing since. It had gone 
very quiet. The windows have been 
put through in the property, since. 

“My son used to go there quite reg¬ 
ularly with his friends.” 

A trader in the area, who did not 
wish to be named, described the alle¬ 
gations as ‘shocking’. 

The property is currently adver¬ 
tised for sale for about £300,000. 


Midwife unit at Manor 
shuts due to staff crisis 


THE midwifery-led unit at Walsall 
Manor Hospital is to be shut for up 
to eight weeks due to staff shortag¬ 
es, bosses have confirmed. 

Women who were booked in to use the 
facility were due to be transferred to the 
hospital’s main delivery suite, from Mon¬ 
day this week. 

The move has come on the back of the re-in¬ 
spection by the Care Quality Commission 
which rated maternity services at the Manor 
‘inadequate’ in January 2016. 

On the back of that a birthing cap had al¬ 
ready been imposed at Moat Road limiting de¬ 
liveries to 4,200 a year from nearly 5,000. 

The midwifery-led unit (MLU) typically deals 
with ‘lower’ risk births and sees around 15 de¬ 
liveries a month while the vast majority are 
based in the delivery suite including the higher 
risk cases. One expectant mother, who did not 
wish to be named, said: “It is concerning. 

Informed 

“From my previous experiences I chose to 
have my baby in that sort of environment and 
now that choice is being taken away. 

“We need to be informed about exactly we 
will be entitled to.” 

Manor bosses said they are hoping around a 
dozen new midwives will arrival in September. 

Rachel Overfield, director of nursing at Wal¬ 
sall Healthcare NHS Trust, said: “With our 
clinical team we have reviewed levels of ex¬ 
pected births and available staff in the light of 
feedback following the recent CQC re-inspec- 
tion and have taken the decision to temporarily 
transfer activity planned for our midwifery-led 
unit to the Manor Hospital’s main delivery 
suite. 

“This is to ensure that we have sufficient 
midwives to provide safe care for all our pa¬ 
tients during the next six-to-eight weeks.” 

Mothers-to-be booked in to the MLU have 
been advised to call 01922 721171 for more in¬ 
formation. The Care Quality Commission un¬ 
dertook a short-notice inspection in June and 
is expected to deliver its verdict on the current 
state of services in the autumn. 


Where art thou? Spot your choice 



Julie Jones, left, and Michele Harris take a closer look at the exhibition at the New Art Gallery 


THEY are the paintings and 
drawings that people have really 
taken to their ‘arts. Now the New 
Art Gallery is staging its People’s 
Choice exhibition of the favourite 
works, as voted for by the public. 

The gallery in Walsall, which 
was last year under threat due 
to the council’s perilous financial 


situation, has set up the special 
exhibition to celebrate 125 years 
since the establishment of Wal¬ 
sall’s public art collection. 

Voting on which of the 3,000 
artworks to include took place 
via the gallery’s collections da¬ 
tabase and postcards distributed 
in the gallery. Stephen Snoddy, 


the director of the gallery, said: 
“We’re very excited to be hosting 
the People’s Choice exhibition as 
part of the 125th anniversary cel¬ 
ebrations.” 

Visitors can see a range of works 
in a variety of media, both historic 
and contemporary, reflecting the 
collection’s diversity. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Directors walk it 
for stadium bid 

A TEAM of directors from a leading 
builders merchant have put their best 
foot forward with a charity walk to 
Edgbaston Stadium. 

Staff from Selco Builders Ware¬ 
house walked from four of the com¬ 
pany’s branches to the iconic cricket 
venue for Birmingham Bears’ Nat- 
West T20 Blast clash against North¬ 
amptonshire Steelbacks. The charity 
walk was part of a wider fundraising 
day at the stadium which raised more 
than £12,000 for nominated charity 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Macmillan volunteers collected 
money from supporters during the 
Bears’ game. 

Flats scheme for 
former tax office 

WALSALL’S old tax office could be 
converted into homes, under new 
plans. Pattison House, on Midland 
Road, closed controversially last year, 
despite 500 people signing a petition 
opposing its closure. 

Now, an application to convert the 
building into 63 apartments has been 
put forward to Walsall Council. 

According to the petition, which 
was handed in by Valerie Vaz MP, 
the closure would lead to £1 million 
being lost to the town every year. The 
closure of the building, in the St Mat¬ 
thews area, saw the loss of 60 jobs. 

Knife raiders 
storm house 

THREE men, two armed with knives, 
stormed into a house and threatened 
the occupants before stealing cash. 

The raiders struck at Liberty Court, 
Cheslyn Hay, just before 11pm on 
Tuesday, July 11. The occupants were 
threatened as the men made off with 
cash in an electric-blue coloured Audi 
A3. No-one was injured but the occu¬ 
pants were left extremely shaken. 

A spokesman for Staffordshire Po¬ 
lice said: “The offenders all wore face 
coverings. One wore a black jacket, 
another a silver/grey sweatshirt and 
the third a dark-coloured rain coat.” 

Date in Second City 
for singer Sophielou 

SINGER Sophielou is giving a special 
performance of her latest record Out 
With The Old. 

The singer, from Wednesfield 
in Wolverhampton, will perform a 
stripped back version of the RnB re¬ 
cord at The Hare & Hounds in King’s 
Heath, Birmingham, on Monday. 

The live music starts at 6pm, with 
tickets available on the door. Out With 
The Old is available to listen to via So- 
phielou’s profile on Spotify. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


A* 


Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Trusted 
Trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Working 
longer is 
a small 
price to pay 

MAYBE I should be grabbing my ban¬ 
ner and marching on parliament, but all 
I could manage was a weary groan when 
the “A-word” was used following last 
week’s announcement that us 40-some- 
things will have to work an extra year to 
claim our state pension. 

Shadow work and pensions secretary 
Debbie Abrahams said the fact that mil¬ 
lions now in their 40s will have to work 
until 68 was “an astonishing continua¬ 
tion of austerity”. Isn’t everything, these 
days? But really, it isn’t austerity at all, it 
is simply facing up to the inevitable. 

When the state pension was introduced 
in 1908, it kicked in at the age of 70, and 
only 25 per cent of the population would 
live long enough to receive it. Indeed at 
the start of the last century, average life 
expectancy in the UK was 46, so those 
of us affected by the change now would 
have been on borrowed time. 

Today, we can expect to live to about 
80, and the number of people reaching 
the age of 100 is expected to rise from 
6,000 today to 56,000 by 2050. So, in the 
near future, tens of thousands of pen¬ 
sioners will have been claiming for 35 
years. That is clearly not sustainable. 

As for those who protest “we’ve paid in 
to the system,” a maths lesson wouldn’t 
go amiss. If people really took out what 
they paid into their pensions, their re¬ 
tirement would be very short indeed. It 
is only because our pension payments 
are invested in the stock market - those 
“casino bankers” who are blamed for 
everything - that we get any meaningful 
payments at all. 

Personally, I’m grateful for the fact that 
I will probably live longer than previous 
generations. And if working a year or two 
extra is the price we have to pay, then 
we really don’t have much to complain 
about. 

□ □□ 

NOT that there seems to be much sign 
of austerity in the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, where it took no fewer 
than four council officials to issue a £150 
fine to a five-year-old girl selling home¬ 
made lemonade in the street. They said 
the girl was breaching street trading reg¬ 
ulations, and technically that may have 
be so. But in any sensible world, the local 
council would encourage such entrepre¬ 
neurial flair, not reduce a child to tears. 

The council has apologised and re¬ 
voked the fine, but the damage is done. 
Isn’t it amazing that while cash-strapped 
councils will shut libraries and museums, 
reduce bin collections and let the grass 
grow to balance the books, the cuts 
never seem to extend to jobsworths like 
these? 


Claim that some media would rather see Britain fail 



Liam Fox is critical of the BBC over 
references to Brexit 


Gary Lineker pay for year - TV licence fees 
from more than 15,000 homes 


Jodie Whittaker is the first female Doctor 
Who. Now for female Dalek? 


Is everything now 
- despite Brexit? 


TRADE Secretary Liam Fox says some parts 
of the media would rather see Britain fail than 
Brexit succeed: “I cannot recall a single time in 
recent times when I have seen good economic 
news that the BBC did not describe as “despite 
Brexit.” Meanwhile, it is reported that the pop¬ 
ulation of gannets on the sea cliffs of Yorkshire 
has shot up from 2,550 to 13,400. Despite Brex¬ 
it. 

REPORTING the rise in the gannet pop¬ 
ulation, the RSPB hails it as a great breeding 
success, made possible by rich pickings of fish 
in the waters of Dogger Bank. Hang on. Aren’t 
those our fish? At what stage does a “success” 
for the gannets become a threat to our cod and 
chips? 

IF you haven’t done the sums yet, it takes the 
TV licence fees from more than 15,000 homes 
to employ Gary Lineker at the BBC for a year. 

THE joy of a Scouse accent. I caught a snip¬ 
pet of a telly interview with a sportswoman from 
Merseyside explaining how her team had to 
cope with “them Airedales.” Hurdles, apparent¬ 
ly. 

JODIE Whittaker is the first female Doctor 
Who. Any suggestions for first female Dalek? 

THE Advertising Standards Authority is out¬ 
lawing gender stereotypes. This new piece of 
social engineering will ensure there will be no 
daffy housewives and no kitchen-incompetent 
husbands appearing in adverts. The harmless 
amusement known as the battle of the sexes 
has entertained humankind ever since the first 
caveman burnt the first mammoth burgers and 
the first princess reversed her chariot into the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


river. But no more. As the ASA spokesperson 
explained grimly: “We know that depicting 
gender stereotypes in ads has the potential to 
reinforce expectations as to how groups or indi¬ 
viduals should look or behave because of their 
gender - and that can have a potentially harm¬ 
ful effect.” Interestingly, the author of the ASA’s 
mirthless diktat is one Ella Smilie but I guess 
we’re not supposed to laugh at that, either. 

YOU would think, would you not, that the 
most fervent gender campaigns would involve 
the most blatant discrimination? Not so. Brit¬ 
ain has about 40,000 registered midwives but 
barely 100 of them are male. And yet I hear no 
shrill protests and see no banners unfurled. A 
mystery, innit? 

AMID thunderous volleys of brilliant reviews, 
the new Christopher Nolan film Dunkirk is re¬ 
leased. No movie can cover every story from the 
1940 evacuation and here’s one you won’t find 
in Nolan’s epic, or in any written account I have 
seen. It is the tale of the Sixth Battalion of the 
South Staffordshire Regiment. None of these 
Black Country Territorials would claim to be the 
bravest or the most dashing of soldiers sent 
over to France. They knew they had been well 
and truly beaten by the advancing Germans. Yet 
none of the many survivors I have interviewed 
over the years recalled any panic or pushing on 
the beaches. On the contrary, these part-time 
soldiers were well led and bound together by 
a strong community spirit. The secret, as they 


waited for the boats, was to keep the men busy 
and prevent them becoming defeatist. So even 
as the bombs fell, the South Staffs officers and 
NCOs organised a sports day. A pair of aban¬ 
doned motorcycles were commandeered and 
used in races up and down the beach. It must 
have been a bizarre interlude but stragglers ar¬ 
riving from other units sensed the cohesion of 
this battalion and attached themselves to it. 
Which is why the Sixth Battalion claimed the 
distinction of being the only unit of the British 
Army to bring more soldiers out of France than 
it took in. 

RESEARCHERS in Exeter and London claim 
that doing a daily word game such as a cross¬ 
word, can keep the brain young. What, even 
those of us who struggle for hours with “Six let¬ 
ters - One whose leader goes out every morn¬ 
ing”? Eventually I cracked it: “Editor.” 

A READER shares the nation’s irritation over 
people who start sentences with “So . . .” but 
says he’s even more angered by politicians 
who begin their answers with “Look . . .” The 
ones that infuriate me are the interviewees who, 
when faced with a killer question, reply: “You 
know, the question we ought to be asking is ...” 

AS the first contracts are announced, here’s 
an intriguing question. Why did we never have 
a referendum on HS2? Simple. Because the 
powers-that-be knew 90 per cent of the British 
public would vote against it. We love our coun¬ 
tryside. We see no reason to arrive in Birming¬ 
ham 20 minutes earlier. We don’t see the point 
of a railway with hardly any stations. HS2 is a 
triumph of big money over democracy and our 
grandchildren will think we were mad. Not mad, 
kids. Just disenfranchised. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

The sticky 
wicket of 
sexism 
in sport 

CONGRATULATIONS to England’s wom¬ 
en cricketers who won the world cup at 
the weekend. Can any of them get into 
the men’s Test side? 

But where are the scantily clad pic¬ 
tures of captain Heather Knight, wearing 
just cricket pads with a bat covering her 
modesty? 

No? Well, here’s a 21st century idea. 
Maybe they just want to be treated as 
sportswomen and recognised for their 
achievements on the field of play. 

I raise the issue as it seems sexism, 
particularly in sport, has reared its head 
again. 

It took an age for the powers-that-be 
to decide women tennis players were 
worthy of being awarded the same prize 
money as their male counterparts - de¬ 
spite playing a maximum of three set 
games rather than five - so it shouldn’t 
take Andy Murray to point out that Sam 
Querry was the first MALE US player to 
reach the Wimbledon semi-final in how¬ 
ever many years. 

Former champ John McEnroe claimed 
Serena Williams, one of the greatest there 
has been, would only be in the top 700 
in the men’s rankings (“you can’t be se¬ 
rious?”). 

I am all for equality and giving credit 
where it is due, so if a woman is as good 
at their job as a man they should be sim¬ 
ilarly recompensed, this coming at a time 
when the BBC announces only a third of 
its 96 highest earners are women. 

But they can’t have it both ways. 

Female golfers are apparently angry at 
a new dress code, introduced by the La¬ 
dies’ Professional Golf Association which 
bans them from wearing clothes with 
plunging necklines and revealing skirts. 

Breaching the code could end in a 
1,000 dollar fine. So it seems they want 
to be objectified as well as treated like 
serious athletes. 

Heather Daly-Donofrio, LPG tour com¬ 
munications and operations officer, said: 
“The dress code requires players to pres¬ 
ent themselves in a professional manner 
to reflect a positive image for the game.” 

Quite right too in my opinion. 

Teen magazine Youth Vogue claimed 
the edict had set women ‘way back’. 

But surely, like in all walks of life, a 
dress code should apply. 

Transport minister John Hayes believes 
so. He has even refused to take ques¬ 
tions from any male MP in the House of 
Commons that does not wear a tie. 

So, while I’m all for women being at the 
top of their profession, I’d rather they be 
there on merit, for their ability to do their 
job, rather than a penchant for wearing 
skimpy revealing outfits. 

MARK SHIPP 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




WfAT FAMILY FOR LESS 



ALL DAY & EVERYDAY SPECIALS 


1. SMALL SAUSAGE & CHIPS.........£1.70 

2. CHIPS + CURRY/GRAVY OR PEAS.£2.20 

3. LARGE SAUSAGE & CHIPS.£2.30 

4. FISH CAKE & CHIPS.£2.30 

5. ROE & CHIPS.£2.30 

6. SAVALOY & CHIPS.£2.30 

7. 4 CHICKEN NUGGETS & CHIPS.£2.30 

8. BATTERED SAUSAGE & CHIPS.£2.40 

9. BATTERED BEEF BURGER & CHIPS.£2.70 

10. SMALL COD & CHIPS.£3.40 

11. ANY PIE OR PASTY & CHIPS.£3.40 

12. CHEESE, VEGGIE OR BEEF BURGER & CHIPS.£3.30 

13. CHICKEN FILLET BURGER & CHIPS.£3.50 


KEBAB SPECIAL 


A. DONER MEAT & CHIPS.£3.20 

B. DONER WRAP & CHIPS.£3.50 

C. DONER BURGER & CHIPS.£3.50 

D. CHICKEN TIKKA & CHIPS.£3.40 

E. CHICKEN TIKKA WRAP & CHIPS.£3.70 


F. CHICKEN TIKKA BURGER & CHIPS.£3.70 



MERMAID FISH BAR 

23 HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD WS9 9LR 
Tel: 01543 372095 


GET FREE 
SAUSAGE 



WHEN YOU BUY 

PIEOR MINI FISH 
SPECIAL WITH CURRY, 
GRAVY OR PEAS 

Only before 9pm 


We accept card payments 

Opening Times Mon-Sat, including Bank Holidays 11.45am-2pm &4.45pm-11pm, Sun Closed 


CD Aquatics 


■ Garcten T L-entre w £f w fl quaria < 

Tropical, Cold water, Marine fish and accessories 

Filters, media, foods, treatments, pumps, Uv’s, Substrates, including ■ 
live coral sand for marine keepers 


A large variety of pipes & fittings, for pond and aquarium builds 

Turtles and accessories 

< WILD BIRD FOOD. SEASONAL PLANTS. SHRUBS, 
V- HANGING BASKETS, COMPOST AND MOSS ETC. 


Norton Lane, Great Wyrley, Walsall WS6 6NU| Tel: 01922 416284 
www.cdaquatics.co.uk 


Horry filbert »' 

Tree Care mptc 

Tree Work Stump Grinding Tree Removal 
Hedges Cut Ground Clearances NO JOB too small 

All aspects of tree work undertaken including stump grinding 
and complete tree removal.Hedge work also undertaken at very 
competitive prices also ground clearances. 

Licensed Waste Carrier. All work carried out by Harry 
Please contact me on: 07946 442210 or 01889 583541 
www.harryalbert.co.uk 


■ WALSALL.^ 

worktops 

BESPOKE FULLY FITTED 
KITCHENS 

Why not 



visit our 
showroom 

Family run 
business ( 
Est 35 years 

FREE easy 
parking 


• Free design service 

• Home survey 
i fully guaranteed 

loic 


• All work i 

• Massive choice 

• Supply only of fully fitted 

• Unbelievable choice of worktops 


I Mon-Fri 
I 9am-5.15pm 
f Sat 9am-3pm 
L Closed Sundays 


Unit 4 r Portland j 
Street, Walsall 1 

Tel: 01922 641377 


The Company That Cares 
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Government to blame for poor presence 


I ATTENDED the ‘safety public meet¬ 
ing’ at Aldridge Community Centre on 
Friday July 14 and listened carefully to 
the many questions and grievances put 
forward. The majority were about the 
lack of police presence in Aldridge. 

I have no political affiliations and 
neither am I an apologist for the Police 
Federation. But neither the public nor 
the committee touched upon the root 
cause of the problem. 

If any proof was available to the 
unsuspecting masses that for several 


decades, successive governments of all 
parties do not care a fig for the people 
who elected them, it should be staring 
them in the face now. Throughout his¬ 
tory we have had good kings and bad 
kings, good politicians and bad poli¬ 
ticians, but one good one and a great 
visionary was Sir Robert Peel. 

Back in 1829, against severe opposi¬ 
tion he brought into force policemen on 
the beat to prevent and tackle crime, it 
is true we will never eliminate crime 
altogether, anymore than capital pun¬ 


ishment was a deterrent against mur¬ 
der, which was why Albert Pierpoint, 
the public executioner, resigned. 

However, to constantly blame the 
police for the increasing crime on our 
streets is not right. For some time they 
have had one hand tied behind their 
backs. I cannot speak for the rest of the 
borough but here in Aldridge it is open 
season for any determined, desperate 
or destitute criminals. 

DAVE STARBUCK 
Aldridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with the 
accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Losing the fight 
as crime on rise 


Don’t let 
EU bullies 
succeed 

WHETHER you like The¬ 
resa May or not, she is the 
only person who will carry 
out the wishes of the people 
and get us out of the EU. 

Unfortunately, she is sur¬ 
rounded by back-stabbing 
disloyal cowards, who, be¬ 
cause of their own self-inter¬ 
ests, would sell the British 
public down the river to 
Brussels bureaucrats, who 
have no qualms in resorting 
to threats, extortion, black¬ 
mail and bullying. 

Why anyone would want 
to do a deal with these peo¬ 
ple shocks me. If these tac¬ 
tics sound familiar look back 
to the Second World War 
when Hitler threatened us, 
our ancestors fought back, 
refused to be threatened 
and we all know the result. 

So I say to the British 
public, fight back, write to 
Theresa May and give her 
your support to walk away 
from these bullies. Show 
them what we are made of. 

Failure to do this will re¬ 
sult in the bullies winning, 
and we all know what hap¬ 
pens when bullies succeed. 
MRS G A HARRIS 
Willenhall 


THANK God our chief con¬ 
stable and commissioner 
Jamieson stuck their necks 
out recently, regarding the 
abominable rise in crime. 

I look at the response we 
get from police very care¬ 
fully. With up to a dozen 
response grades and the 
booking of an appointment, 
you would be very lucky 
to see a constable within a 
week. Phone up in the mid¬ 
dle of the night with some¬ 
one acting illegally, you get 
an inquisition that seems 
to take ages and then when 
logged nothing happens, you 
go back to bed. You wake up 


next day wondering what 
happened, only to find out 
later that your local patrol 
were sent to the remotest 
part of the force and come 
back complaining they were 
late off duty. 

Take for instance locally 
and in Birmingham a num¬ 
ber of stabbings. Sadly in 
Aldridge a murder, this 
weekend another couple of 
stabbings took place. 

The police have all the 
technology at their disposal 
but no manpower, what a 
toothless tiger we have! 

JOHN WALTON 
Walsall 


Fears that 
our tributes 
could stop 

EVERY year approximate¬ 
ly 4,000 people gather in 
Aldridge on the nearest 
Sunday to November 11 at 
11 o’clock to honour our 
fallen heroes. 

On behalf of our Royal 
British Legion President 
Mr David Partridge MBE 
I lay the RBL wreath, who 
is nephew of Gus Bonna VC 
whom we are proud to hon¬ 
our as one of ours. 

We only close some of 
the main roads for approx¬ 
imately one hour, however 
the police can’t organise 
this anymore and it now has 
to be run by ‘street manage¬ 
ment’ for £5,000. 

Together with the help 
of Aldridge Lions Round 
Table, etc, we raise annu¬ 
ally approximately £40,000 
via the poppy appeal. 

However none of this 
comes to Aldridge RBL. We 
even raise funds for veter¬ 
ans and their dependants’ 
Christmas parcel. We can’t 
raise £5,000 so is our parade 
under threat? 

Anyone capitalising on 
this should be named and 
shamed. 

BARRY LEE 

Aldridge 



"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 





ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS 


electric roller door in white 
2300mm wide x 2300mm 
high overall sizes 
Painted Colour Curtain £45.00 
Supply Only 


2/3 x 1/3 white 
including frame 

Supply only 


Supplied and fitted 


Supplied and fitted 


_I GHRI 

vZX, jot 


□ cm fi 


£675 


ill 


40mm insulated 
sectional door free 
painted colour choice 
free motor 
Supply only 


Merlin 
Canopy Door 

Supplied & fitted 


Supplied and fitted • Steel Frame 

Si]©2© • SOffig ._ 

All doors are priced from and based on door sizes 7’ wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 

Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 

OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 


FULL REPAIR SERVICE 
SPARES IN STOCK 


We will beat any 
like for like quote 


FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE, 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 


Insulated compact 


Reaent steel 
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BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


we must improve our 
101 responses - chief 




Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, 
Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 
A huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
fantastic two storey showroom 


^Britannia 


Pine & Furniture 


Deluxe Range Made From 100% Solid Oak Zenn range made from 100% solid oak 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our ESBW shom handcraftedfurnitureuk 

Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG 

Tel: 01543 379888 Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

_www.britanniapine.co.uk_ 


Lisbon Painted Range 


Portsmouth Painted Range 


POLICE chiefs in the West 
Midlands have been told they 
need to make a ‘huge im¬ 
provement’ in their response 
to calls to the 101 non-emer¬ 
gency number. 

The region’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson 
said the fact nearly 400,000 calls 
to the number were not answered 
last year is ‘not acceptable’. 

Mr Jamieson said he recognised 
the force was ‘under pressure’ from 
an ‘unprecedented’ level of calls - but 
their performance had to improve. 

The force says 90 per cent of call 
handlers are now trained to deal with 
999 and 101 - the remaining 10 per 
cent are either on maternity leave or 
on long-term sick. 


Stress 

Officer and staff attendance is also 
below the 97 per cent target - cur¬ 
rently at 89 per cent for officers and 
92 per cent for civilian staff. 

Half of those off sick are on long¬ 
term sick leave, with the majority 
suffering from stress or anxiety which 
the force links with the changes to the 
department. 

Mr Jamieson said: “West Midlands 
Police has faced unprecedented calls 
for service from the public, outstrip¬ 
ping that of New Year’s Eve, which Response concerns - police and crime commissioner David Jamieson 


is traditionally the busiest time of the 
year. Staff are under pressure from 
the huge levels of demand. Eighty-four 
per cent of 999 emergency calls are 
answered within 10 seconds. I want 
that to improve further and reach the 
expected levels. It is an important ser¬ 
vice and it needs to improve.” 

Officers from specialist depart¬ 
ments, including CID, neighbourhood 


teams, and the public protection unit, 
have been called into help with day-to- 
day response calls. A report gives six 
main reasons for the performance. 

They include: rising numbers of 
vehicle crime, missing persons and 
anti-social behaviour cases that take 
longer to deal with, visitors to custody 
blocks and delivery drivers at un¬ 
staffed premises using 101 rather than 


direct numbers, officers not giving wit¬ 
nesses or victims direct numbers, and 
more bureaucratic procedures such as 
Sarah’s Law and Clare’s Law - where 
police can disclose if a new partner 
has a history of domestic or child sex 
abuse - taking more than two hours 
to deal with. The number of 999 calls 
has also increased by 20 per cent, the 
force said. 


*r J fireside 


INTERNET PRICES ON THE HIGH STREET 


i 


SURROUNDS 


iWO 


FRE 




FIRES & 
FIREPLACES 

Marble 'Paris' 
with fire fitted 
from 


SOFAS 

3 Seat and 2 Seat Sofas 

from only £395 


BEDS & 
MATTRESSES 

Single Divan 
& Mattress 
from only 

€79 


FURNITURE 

Big range of 
bedroom and 
dining/lounge 
furniture (Bedroom 
available in any 
colour and any size) 


We will beat any like for like quote guaranteed! 


First Floor, 71 Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW Tel: 01922 473880 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 9am-4.30pm 
Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday Closed 


SAVE CIS's!!! 


Facebook 

Borshchelectric 


Birmingham 
Upper Trinity Street, 
Birmingham B9 4EG 

0121 773 6361 

Extended guarantee available • Mini 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk [i 


Dudley Erdington Walsall 

Pear Tree Lane, 1-41 Sutton Road, Unit 17-19 Victorian 

Dudley DY2 OQU Erdington B23 6QH Arcade WSI I RE 

01384 571 879 0121 448 0202 01922 279927 

12 months guarantee • Local delivery & installation • IER Best Large Independent Retailer of Domestic Appliance 2( 


COOKING 

Built in Hobs B H il ‘; in Cookers 
Single Ovens , _ — 


LAUNDRY 

*Dryers K"e g s dishwashers 


t\v* 




£99 


Under counter Fridge Integrated Frost I Washer Dryers American Range Cookers 
refrigeration Freezers Free Fridge Freezer | Fridge Freezer 6 


REFRIGERATION 




£\99 


£99 


HUGE SELECTION AVAILABLE 


rncc IX/CDY FOR ORDERS OVER £ I 50 

IIACL ULLI V IZ t\T WITH THIS VOUCHER 

_ within a 15 mile_radius _.cPf_T’s and_Cs Ap£ly_ 
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Rallying together to help Isabella 


A COMMUNITY rallied together 
to help raise money for a school- 
guTs cancer treatment. 

Isabella Lyttle, aged 10, from 
Walsall, is fighting the rare and 
aggressive form of cancer neuro¬ 
blastoma, which affects fewer than 
100 children each year. 

On Monday, she joined 60 other 
people in a 5km walk and run 
around Walsall Arboretum. 

Those who took part included 
people from Shepwell School in 
Willenhall, where Isabella was 
supported ahead of joining St 
Francis Primary in Sheffield. 

Father Mark, who pushed Isa¬ 
bella around the course, said: “The 
support we’ve had is fantastic. 

“I know Isabella was delighted 
to see so many people going 
round.” 

The money would be used to pay 
for a vaccine in America. Donate 
at just giving.com/campaigns/char- 
ity/solvingkidscancer/isabellalyttle 



Isabella Lyttle with parents Mark and Jennie and Walsall Mayor, Marco Lon- 
ghi along with other supporters from Shepwell School in Willenhall as they 
hold a sponsored walk at Walsall Arboretum 


NSPCC reveals fears over 
children left home alone 


THE NSPCC referred nearly 120 cases 
to police and children’s services in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire last 
year, the organisation has revealed. 

The referrals came in the wake 
of calls and emails from members of 
the public worried about children left 
home alone. 

Ahead of the summer holidays, chil¬ 
dren’s charity bosses have confirmed 
specialist counsellors on its 24-hour 
helpline made 119 referrals in 2016-17 
to local agencies in the region. 

Of these, 44 referrals were made 
to authorities in Staffordshire, 28 in 
Sandwell, 19 in Dudley, 15 in Walsall 
and 13 in Wolverhampton. 

NSPCC chief executive Peter Wan- 


less said: “Deciding if a child is ready 
to be left on their own can be a very 
difficult decision and the summer hol¬ 
idays can be a difficult time for par¬ 
ents and carers as they face increasing 
childcare pressures. 

“Although there is no minimum age, 
no child should be left on their own 
if there is any risk they will come to 
harm. Children mature at their own 
rate so it’s really important parents 
think carefully about what is right for 
their child. Children shouldn’t be left 
on their own if they are not happy with 
being left, or if they don’t know what 
to do in an emergency.” 

Although the law does not give a 
minimum age at which children can 


be left on their own, parents and car¬ 
ers can be prosecuted for neglect if 
children are put at risk of suffering or 
injury. 

Worried callers to the NSPCC Help¬ 
line across the UK have reported chil¬ 
dren being left alone overnight and 
young children left to feed themselves 
and use dangerous kitchen equipment. 

To help parents and carers who may 
be considering whether or not to leave 
their child on their own for the first 
time this summer, the NSPCC has 
issued guidance on leaving children 
home alone on its website. 

The NSPCC’s helpline is available 
24/7 on 0808 800 5000 for free and 
confidential advice. 



Bedroom Carpets from £ 55.00 

Kitchen Vinyl from £ 39.00 

Bathroom Vinyl from £ 29.00 

Lounge Carpet from £ 59.00 



3 Vertical Blinds from £ 99.00 


Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 

01922 634555 


Willenhall, 
WV12 4JQ 

01902 606026 


Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8AA 

01922 452626 


Hednesford 
WS12 1DW 

01543 879500 
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BUY NOW PAY 2018 

INTEREST FREE 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSER VATORIES 
...BUILT TO LAST ESI 


SHOOT HEATH Oordai (Practice 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to include 
scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 18 
and in full time education 
or are under 18. 


mmm 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


30 years' experience of manufacturing high 
quality pvcu windows and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fa ^ y 5 pm e Monto U Fri 

(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) Unit i r Fryers Close, Walsall. WS3 2XQ ^ 


Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 
2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 
Tooth Whitening 
New patients welcome 
Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 
Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 
Denture Repairs 
Sports Mouth Guards 
White Fillings 
Braces 

Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 


'E9 


£150 


(Bring this advert with you) 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 


Appointments Available Immediately! 
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Furniture 


Open 7 days per week 
^ T . TEL: 01922 711177 

IN <x|rlOil www.fumiturenation.co.uk 


B espoke 

TOUt)"" ""ft _ 
WOOD f 
kitcfieos 


made 


Oak & Painted 
Coffee Tables from £199 


your 


Painted Wooden Kitchens 
Made to size 


Oak TV Cabinets 
from £79 


Oak & Painted 
Shabby Chic 
Furniture from £99 


WE ARE HERE 


WE CAN MAKE FURNITURE TO YOUR SIZES! 


UNIT 3, ARROW 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
STRAIGHT ROAD, 
WILLENHALL, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 
WV12 5AE 


FREE 

DELIVERY- 
25% OFF 


Bentley Lane Straight HOad ^ UY 

~W r ~ i= u 


HEALTH & FITNESS I BOXING I YOGA I GYM I SAUNA I MASSAGE 




NOW UNDER 

NEW 

MANAGEMENT 


NEW SAUNA 
COMING SOON 


WE ARE: 


a gym, located in 
Walsall, with a unisex 
gym upstairs with 
new and improved 
equipment 


SUNBEDS HAVE 
NOW ARRIVESD 


energy" 


If you want to be part of one 
of Walsall’s friendliest gyms, 
give us a call or pop in 


Health & Fitness 


9-1OA THE BRIDGE, WALSALL WS1 1 LR 


01922 624466 


OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 6AM - 10PM • SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8AM - 6PM 


Fundraiser Glyn all 
set for bike challenge 



Glyn Marston is saddling up for the fundraising cycle ride 

Triple bill of opera treats 


A FUNDRAISING champion 
from the Black Country who 
has battled a number of inju¬ 
ries and conditions is taking 
on a charity cycling chal¬ 
lenge. 

Glyn Marston is gearing up to 
take on the London to Edinburgh 
to London cycle ride, which gets 
under way on Sunday 

The cyclist - who has had a knee re¬ 
placement, heart issues and epilepsy 
- has been been given the thumbs-up 
from his doctor to take on the chal¬ 
lenge. And he hopes to promote his 
home town of Willenhall and the 
Black Country on his way, as well as 
supporting MacMillan Cancer Sup¬ 
port, Cancer Research UK and St Giles 
Hospice in Walsall. 

The 54-year-old, who has run 
more than 100 marathons, said: “Im¬ 
agine cycling all day and all night, all 
through the dark hours and navigating 
your way along the designated route to 
make sure that you reach each check 
point on time. This challenge is tough 
in every aspect. 

“There will be places to sleep and 
catch 40 winks but if you are up 
against the time, you will not have 
spare time to catch a nap. 

“This challenge is not just about 
endurance and stamina but also about 
strength of mind, determination and 
the will to carry on through whatever 
the weather throws at you.” 

Mr Marston has supported the 
community by coaching dodgeball 
to youngsters across the region and 
started a walking football club among 
other things. 

He has had a banner that is auto¬ 
graphed by celebrities made which will 
be auctioned at the end of the year to 
boost the fundraising. 


OPERA fans will be treated to a trio of 
shows at a Birmingham theatre next 
March. 

The Welsh National Opera is bring¬ 
ing three performances to the Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome: Tosca, La 
Forza del Destino and Don Giovanni. 

Tosca tells the tale of Floria Tosca, a 
woman with many admirers, but eyes 
for just one man - the painter Cavara- 
dossi. 


La Forza del Destino is about a cou¬ 
ple called Don Alvaro and Leonora 
who plan to elope. 

Thirdly, Don Giovanni is centred 
around the arrogant and charismatic 
Don Giovanni, who seduces his way 
around Europe. 

La Forza del Destino takes place on 
Tuesday, March 6. Don Giovanni is on 
Wednesday, March 7, and Tosca will 
take place on Thursday, March 8. 


dfc, Aldridge Firepl aces 

SUMMER SALE 
NOWON 


FREE FITTING 




(excludes fires only) 


10% OFF EVERYTHING ! 
ANYTHING IN STORE, 



Offer ends 31st July 2017. Bring this voucher along. 



/safe 


m 

i *- — 

51A ANCHOR ROAD, ALDRIDGE WS9 8PT 


01922 458017 tS 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 













































































School’s £4m funding for new block 


A DILAPIDATED school which 
has been repeatedly refused fund¬ 
ing has finally secured a £4 mil¬ 
lion grant to build a new teaching 
block. 

Work on the facility at Joseph 
Leckie Academy will start in 
January and it will be finished 
by March 2019. It will feature 14 
classrooms in the block with the 
plans branded as ‘world class’ by 
principal Keith Whittlestone. 

Mr Whittlestone said: “The 
east end of the main teaching 
block which for many years has 
formed part of the iconic front¬ 
age on Walstead Road West will 
be demolished and replaced with 
a two-storey structure, which fea¬ 
tures modern heating, lighting 
and ventilation systems to ensure 
excellent energy efficiency. 

“This investment in our Acad¬ 
emy will further transform the 
learning environment for our stu¬ 
dents and their teachers.” 



An artist’s impression of how the new teaching block will look 


Est 1980 


Select dows 


ii 


Windows, Doors and Conservatories 


FREEPHONE 0800 3283384 
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Football coach ran in 


front of HI-way traffic 


A FOOTBALL coach took his 
own life after running in front 
of a coach carrying children 
on the M5 at Great Barr, an 
inquest heard. 

Nicholas Mowl, aged 41, had been 
troubled by a mystery trauma, be¬ 
lieved to be related to his health. 

The week before his death, the re¬ 
tired semi-professional footballer had 
been due to return to Australia to 
work, but failed to make the flight, 
saying he was ill. 

The coach, which had taken pupils 
to Grove Primary in Handsworth, Bir¬ 
mingham, after a day at Kingsbury 
Water Park on May 16, had been di¬ 


verted due to the closure of the Aston 
Expressway following the discovery 
of an unexploded Second World War 
bomb nearby. 

Driver Gurdip Bagree, of Broadway 
West, Walsall, described seeing a black 
Vauxhall Insignia pull on to the hard 
shoulder and park abruptly before the 
driver jumped out about two coach 
lengths away from the Attain Travel 
coach. 


Sudden 


Mr Bagree told the hearing: “Alarm 
bells did start ringing. The driver 
looked back and made eye contact, 
then he ran in front of my vehicle. 
It was so sudden, I had no chance to 


react.” Pc Stuart Thorpe, who investi¬ 
gated the incident, said the Vauxhall’s 
engine was still running when po¬ 
lice arrived at the scene. The coach’s 
windscreen was smashed, but no-one 
onboard had been hurt. 

A post mortem showed Mr Mowl, 
from Solihull, who worked for sports 
agency Omnisports, died from multi¬ 
ple injuries. 

According to his parents, who did 
not attend, Mr Mowl had alluded to 
‘something that had happened in his 
life’, possibly the diagnosis of a ter¬ 
minal illness, said Pc Thorpe. Black 
Country coroner Zafar Siddique con¬ 
cluded that Mr Mowl’s death was due 
to suicide. 



EX SHOWROOM DISPLAY COMPOSITE DOORS 
FROM £495* 


CONSERVATORY SHOWROOM DISPLAY MODEL 
FROM £5,995* 


Head Office: Select House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 
Open: Monday-Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm; Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Sunday by appointment only 





HUGE 


SAVINGS 


- BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE* 


-FREETYREI 


NEW 
TYRES FROM 


-FREE FITTING. 


-FREE BALANCING. 


-FREE VALVES. 


-SERVICING FROM £79* 


-EXHAUSTS. 


-BRAKES. 


-ALIGNMENT. 


COPPICE SIDE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
BR0WNHILLS 


WS87EX 

0FFPELSALL ROAD 


01543 360216 



Ztmn&rsTOfH 



i 


1 ©% 


OFF 


limply pr«tof«l thU ootipo* wtvrn yotar orter from Pro fit Tyro*. 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 

'UDE OUDE Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


Made to order, with a large choice of 

colours and finishes 

Delivery direct to home or site 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 


■ 


lk 






www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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Jhe New Art Gallery Walsall 

Great for all the family 



• SUMMER FAMILY WORKSHOPS 
Fun, free and buggy friendly 

• Explore and learn together in THE FAMILY GALLERY 

FRIDAY S.T.E.A.M Sessions: workshops exploring how science meets art 

• New: Free Activity Bags to use around the Gallery 

• Family friendly Costa on the ground floor 

Quentin Blake Seven Kinds of Magic exhibition plus family activities 

• Free admission 

What are you waiting for, visit today! 



Tuesday - Saturday ioam-5pm, Sunday i2noon-4pm 
Closed Mondays and Bank Holidays 


FAMILY GALLERY 


RELAX, LOOK, CREATE AND DISCOVER 


The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

Gallery Square, Walsall WS2 8LG 
01922654400 thenewartgallerywalsall.org.uk 



Walsall Council 




Supported by 

ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGLAND 


Wonderful workshops for all 
at New Art Gallery Walsall 



Commercial feature 

Join us for an exciting, fun 
packed summer of family 
workshops, activities and events 
at The New Art Gallery, Walsall. 

TUESDAY TOTS: Workshops inspired 
by the Gallery’s current exhibitions. For 
toddlers up to four-years-old with their 
carer, and run on Tuesdays, August, 1, 
8,15, 22 and 29, from 11am-12noon. 
£1.50 per child, please pre-book on 
01922 654400. 

WEDNESDAY FOR ALL - FREE: 
Workshops inspired by the Gallery’s 
current exhibitions. Suitable for all 
ages, everyone can join in. Wednesday 
July 26, August 2, 9,16, 23 and 30 
August, 12noon-3pm. Free, drop in 
subject to space. 

THURSDAY SKILLS: Workshops 
inspired by the Gallery’s current 
exhibitions. Suitable for families with 
children aged four years and older. 
Taking place today, July 27 and then 
August 3,10,17, 24 and 31,11-12.30pm 
and 1.30-3pm. £2.50 per child, please 
pre-book on 01922 654400. 

SATURDAY PLAYDATES - FREE: Join 
us every Saturday during the school 
holidays for practical collaborative 
art sessions inspired by the Gallery’s 
current exhibitions. These are informal 
sessions, open to all ages, adults 
welcome too. Saturdays, July 29, then 
August 5,12,19 and 26, as well as 
September 2,11am-4pm. Suitable for 
all ages. Free and drop in subject to 
space. 

ARTS AWARD ‘DISCOVER IN A 
DAY’ FOR FAMILIES: Taking place on 


Tuesdays, August 1,15 and 29, from 
11am-4pm. For 5+ year olds with their 
carer. £5 per child, please pre-book. 
Join us for a whole day of art! 

Help your child to discover the arts 
and achieve their Arts Award Discover 
in a day. Children ages 5+, with a 
parent/guardian investigate different 
art forms, find out about an artist, take 
part in a practical workshop and share 
their work. (The same workshop will run 
on each of these days - please choose 
which day you wish to attend when 
booking). 


FRIDAY S.T.E.A.M SESSIONS: 
Tomorrow, Friday July 28, then August 
11 and 25, from llam-lpm. For children 
11-15 years old. £2.50 per child, please 
pre-book. This series of workshops 
will explore how science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics all meet 
art. Each session will be different, using 
pieces from the Gallery collections as 
inspiration and a focus on art. 

For more details contact The New 
Art Gallery Walsall, Gallery Square, 
Walsall, WS2 8LG; telephone: 01922 
654400 


1 Sofa 

FACTORY OUTLET 


Photographed 
at RAF Cosford 



SALE NOW ON 

AT WALSALL FIREPLACES 


Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices 


MANAGER’S SPECIAL 

48" marble Fireplace With LED 
Downlights Includes choice of 
3.9KW Gas or 2KW Electric fire 

ms £1038.00 

NOW ONLY £599.00 



MASSIVE "MADE TO MEASURE" 

Sofa Sale Now On! 

(up to 70% off High Street Prices) 


> 20 Years of Quality 

Manufacturing c=^ 


Buy British for 

Superior Quality 


Thomas Street 

Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 



Open 

10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 425 225 


Many more offers in 
our showroom. 

Free no obligation I 

Surveys L 

Free Delivery 

Expert fitting 
service available fej 


OPENING HOURS 


Walsall 
f Fireplaces 

•RAOITIONAl SETTINGS 


m 




Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
Open 10.00am-4.00pm 

Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. Sunday Closed 


9-80 Ablewell 
| Walsall WS1 2EU 

el: 01922 644407 

rww.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 
























































Foster joins Brum’s 
2022 Games bid team 



Brendan Foster, former Commonwealth Games 10,000 
metres gold medallist, is backing the Birmingham bid 


FORMER Commonwealth Games 10,000 metres gold med¬ 
allist Brendan Foster has joined the Birmingham 2022 bid 
team, which is trying to bring the event to the city. 

Foster also won an Olympic bronze and two other Com¬ 
monwealth Games medals in his athletics career and was 
founder of the Great Run Company, which manages Great 
Birmingham Run, Great Birmingham 10k and Birming¬ 
ham International Marathon. 

Now aged 69, he will be retiring from the BBC Sport 
commentaiy team after this summer’s London IAAF World 
Championship. He said: “Birmingham is an ambitious, vi¬ 
brant city with a great sporting heritage and I believe the 
ideal location to host such a prestigious global event.” 

Ian Ward, deputy city council leader and chairman of the 
Birmingham Commonwealth Games Steering Group, said: 
“We are thrilled that Brendan is joining our team to help 
secure the Commonwealth Games for Birmingham. 

“His knowledge, both as a former athlete and as a busi¬ 
ness professional, will be a boost to our efforts.” 


Firms flock 
to sign up 
for festival 
of business 


BLACK COUNTRY Companies are already 
flocking to take part in the region’s first busi¬ 
ness festival, set to take place next spring. 

The official festival website went live this week, 
and firms were immediately signing up to host 
events aimed at spreading the word far and wide 
about the Black Country as a place to live, work, do 


business and invest. 

The Black Country Busi¬ 
ness Festival is a joint 
venture between the local 
chamber of commerce and 
brand management com¬ 
pany Associate Events, but 
the key is recruiting scores 
of companies from across 
the area to get involved and 
run events. 

Phenomenal 

Alister De Ternant, man¬ 
aging director of Associate 
Events, said: “The uptake 
and response from local 
businesses has been phe¬ 
nomenal. 

“We already know of 
around 35 events and have 
already had a number of 
official applications for the 
festival on the first day of 
the website starting up, 
which is an amazing result.” 


By Simon Penfold 


The festival has now be 
launched online at www. 
blackcountrybusinessfes- 
tival.com, on Twitter - @ 
BlackCountryBF - and on 
Facebook. 

The aim of the two-week 
festival, running from April 
23 to May 4 next year - is for 
companies to put together 
a packed programme of 
around 100 business events 
to show their pride in the 
Black Country and put the 
region on a national stage, 
attracting new investment 
and stimulating economic 
growth. 

It will be held across Dud¬ 
ley, Sandwell, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton to show¬ 
case industry of all kinds 
and firms of all sizes. 



The Summer Sale is now in its final week at Cousins, the 
Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 


There are huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free. 


BIG 

SAVINGS 

THROUGHOUT 
THE STORE 


COMPLETE 

THE LOOK 

HUGE RANGE OF 
ACCESSORIES 
IN STORE 


ON DATTA MIRROR 
Was £329 | SAVE £130 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 


ousins 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Established 1985 


0 % APR REPRESENTATIVE 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay 
nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27 (0% APR Representative) Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. 
Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid unti 
06.08.17. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 


This Summer come along to 
Willenhall Chart Community Hub 


Willonhkall 


Also available 

children's party 
packages, 

including Room Hire, 
Face Painting and 
Bouncy Castle all for just 


Time for 
Youth Group 

Now On 
Thursday 
6.30pm - 8.30pm 

This is a social group 
with activities 


FREE WORK CLUB 

Offering free help with jobs, 
setting up emails, accounts, interview 
techniques and C.V. Writing 

Mon 10am - 2pm Tues 9am - 1pm 
Wed 9am - 1pm Thurs 2pm - 6pm 


19 Gomer Street, Willenhall WV13 2NS | 01902 368199 


Final Week 


REVIVAL LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA 
Was £4429 


CAMBRIDGE BEDROOI 
Solid oak bedroom turn 


WARDROBE £499 
BEDSIDE CABINET £139 


PRICE 

PROMISE 
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Inquest inconclusive over 
pensioner's beach death 


A PENSIONER died after collapsing on a beach while on hol¬ 
iday in Turkey, in inquest heard. 

But the exact cause of Ronald Picken’s death remains a mystery as a 
coroner heard his family had been given little information about what 
happened to him. 

An inquest heard the 81-year-old, from High Heath, Walsall, told his wife he 


was going for a paddle in the sea. A fev 

Tales relive 
key battle - 
100 years on 

REAL-LIFE stories from one of histo¬ 
ry’s most dramatic and heart-break¬ 
ing battles will be retold after 100 
years at a Walsall library. 

An event to coincide with the 100th 
Anniversary of The Battle of Pass- 
chendaele will be held at Aldridge 
Library next Monday from 10.30am 
until 11.30am. 

The team behind the Aldridge 
Great War Project will reveal and cap¬ 
ture the moving stories of local people 
who took part in the notorious battle. 

Councillor Ian Shires, portfolio 
holder for community, leisure and 
culture, said: “This talk will be a 
touching and intriguing experience, 
retelling the sacrifices made, particu¬ 
larly by the men of Aldridge.” 

Admission is free, but booking is 
requested on 01922 655569 or at 
aldridgelibrary@walsall.gov.uk 


minutes later she was alerted by frantic 
locals telling her there was a problem. 

A post-mortem in Turkey and a sec¬ 
ond examination in the Black Country 
proved inconclusive. 

Water was found in Mr Picken’s 
lungs by the Turkish pathologist but 
Black Country Coroner Zafar Siddique 
said he could not be sure Mr Picken 
had drowned and that it was possible 
he could have collapsed into the water, 
particularly as he wasn’t much of a 
swimmer. 

Mrs and Mrs Picken were on holiday 
in the resort town of Marmaris on July 
3 when the incident happened. 

Doctor 

He was found at the water’s edge 
and a German doctor attended to him 
at the beach before he was put into an 
ambulance. His family were later in¬ 
formed he had died. 

Bonita Poole, senior investigator for 
the coroner, told the hearing in Old¬ 
bury: “His wife was reading a book 
and he said he was going for a paddle. 
The next thing, these Turkish people 
were trying to converge to tell her 
what happened. The post-mortem in 
Turkey remained unascertained.” 

Mr Siddique gave an open conclu¬ 
sion. He speculated Mr Picken could 
have suffered a ‘cardiac incident’ but 
it was not possible to say what caused 
his death. 


School’s out for teacher after 42 years 

f 

* 

f A 1 

IPsM 


Former student Jennifer Noble-Taylor bids farewell to retiring Grace Academy teacher Lynda Outhwaite, of Cannock 


A MUCH-loved and respected teacher 
has retired after notching up 42 years 
at the same school. 

School’s out forever for Lynda Out¬ 
hwaite, who began working at Dar- 
laston Comprehensive School in 1975 
before it changed its name to Grace 
Academy Darlaston. 

The-63-year-old, from Cannock, 
made her emotional goodbyes on her 
final day last Friday. Two generations 
of families who were ex-pupils of Mrs 


Outhwaite were there to bid her fare¬ 
well, including Jennifer Noble-Taylor. 
She said: “She taught me RE and took 
part in all of the school plays.” 

Mrs Outhwaite, previously Miss 
Head, said: “The students are phe¬ 
nomenal. Darlaston children have 
something about them that endears 
them to you and they are very grateful 
for everything you do for them. 

“I think there is no better school to 
be a part of and they have been very 


good to me. The job has kept me young 
and I don’t feel 63 at all.” 

Mrs Outhwaite was promoted to as¬ 
sistant head of year soon after starting 
out at the school, and further promo¬ 
tions followed including head of house, 
head of religious education, and head 
of the humanities faculty. 

“The good wishes I have received 
have been overwhelming and this is 
indicative of the good nature of Dar¬ 
laston people.” 


Road delays 
to allow for 
pipe repairs 

DRIVERS face seven weeks of delays 
outside Walsall Manor Hospital after 
gas works began on Monday. 

The ‘essential’ work along Walsall’s 
Pleck Road will replace ageing iron 
gas mains with new plastic pipes that 
are thought to be able to last for 80 
years. 

As part of the works, one lane will 
be closed in Pleck Road between Wol¬ 
verhampton Road and Bridgeman 
Street. Pleck Road will be closed to 
southbound traffic between Bridge- 
man Street and Ida Road and there 
will be no left turn from Bridgeman 
Street into Pleck Road and no right 
turn into Pleck Road from Moat Road. 

Stephen Murray, head of contract 
for Cadent, who are carrying out the 
works, said: “We appreciate that this 
is a busy route. We’ve planned the 
project so that the bulk of the work 
takes place during the summer school 
holidays as there is less traffic on the 
roads. However, we would still advise 
motorists to leave extra time for their 
journeys, particularly at morning and 
evening peak times. 

“We’d like to thank residents and 
businesses for their patience and 
co-operation. Every effort will be 
made to complete the work as soon as 
possible, with the bulk of the project 
taking place during the summer hol¬ 
idays. 

Concert held in aid 
of animal charity 

A CONCERT to raise money for ani¬ 
mals takes place tonight (Thursday). 

Rescue Rock ‘n’ Roll is being staged 
at the Black Country Arms, on Wal¬ 
sall High Street, from 8pm. 

It has been organised by Sophie 
Dallaway for Walsall Animal Care, a 
voluntary organisation looking after 
unwanted and neglected animals. 


You are warmly invited to join us for our 

tfedia'e th& sSeaAttte ^ 

SATURDAY 5 th AUGUST 

FROM 2.00PM AT 
THE HAWTHORNS ALDRIDGE 

Come along to our Beach Party Themed Open Day to enjoy 
seaside snacks, summer refreshments and fun activities. 



the 

care 

workers 

charity 


f For full event details please visit facebook.com/TheHawthornsAldridge 
THE HAWTHORNS - WHERE YOU'RE IN GOOD COMPANY 

Call 01922 262983 or Search ‘Hawthorns Aldridge’ I Erdington Road I Aldridge I West Midlands I WS9 8UH 
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pm RUG Gallery 

Walsall's NEW & BIGGEST Rug Store 




Large 
Choice of 
Childrens 
Rugs 



I Hm 

4k < a; ^ 

LARGE Room Size Rugs 




Modern 

Designs 

120x170cm 
160 x220cm 



RUGS TO TAKE 
AWAY TODAY 

Rugs from as little as 
£19 to over £500 

A RUG FOR 
EVERY ROOM 

Lounge, Bedroom, 
Bathroom 

Dining Room, HalL... 


SHAGGY 

PILE 

Range of Sizes 
80x150cm to 

240 x 340cm 




Washed Out 
Woodmark 

Deep Vinyl-for any room 



Woodmark Aspin 

Extra Deep Vinyl, Scratch 
Resistant, laminate lookalike 




V// / 


REAL WOODS 
& LAMINATES 
A FANTASTIC 
SELECTION 
AND 

UNBELIEVABLE 
PRICES TO 
MATCH!!! 


CRS RUG GALLERY 

Day Street Walsall WS2 8EJ 

011922 621800 



COME & MEET THE TEAM 

TOM, ADAM & JOHN 


Sunday l0-4pm 

web: www.crscannock.com 
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NOW AVAILABLE 

Antiwrinkle Treatments 
for frown lines, glabellar lines 
and crows feet. 

Lip filler treatments for 
definition and volumising, nose 
to mouth lines, lines around lips. 
Free consultation available call 
the practice now. 





fhacbicb 


More pupils 
are being 
expelled 
from school 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Examination to include 
scale & polish 

£19.70 

You may be eligible for free 
treatment if you are in receipt 
of certain benefits, if you have 
had a baby in the last year, 
if you are 18 and in full time 
education or are under 18 . 


• Open Daily 9am till 8pm, 
Saturdays 9am till 2pm 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry - 
get the smile you always 
dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 

• Crowns, Bridges 
& Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



£ 99.00 

(Bring this advert with you) 


131 HIGH STREET, BROWNHILLS WS8 6HG 

01543 360663 


Appointments Available Immediately! 


THE number of pupils expelled from schools 
in the Black Country and Staffordshire rose 
by more than a quarter in a year - a second 
successive increase, new figures reveal. 

In total, 454 students were ordered to permanent¬ 
ly leave their school year 2015/16. 

Persistent disruptive behaviour was the most common 


reason given, but violent 
attacks on pupils and staff 
as well as drugs and alcohol 
misuse were also the basis of 
the decisions. 

Across the Black Country 
and Staffordshire region, 
Dudley had the highest rate 
of children expelled, 82 pu¬ 
pils - a rate of 0.17 pupils 
per 100. 

Travesty 

In Walsall, the rate was 
0.16, with 78 pupils ex¬ 
pelled. 

In Wolverhampton it 
was 0.15 (63 pupils) and in 
Sandwell 0.14 (79). Figures 
for Staffordshire showed 
0.13 per cent at 152 

Dudley Council’s cabinet 
member for children’s ser¬ 
vices, Anne Millward, said 
she would be calling for ac¬ 
tion after hearing of the lat- 


By Alex Ross 

est figures. She said: “Any 
child expelled from school 
is a travesty. We need to get 
a grip of this, find out what 
measures can be taken to 
stop so many children being 
expelled.” 

The statistics, released 
this week by the Department 
for Education, also showed 
school bosses handed out 
almost 59,631 exclusions to 
pupils. Most were in Staf¬ 
fordshire -17,304 - followed 
by Sandwell - 13,117 - and 
then Walsall-11,304. 

Nansi Ellis, assistant gen¬ 
eral secretary for policy at 
the Association of Teachers 
and Lecturers, said: “These 
figures highlight that 
schools are consistently un¬ 
derfunded and increasingly 
understaffed.” 


Children’s classic tale 
performed in open air 



Ross Ford and George Attwell in The Secret Garden which 
was staged at Walsall Arboretum 


THE company behind an open air show held at Walsall Ar¬ 
boretum last weekend returns to the stage in September. 

Heartbreak Productions put on the acclaimed children’s 
classic The Secret Garden last Saturday in front of hun¬ 
dreds of revellers, many enjoying picnics. 

Heartbreak Productions have been touring both the 
UK and abroad for more than 25 years with a repertoire 
of productions and will return on September 3 to perform 
Murder on the Terrace. 

The Secret Garden was staged as part of the company’s 
2017 Summer Season which also includes Billionaire Boy, 
Northanger Abbey, Murder on the Terrace and The Tam¬ 
ing of the Shrew. 

Councillor Chris Jones, portfolio holder for Clean and 
Green at Walsall Council said: “Its fantastic that open air 
theatre is being put on in the Arboretum this summer.” 



SUIVIIVIER 


iUWooden 
^Sheds 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


Log Cabins view 

& Garden Rooms ONLINE 


FULL TONGUE & GROO 


© Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 



Ci 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from Delivery Delivered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 

£3299 


Prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


0 Huge Range (2) Made To Measure Service Cl Lined & Insulated Options Cl Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 



BUILDINGS 





















































SPECIAL 

OFFERS 


fl 





Bed&'fft' 

Furniture 

CftAbAACt- (3*Ott 


T: 01922 647 076 


iuuiuu.clearancecentre.uk.com 

Ml oHm ixnd «t snm t:l (|ong to pnw ai \turn* iInttm mm YU** Fnd erf Um. Cwmlwl unkn A O*a0ft> waxxk 

EIOE. imton tor HuMrinon pupc w i only- 


Find us on 

Facebook 
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Lining up - the Viking road racing team c.1951 


An advert showing Russell street works 


TTHC member Harry Stant on a Viking racing bike 



Bob Thom winning a road race for Viking 


How Viking weighed in 
with light racing cycles 



The Viking works in Princess Alley 


OVER the years there have been 
more than 80 bicycle manufacturers 
in Wolverhampton. One of the largest 
was Viking Cycles, famous for light¬ 
weight racing bikes. 

The company was founded at 5 Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road, Heath Town by Victor Davies, in 1908. 
It expanded to Broad Street in 1928. 

They opened a shop on Princess Street in 1934, 
and further works down Princess Alley the fol¬ 
lowing year. It became a limited liability com¬ 
pany in 1939, Viking Cycles Ltd. 

After the war further premises were opened in 
St Peter’s Square, and by now they were mak¬ 
ing 2,000 bicycles a year, most notably the light¬ 
weight racing bikes, and decided to form their 
own team. One of the greatest racers of the day, 
Bob Thom, was recruited to manage and ride for 
the team which began in 1948, and won many 


major road races. Production increased rapidly, 
with up to 1,250 dealers across the country, and 
by 1963 they were making 20,000 bikes a year 
with a workforce of 70. 

By then various premises had been consol¬ 
idated occupying the much larger Merridale 
Works in Russell Street, but soon afterwards 
there was something of a slump in the trade. 

The company, now run by Victor’s son Ron, 
survived for a while with a revolutionary child’s 
bike, which grew telescopically, with the child, 
but in 1967 Viking ceased production. The com¬ 
pany was bought by two Americans who moved 
production to Londonderry, where the bikes were 
just assembled, with bought-in components. 

The Tettenhall Transport Heritage Centre has 
a growing collection of Wolverhampton-built two 
wheelers, including a Viking racing bicycle, and 
they would like to know the colours of the Viking 
Racing Team, to recreate the kit. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 



The site of the shop in Princess Street 
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To advertise 
in this space 

please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner 
01543465333 



From Corrie star to 
Queen Of Hearts 



I do a lot of 
shouting, sing a bit 
and eat three jam 
tarts every show 


The music in Wonderland is one of Wendi’s most 
favoured aspects. And she’s thrilled to be lining up 
alongside David, the Birmingham-born singer and actor 
who left his job as a quality control supervisor at an 
engineering firm to pursue his dream of being a star. 

David went on to feature in the West End in Les 
Miserables, in the lead role of Jean Valjean, before joining 
the Broadway cast. He then succeeded Michael Crawford 
in Lord Andrew Lloyd- 

tte b Op e ;r S a P a h t a Her m * Wonderful tonight 

Majesty's Theatre. - Wendi Stars in 

Wonderland 

of Wonderland. 

She says: 

“The music is 
just amazing, 

Wonderland has a 
wonderful score by 
Frank Wildhorn with 
great vocals from 
everybody in the 
cast. There’s music 
from every genre, 
there’s rock, pop, 
pure musical theatre, 
boyband and even 
a bit of classical, 
there’s something 
for every age. There’s 
a modern twist on it - 
our Alice is 40 now and 
she has a teenage daughter, once 
she’s back in Wonderland you 
meet all the familiar characters you 
know and love. There is the twist of 
the Looking Glass, anybody could 
change at any point. 

“For this production we had 
nothing really to copy and that’s 
lovely. I don’t think that any 
actor should ever copy what’s 
been before, but of course if 
the material’s out there you’re 


going to have a sneaky look at 
what’s been done previously. 

Apart from a performance 
by the Broadway cast at 
the Tony Awards there’s 
little else of Wonderland 
online and I love that 
because I can think 
through the character 
myself and be my 
best interpretation of 
the role and hopefully 
bring something new 
to it.” 

She found her way 
into the role of Queen of 
Hearts, taking inspiration 
from a number of sources. 
However, given that the 
British play is a UK first, 
she was able to create 
the role from scratch. 
And she’s hoping 
local audiences will 
enjoy her portrayal - 
even though eating 
so many jam tarts 
has been no good for 
her waistline. 

“With the Queen Of 
Hearts, there are so 
many different versions 
of her. The one that 
always stands out for me 
is the Disney film and that’s 
probably the image that 
springs to mind for most 


THRILLED 


S he used to be the Queen 
of the Street. But now 
Corrie star Wendi Peters 
- aka Cilia Battersby - is 
the Queen of Hearts. 
Following sold-out seasons 
across the globe, the multi Grammy 
and Drama Desk Award-nominated 
Wonderland has received its UK and 
European premiere. 

A new British production, which visits Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre from Monday until August 5, stars Wendi 
as the Queen Of Hearts. 

It also features leading musical theatre star Dave 
Willetts as the White Rabbit, with We Will Rock You & 
Britain’s Got Talent’s Rachael Wooding as Alice. 

Wendi says: “My job as an actress is to be creative. I 
just love the process of reading something off the page 
and thinking through how I’m going to best tell the story. 

I don’t like doing anything for too long - I played Cilia 
Battersby in Coronation Street for four years, the longest 
time I’ve ever worked on the same role. It got to that 
point where I wasn’t doing anything different and I knew I 
needed to create something new and get back out there 
to do theatre again, where I’d learnt my craft. 

“People would watch me on TV four times a week and 
think that’s all I could do, but they perhaps didn’t realise 
that for 15 years before Coronation Street I’d been in 
musical theatre - it’s lovely to go back to my roots and 
have a good old sing every night.” 


people. There’s a little bit of myself in my characterisation 
and I think that for any actor, to play the role truthfully 
there must be a little bit of their own self in the character.” 

“As the Queen Of Hearts, I do a lot of shouting, sing a 
few numbers and eat three jam tarts every show. By the 
time we get to Wolverhampton we’ll have done about 200 
shows, so I’ll have eaten 600 jam tarts. 

“It’s always fun to play the baddie, but you must find 
something within them that does make people like them 
a little bit. I’d like to think that there will be a little bit of all 
my comedy heroes in my Queen Of Hearts. I love Molly 
Sugden, Peggy Mount and Patricia Routledge who played 
Hyacinth ‘Bouquet’ Bucket in Keeping Up Appearances - 
you can’t help but love Hyacinth, she’s a monster but part 
you that says ‘oh isn’t she wonderful.’” 

WONDERLAND is now on sale at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre for performances between 31 July - 5 
August 2017. Tickets from www.grandtheatre.co.uk. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 















The heat is on for summer 


blockbuster 

The first time you see Miss Saigon, 

I guarantee it will be etched on your 
heart forever. It’s completely and utterly 
unforgettable. 

Music is by the incomparable team, Claude-Michel 
Schonberg and Alain Boublil, while lyrics are by Alain 
and Richard Maltby Jr. It came hot on the heels of 
the team’s epic musical phenomenon Les Miserables 
when it premiered in the 1980s, and 30 years on is still 
filling theatres, writes Alison Norton. 

Miss Saigon is based on Puccini’s Madame 
Butterfly, and tells the tragic love story of a teenage 
Vietnamese girl and an American Gl who meet during 
the Vietnam war. In this production of Miss Saigon, 


Miss Saigon 

The Engineer, who is essentially a pimp, is played 
by Red Concepcion, an engaging actor from the 
Philippines.“This is my first show in Europe and in the 
UK, which is very exciting!” he says. “The Engineer is 
nasty but funny and charming in his own way.” 

A highlight in the show is a life-sized helicopter, 
which lands and then takes off again on stage. I saw 
it on the day I visited the cast at one of their technical 
rehearsal days in Leicester. Spoiler alert! Let’s just say 
you hear it before you see it and the effect is nothing 
short of chilling. It’s one of the most incredible special 
affects you will ever see in theatre. 

Catch Miss Saigon at Birmingham Hippodrome, it is 
on now and continues until September 23. Visit www. 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 


Pinch me, I'm so 
lucky to get this role 


He’s a platinum-selling 
recording artist, actor, 
producer, author and 
ambassador for the Prince’s 
Trust. Darius Campbell is a 
man of many talents. 

He is currently touring the UK 
with Funny Girl The Musical, which 
brings the former Pop Idol finalist to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre until 
its final performance in the city on 
Saturday night. He is leading man 
Nick Arnstein starring alongside 
Natasha J Barnes as Fanny Brice. 

“Funny Girl is such a pleasure, 
we opened in London and now 


we’re touring with Natasha. It is 
the number one romantic musical 
comedy of all time - and I get to 
be the leading man, so pinch me. I 
get to do it again 18 months on and 
we’re still performing to standing 
ovations. I’m very lucky. 

“We’ve got some of the best 
music and maybe the best songs 
of the last 70 years. The show is 
50 years old and it hasn’t been 
performed here since the original 
with Barbara Streisand which shot 
her to fame. They made a film of it 
that won five Academy Awards.” 

Campbell came to fame through 
reality TV, though he’s long since 
outgrown those roots. 



“It’s 

been 17 
years since my 

original audition for Pop Idol and 15 
years since my single Colourblind 
went to number one in the charts. 

“It was 2005 when I first stepped 
into the West End, as Billy Flynn 
in Chicago and since then I’ve got 
to work with my musical theatre 
heroes, Sir Trevor Nunn, Sir Tim 
Rice and take the lead in musicals 
that I’ve loved being part of, stories 
that are classic, the leading man 
romantic stories such as Gone With 
The Wind, Guys And Dolls and 
From Here To Eternity. Funny Girl is 
the jewel in the crown of musicals.” 


Beverley to star 
in her first panto 

Beverley Knight will perform 
in her first-ever pantomime 
this year at Birmingham 
Hippodrome. 

The 44-year-old 
actress and singer 
from Wolverhampton 
will take on the role of 
The Fairy Godmother in 
Cinderella. Other stars set 
to take part in the show are 
Strictly Come Dancing’s Danny 
Mac, Hippodrome favourite funnyman Matt Slack, 
comedians The Grumbleweeds, Ceri Dupree and 
Phil Randall. Playing Cinderella will be Suzanne 
Shaw, formerly of pop group Hear’Say. 


Young musicians 
are set to impress 

More than 100 remarkable musicians are set to 
impress at Birmingham’s Town Hall next Sunday 
afternoon (August 6), and they are all aged under 12. 
The National Children’s Orchestras of Great Britain, 
which run six national age-banded orchestras and six 
regional youth orchestras, are bringing their under- 
12s to the prestigious venue for a performance of 
great classical works. 

Led by conductor Natalia Luis-Bassa, the young 
musicians will present a programme including Mars 
from Holst’s The Planets, Finlandia by Sibelius, 
Montagues and Capulets from Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet, music from Bizet’s Carmen and the energetic 
Conga del Fuego Nuevo by Marquez. 

Tickets start from £18 for the 3.30pm concert. For 
tickets see www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 




OPENING TIMES: 
M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


DOWNTON ABBEY 

and Warwick 


Quote Code: UAK861 


Price Includes... ™ 

✓ Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV village on 
Saturday 

✓ Timed admission to The Emmerdale Studio 
Experience on Sunday morning 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Haworth 


Quote Code: XDQ328 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Highclere Castle, with admission 

✓ Free time in Warwick (optional half-price 
castle admission at £13.20pp) 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


r # 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Single room supplements £30pp, Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 

only £169 •95pp 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


@0 


OO 


VILLAGE 

and Studio Experience & Harrogate 






Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Departing Monday 11 September 2017 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


50% OFF 

VIDEO OFFERS 

VIDEO ADVERT now £349 

CORPORATE VIDEO now£399 

quote ‘springlT 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 
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Casualty 
(BBC1,9.05pm) 

Paul Unwin, the man who co¬ 
created Casualty back in 1986, 
returns as a guest writer for an 
episode that covers the span of 
an hour within Holby's 
Emergency Department. Duffy 
has her hands full as she is 
shadowed by a pair of school¬ 
girls planning to enter the 
medical profession, and Jez is 
crippled by guilt after he 
manages to rescue a woman 
from a house fire, but did not 
realise he saved her at the 
expense of her baby. 
Meanwhile, Ethan throws 
himself into his work following 
the incident with Scott, and 
when the ailing leader of a 
marching band arrives feeling 
unwell, Louise is forced to leave 
him in triage, with disastrous 
consequences. Last in the 
series. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s British Food 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Brendan 
Foster: A Life in Athletics. 2.00 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. Hull FC v 
Leeds Rhinos (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 
Flog It! (R) 5.00 Film: Sister Act 2: Back 
in the Habit. (1993) A singer who once 
posed as a nun joins the order again to 
help save a Catholic school by making a 
success of its choir. Comedy sequel, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 

6.45 BBC News. 

6.55 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. Sports 
stars Willie Thorne, Tony Jacklin, 
Andy Fordham, Deta Hedman, 
Tessa Sanderson, Derek 
Redmond, Nick Easter and Martin 
Offiah take part in the unorthodox 
quiz show. (R) 

7.50 Would I Lie to You? Clara Amfo, 
Tom Davis, Shaun Ryder and 
Henning Wehn help team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee Mack 
deceive their opponents with 
plausible lies. Hosted by Rob 
Brydon. (R) 

8.20 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
challenges two pairs of complete 
strangers to team up, and battle it 
out to list as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

9.05 Casualty. Duffy guides a pair of 
school-girls through an average 
hour in the ED, in a special episode 
of the medical drama written by 
Casualty co-creator Paul Unwin. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 

(2008) The globe-trotting 
archaeologist teams up with a 
rebellious teenager who draws 
him into a search in the Amazon 
jungle for a mysterious artefact of 
untold power. But their quest is 
hindered by Soviet agents, who 
also want the fabled object for an 
altogether more sinister purpose. 
Action adventure sequel, updating 
the series to a Cold War setting, 
starring Harrison Ford. 

12.15 Film: When in Rome. (2009) An 
unlucky-in-love woman steals coins 
from a supposedly magical fountain in 
Italy and attracts a host of potential 
suitors. Romantic comedy, with Kristen 
Bell and Josh Duhamel. 1.40 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Deep. 6.30 The Deep. 6.55 
Film: Herbie Goes to Monte Carlo. 

(1977) 8.35 Film: Mars Needs Moms. 
(2011) 10.00 Monty Halls’ Great Irish 
Escape. (R) 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Nigel and Adam’s 
Farm Kitchen. (R) 1.00 Natural World: 
Jungle Gremlins of Java. (R) 2.00 
Mastermind. (R) 2.30 University 
Challenge. (R) 3.00 Only Connect. (R) 

3.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Jessica 
Ennis-Hill and the Next Generation. 5.00 
Live Swimming: World Championships. 
6.00 Cycling: Women’s Grand Prix. 

Live coverage of the Prudential 
RideLondon Classique, which 
takes place on a 5.5km circuit in 
central London, taking in some of 
the city’s most famous landmarks. 
6.50 Proms Extra. Katie Derham 

revisits Walton’s Facade from the 
Malcolm Sargent Prom, and 
celebrates the work of British 
composer Scott Walker. Plus, 
David Owen Norris’ Chord of the 
Week. 

7.30 Grand Tours of Scotland. Paul 
Murton travels round the Isle of 
Arran, visiting the famous King’s 
Cave, Lochranza, Brodick Castle 
and Kildonan before ending his 
trip at Cleat’s Shore. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring decides 
the platoon needs a mascot for a 
big parade and plumps for a ram, 
but catching a suitable candidate 
for the job proves easier said than 
done. (R) 

8.30 All Families Have Secrets - 
Patrick Gale’s Art of Fiction. 

Patrick Gale speaks to Stephen Fry 
about his experience of being an 
out gay writer for the past 30 
years, and the inspiration behind 
Man in an Orange Shirt, his 
screenwriting debut. 

9.00 Queer as Art. The BBC’s Gay 
Britannia season continues, as 
artists, writers, musicians and 
performers discuss the LGBT 
community’s contributions to the 
arts in Britain during the past 50 
years. 

10.00 Ql XL. Panellists Julia Zemiro, 

Matt Lucas and David Mitchell and 
Alan Davies compete, as host 
Stephen Fry hosts an extended 
edition of the comedy quiz show. 
10.45 Imagine - Mapplethorpe. A 

portrait of American photographer 
Robert Mapplethorpe. 

12.40 Film: Sleep Tight. (2011)2.15 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.45 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 ITV Racing: The Opening 
Show. 10.20 Gok’s Lunchbox. (R) 11.15 
1000 Heartbeats. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Tipping Point. (R) 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Ascot. Coverage of 
today’s meeting from Ascot. 4.00 The 
Chase. (R) 5.00 Little Big Shots USA. 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! Goes Wild! 
Harry Hill presents another hour- 
long edition of his popular 
programme, showcasing 
embarrassing home-videos and 
malfunctioning moments, filmed 
and submitted by loyal viewers. 
Clips feature flatulent selfies, 
misused contraceptives and a 
rather distracting wedding guest. 

(R) 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, inviting 
contestants Steve, Charlene and 
Lenny to “see it and say it” as they 
try to guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in clues offered by Mr 
Chips and his state-of-the-art 3D 
graphic animations. After the first 
elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round, with a holiday 
and a massive £50,000 cash sum 
up for grabs. 

8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug. (2013) The party of 
dwarves and their hobbit ally 
continue the quest to reclaim their 
lost kingdom, journeying through 
the forest home of ancestral 
enemy the elves and finally facing 
the dragon that drove them from 
their home. Meanwhile, Gandalf 
the wizard investigates the rise of a 
mysterious dark power. Part two 
of Peter Jackson’s fantasy 
adventure trilogy based on JRR 
Tolkien’s novel, starring Martin 
Freeman, Ian McKellen, Richard 
Armitage and Orlando Bloom. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25The Chase. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.40 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 7.05 
London Triathlon. 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.25 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 Four 
in a Bed. (R) 1.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 2.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 
3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.30 Big House, 
Little House. 5.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Formula 1 Hungarian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. Steve 
Jones presents action from the 
qualifying session at the 
Hungaroring in Budapest, where 
the drivers battled for pole position 
ahead of the 11th round of the 
season. It was the Mercedes 
drivers who performed best in 
qualifying at this track last season, 
with the now-retired Nico Rosberg 
claiming pole position, and Lewis 
Hamilton one place behind in 
second on the starting grid. 

7.30 UEFA Women’s Euro 2017. 

Coverage of a quarter-final match 
(Kick-off TBA), featuring teams 
that were drawn in Groups A and 
B, as the competition staged in the 
Netherlands continues. The team 
to emerge victorious from this 
match will progress to one of the 
semi-finals, which are due to take 
place on Thursday. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

10.00 Film:47Ronin. (2013) A former 
slave leads a band of samurai as 
they battle monstrous and magical 
enemies in a quest for redemption. 
Fantasy adventure, with Keanu 
Reeves and Hiroyuki Sanada. 
12.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. Gordon Ramsay visits a restaurant 
in Providence, Rhode Island. (R) 1.00 
The Last Leg. Comedy legend John 
Cleese joins Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker for a 
comical review of the week. (R) 1.55 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Grace prepares to 
take down her and Warren’s blackmailer, 
Alfie tries to help Lily and Prince, and 
Sally surprises Neeta with a ticket to 
Ibiza. 3.55 Location, Location, Location. 
Helping prospective buyers in Wiltshire. 
(R) 4.50 Selling Houses with Amanda 
Lamb. Three homeowners in West 
Sussex compete to sell their homes. (R) 

5.40 Shipping Wars UK. Russell moves 
15 unique giraffe artworks worth 
£75,000. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.20 Film: Bob the 
Builder: Mega Machines. (2017) 
Premiere. Construction-site animation, 
with the voice of Lee Ingleby. 10.30 
Funniest Cutest Kittens Ever. (R) 11.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.30 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.25 Film: The Time 
Machine. (2002) Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Guy Pearce. 3.10 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 4.10 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Documentary series giving an 
insight into the world of debt 
collection. Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy try to collect a 
debt from a technology company, 
but with the director nowhere to be 
seen, the office manager does 
everything she can to prove the 
business is no longer trading. 
Stewart McCracken and Elmor 
Victor face a heartbreaking house 
repossession in Merseyside, 
where two landlords are forced to 
evict a tenant recovering from a 
brain tumour which has cost him 
his job and income. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the Third Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
The Oval in London. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Live Boxing. Coverage from the 
SSE Arena in Belfast, ahead of the 
main event between Carl Frampton 
and Andres Gutierrez. 

8.30 FIA Formula E Live. The first 
Montreal ePrix race. Coverage of 
the first of two races staged at the 
Montreal Street Circuit, which 
serves as the 11th and penultimate 
round of the season. This is a 
brand new circuit set in the centre 
of the Canadian city, and features 
14 turns in a lap that is 2.75km 
long. 

10.10 Live Boxing. Carl Frampton v 
Andres Gutierrez. Coverage of the 
featherweight bout from SSE 
Arena in Belfast, as The Jackal 
returns to the ring for the first time 
since losing his world title. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.05 Film: Bad Lieutenant: Port of 
Call New Orleans. (2009) Crime drama, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 5.00 Great Artists. 
Spanish painter Velazquez. (R) 5.25 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Rockpools 8.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 9.00 1 Know 
Who You Are 11.30 Rich Hall’s Countrier 
Than You 1.00 Bob Harris: My Nashville 
2.00 The Secret Life of Rockpools 3.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Take Me Out 12.35 Catchphrase: 
Celebrity Special 1.40 Harry Hill’s Alien 
Fun Capsule 2.05 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold 3.10 Film: See Spot Run (2001) 

4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 Film: See Spot Run 
(2001) 5.05 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 
6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: The Smurfs 2 
(2013) 7.10 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 

8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 9.00 Film: The Hangover (2009) 
10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The 
Hangover (2009) 11.05 Family Guy 
12.35 American Dad! 1.00 Film: Keith 
Lemon: The Film (2012) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: Keith Lemon: The Film (2012) 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.30 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1990) 1.30 Wycliffe 2.45 
Sherlock Holmes: The Last Vampyre 5.00 
Lewis 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & Order: UK 1.55 
On the Buses 2.20 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Professionals 1.05 Minder 
3.15 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 4.25 FYI Daily 

4.30 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 6.00 Better 
Late Than Never 7.00 Monster Carp 8.00 
Film: Police Academy 3: Back in Training 
(1986) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 9.50 
Film: The Book of Eli (2010) 10.55 FYI 
Daily 11.00 Film: The Book of Eli (2010) 
12.05 Film: Barb Wire (1996) 1.05 FYI 
Daily 1.10 Film: Barb Wire (1996) 2.05 
Road Racing Series 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.40 Film: Astro Boy (2009) 1.30 Film: 

Toy Story OF TERROR! (2013) 2.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: This Is 40 (2012)11.40 
Gogglebox 1.20 Rude Tube 2.25 Tattoo 
Fixers 3.20 Gogglebox 4.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Bollywood Queen (2002) 1.00 A 
Monster in Paris (2011) 2.45 Baby’s Day 
Out (1994) 4.35 We Bought a Zoo (2011) 
7.00 The Way Way Back (2013) Comedy 
drama, starring Liam James. 9.00 The 
Green Mile (1999) 12.40 As Above, So 
Below (2014) 2.25 Rec 3: Genesis (2012) 
4.00 Close 



n association with 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


#ABTA 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 
2 & 16 December 2017 


Quote Code: JEL514 


Price Includes.. 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£129— 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 


Quote Code: FNL246 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire area 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace (value £24.90) 


2 days, by coach 

£119- 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

~ 7 Bison* 

Loft Ladders \> 


£2?9 


blh 


f Over > 

( 10,000 

^Installations J 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR 
NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE 
FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


◄ 


























































CHOICE 



Poldark 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Ross is determined to ensure 
that George loses in the 
election, and resolves to make 
up for some of Trenwith's 
neglect - he also becomes 
aware of Hugh's feelings for 
Demelza as he returns to 
Nampara to find them together. 
George is consumed with 
paranoia as he challenges 
Dwight over Valentine's 
legitimacy and drives Elizabeth 
away. Rowella attempts to 
seduce Whitworth, who 
receives advice from Dwight 
over his relationship with 
Morwenna, Lord Falmouth 
learns that the Warleggans will 
be standing against him, and 
Sam pines over Emma. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Sunday Morning 

Live. 11.00 Cycling: Ride London. 12.00 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 2.00 Escape to the Country. 

(R) 3.00 Songs of Praise. 3.35 Cycling: 

Ride London. Live coverage of the 

Prudential RideLondon-Surrey Classic. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Wild Alaska Live. Liz Bonnin, 

Matt Baker and Steve Backshall 
conclude the coverage of Alaskan 
wildlife during the summer. The 
programme features footage of 
black bear cubs trying to catch 
enough food to make it through 
the winter, wolves competing with 
brown bears for the best fishing 
positions, orcas and humpback 
whales gathering at sea, and 
eagles hunting as the salmon 
complete their migration. Last in 
the series. 

8.00 Countryfile. A look at green 

spaces and wildlife in urban areas. 
Anita Rani visits a haven for 
animals in Stoke Newington, and 
helps an urban photographer track 
a pair of nesting common terns. 
Sean Fletcher joins Manchester 
airport’s environment team, James 
Wong meets Liverpool residents 
growing vegetables on their roofs, 
Tom Heap investigates air 
pollution, and Adam Henson 
meets former services personnel 
rebuilding their lives through 
farming. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross becomes aware of 
Hugh’s feelings for Demelza, 
George is consumed with paranoia 
as he challenges Dwight over 
Valentine’s legitimacy and drives 
Elizabeth away. 

10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30The Heroes of Super Saturday: 
Jess, Mo & Greg. Michael 
Johnson takes a look back at the 
day of competition known as 
“Super Saturday” at the 2012 
Olympic Games, focusing on 
Jessica Ennis-Hill, Mo Farah and 
Greg Rutherford. 

11.30 Film: The Peacemaker. (1997) 
Two mismatched government 
operatives are forced to put aside 
their differences to find a stolen 
cache of nuclear warheads. Action 
thriller, with George Clooney. 

1.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 

BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.50 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.35 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.05 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.30 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 
12.00 Food & Drink. (R) 12.30 Film: 
Miss Potter. (2006) Victorian writer and 
illustrator Beatrix Potter falls in love 
while trying to find a publisher for her 
work. Biographical period drama, 
starring Renee Zellweger and Ewan 
McGregor. 2.00 Live Challenge Cup 
Rugby League. Wigan Warriors v Salford 
Red Devils (Kick-off 2.30pm). Tanya 
Arnold presents coverage of the second 
semi-final, which takes place at Halliwell 
Jones Stadium in Warrington. 4.30 Live 
Swimming: World Championships. 

Helen Skelton presents coverage of the 
eighth and final day from Danube Arena 
in Budapest, Hungary, which will include 
the finals of the men’s and women’s 
400m individual medley. 

7.00 World War One Remembered: 
Passchendaele. Kirsty Young 
introduces live coverage from 
Flanders, Belgium, of the 
ceremony commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the First 
World War battle. This is followed 
by a dramatic event staged in 
Ypres that tells the story of the 
battle and those involved in it, as 
well as performances from Alfie 
Boe, War Horse and the cast of 
The Wipers’ Times. Dan Snow 
reports from the streets of Ypres. 
10.00 Film: Pride. (2014) Gay rights 
activists gather in London for a 
pride march in 1984, and decide 
they have a common cause with 
the miners’ strike. When their 
fundraising activities are rejected 
by the miners’ union, they travel to 
a Welsh pit village to show their 
support in person. Fact-based 
drama, starring Ben Schnetzer, Bill 
Nighy, Andrew Scott and Imelda 
Staunton. 

11.50 Film: Lilting. (2014) The mother 
and boyfriend of a dead man form 
a connection as they deal with 
their grief, despite having no 
language in common. Drama, with 
Ben Whishawand Pei-pei Cheng. 

1.15 Sign Zone: Countryfile. John Craven 
visits a conservation project for great 
bustards in Salisbury Plain, while Anita 
Rani meets contestants in the 
international young beekeepers’ 
competition. (R) 2.10 Holby City. Drama 
series charting life on the wards of Holby 
City Hospital. (R) 3.10 This Is BBC Two. 
Preview of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.20 Long Lost Family. (R) 

11.20 Love Your Garden. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 12.55 Rebound. 
(R) 1.55 Tipping Point. (R) 2.55 Bear 
Grylls Survival School. 3.25 Film: A 
View to a Kill. (1985) James Bond 
adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Diana, Our Mother: Her Life and 
Legacy. The Duke of Cambridge 
and Prince Harry talk about their 
mother Diana, Princess of Wales, 
and pay tribute to the many ways 
her influence has shaped their 
lives. The brothers share some of 
their earliest memories of her, 
recall the final contact they had 
with her before her death in 
August 1997 and discuss their 
feelings in the aftermath of that 
event. Featuring contributions 
from Elton John, Rihanna and 
Diana’s brother, Earl Spencer. (R) 

8.00 Film: Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix. (2007) The young 
wizard struggles to convince his 
fellow sorcerers that the evil Lord 
Voldemort has returned to life. 
When Hogwarts headmaster 
Dumbledore is ousted in favour of 
a sadistic replacement, Harry 
realises he must take matters into 
his own hands, uniting his fellow 
pupils to form a secret army and 
training them for the inevitable 
confrontation to come. Fantasy 
adventure sequel, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Emma Watson, Rupert 
Grintand Gary Oldman. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
real-life cases, looking at the 
events leading up to crimes, going 
through the police investigations 
and summing up the trials. (R) 

11.50Take Me Out. Men try to impress 
30 single women and win a date. 
Paddy McGuinness presents. (R) 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 Last Man Standing. 6.45 Last Man 
Standing. 7.10 Last Man Standing. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.55 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 
(R) 3.40 Homes by the Sea. (R) 4.45 
Channel 4 News. 5.15 Formula 1 
Hungarian Grand Prix Highlights. 

7.30 UEFA Women’s Euro 2017. 
Coverage of a quarter-final match 
(Kick-off TBA), featuring teams 
that were drawn in Groups C and 
D, as the competition staged in the 
Netherlands continues. The team 
to emerge victorious from this 
match will progress to one of the 
semi-finals, which are due to take 
place on Thursday. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

10.00The Handmaid’s Tale. Janine is 
sentenced to a brutal punishment 
for her acts of disobedience, which 
leaves Offred and her fellow 
Handmaids faced with an 
unthinkable choice. Last in the 
series. 

11.10 Naked Attraction. Anna 

Richardson hosts as 22-year-old 
Sophie seeks a conversational 
man, while 25-year-old Dorn 
hopes to find a confident, daring 
and adventurous man. (R) 

12.15 Film: Moonrise Kingdom. (2012) 
The inhabitants of an island community 
are thrown into a panic as they search for 
two runaway children. Wes Anderson’s 
comedy drama, with Bruce Willis and 
Edward Norton. 1.50 60 Days in Jail. 
Criminal justice student Dion is the last 
volunteer to enter the jail. (R) 2.35 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. Featuring highlights of 
bouts in England, Russia, Mexico and the 
United States. 3.05 Gillette World Sport. 
Including a look at how New England 
Patriots’ Devin McCourty stays in top 
condition. 3.30 Mobil 1 The Grid. Max 
Verstappen provides a tour of the Red 
Bull factory in Milton Keynes. (R) 3.55 
Location, Location, Location. Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer visit the south¬ 
east of England to help a family of five in 
need of a larger property, and new 
parents searching for a home. (R) 4.50 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. The 
host helps three homeowners in 
Worthing compete to sell their properties 
to potential buyer Diane, including 
mother and daughter Jo and Ruby who 
improve their attic. (R) 5.45 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Poppy 
Cat. 6.25 Mr Men. 6.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 
6.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.50 Wissper. (R) 

6.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.20 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.30 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.35 Oily 
the Little White Van. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.40 Wissper. (R) 8.50 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Film: Fireman Sam: Heroes of the Storm. 
(2014) 10.30 Cats Make You Laugh Out 
Loud 3. 10.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 

11.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.50 
Film: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 2.30 Film: 
Zookeeper. (2011) Comedy, starring 
Kevin James. 4.25 Film: Cheaper By the 
Dozen 2. (2005) 

6.05 Now That’s Funny! A collection of 
internet-sourced videos with a 
family friendly hook, featuring 
laugh-out-loud unexpected 
personal moments now being 
shared with the world. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the fourth 
day’s play in the Third Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at The Oval in London. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) A 
dance instructor at a 1960s resort 
teaches a naive teenager about 
self-expression as they perform in 
an important show. Romantic 
drama, with Patrick Swayze and 
Jennifer Grey. Edited for language 
and violence. 

9.00 5 News Update. 

9.05 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) 
Concluded. Edited for language 
and violence. 

10.05The Dirty Dancing Story. A 30th 
anniversary celebration of the 
movie phenomenon, revisiting 
favourite scenes, discovering what 
happened on set and hearing from 
the supporting cast and crew. (R) 

11.35 Premiership Rugby Sevens. 
Action from the pre-season 
tournament at Franklin’s Gardens 
in Northampton, which saw all 12 
Premiership clubs compete in a 
revamped version of the 
tournament. 

12.35 FIA Formula E: Highlights. 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel Inspector 
Abroad. (R) 4.00 The Railways That Built 
Britain with Chris Tarrant. (R) 4.50 Great 
Artists. (R) 5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.45 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Laura Mvula on Nina Simone 7.30 
BBC Proms 2017 11.30 Norman 
Wisdom: His Story 12.30 Horizon: 10 
Things You Need to Know About the 
Future 1.30 Beautiful Thing: A Passion 
for Porcelain 2.30 Treasures of the 
Anglo-Saxons 3.30 Laura Mvula on Nina 
Simone 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

I. 00 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.30 
Film: The Waterboy (1998) 2.30 FYI 
Daily 2.35 Film: The Waterboy (1998) 

3.20 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 4.20 FYI 
Daily 4.25 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 4.55 
Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 5.55 FYI 
Daily 6.00 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 
6.50 Film: Step Up (2006) 7.55 FYI Daily 
8.00 Film: Step Up (2006) 9.00 Love 
Island: The Reunion 10.35 Family Guy 
12.00 American Dad! 12.30 Film: 
Bachelorette (2012) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 
Film: Bachelorette (2012)2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 45 The Darling Buds of May 12.50 
Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 

(1990) 2.50 Wycliffe 3.55 Foyle’s War 
6.00 Lewis 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the 
Blood 2.00 Sherlock Holmes: The Last 
Vampyre 3.45 May the Best House Win 
ITV4 

6.00 Goodwood Festival of Speed 7.00 
Football Rivalries 7.15 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 

8.20 FYI Daily 8.25 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 
9.00 Film: The Naked Gun: From the Files 
of Police Squad! (1988) 10.05 FYI Daily 
10.10 Film: The Naked Gun: From the 
Files of Police Squad! (1988) 10.50 Film: 
Mars Attacks! (1996) 11.50 FYI Daily 
11.55 Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 1.00 
Car Crash Global 2.00 Minder 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Binky & JP’s Baby: Born in Chelsea 

I. 00 Kevin Can Wait 1.30 New Girl 2.30 
The Big Bang Theory 5.30 Film: The Day 
After Tomorrow (2004) 8.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 9.00 Born in Chelsea: Baby 
Steps 10.00 Film: The Change-Up (2011) 

12.15 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 1.20 Born 
in Chelsea: Baby Steps 2.25 Gogglebox 
Film4 

II. 00 Flight of the Navigator (1986) 1.00 
The Jane Austen Book Club (2007) 3.05 
Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 4.45 The Return 
of the Musketeers (1989) 6.55 Home 
Alone (1990) 9.00 Lucy (2014) 10.40 
The Family (2013) 12.55 Devil’s Knot 
(2013) 3.15 Close 





The Chronicle 



We are presently recruiting in your area. 
We need reliable people to deliver 
the Chronicle newspaper, magazines 

and advertising leaflets 


Ring 
01902 319990 

Or email 

marie.darling@expressandstanco.uk 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn some 
extra money contact us with: 

Your Name 
Your Date of Birth 
Your Address & Telephone Number 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 




THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

I Am Bolt, BBC1,8.30pm 

Documentary about the life and career of world-record 
breaking Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, who has won 
the 100m and 200m gold medals at the last three 
Olympics. The film follows him as he prepares for the 
Rio 2016 Olympics and there is archive footage of his 
personal life and from his athletics career. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

A Trace of Danger, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A defence attorney represents her high-school 
boyfriend, who stands accused of murdering his wife. 
As they discover they still have feelings for each other, 
the lawyer faces being a public hate figure as everyone 
is convinced of her client’s guilt - while someone is 
determined to stop the truth being discovered. Thriller, 
starring Emmanuelle Vaugier. (2010) 



Patrick is hoping that his new 
project is a novel success 


atrick Gale is the BBC’s man 
of the moment. 

On Saturday, he was 
interviewed by Stephen Fry, a self- 
confessed fan of Gale’s novels for 
the past 30 years. 

During their chat, Gale discussed 
being a rare example of an out gay 
novelist during his early years as a 
writer, as well as his most ambitious 
project to date, Man in an Orange 
Shirt. 

This two-part drama is Gale’s first 
screenplay, and while he has always 
mined his family history for his work, 
this time he dug deeper than ever 
before, to expose a secret about his 
parents’ marriage. 

The story focuses on two love 
affairs, 60 years apart. The first 
is set in 1944, during which British 
Army Captain Michael Berryman 
falls for artist Thomas March 
following a chance meeting in 
southern Italy. 

Despite having a young fiancee, 
the usually strait-laced Michael 
throws himself into a relationship 
with Thomas, and they briefly live as 


a couple after the war. Thomas 
paints his lover’s portrait - the titular 
Man in an Orange Shirt - before 
Michael decides to return to Flora 
and live a conventional life as a 
married man and father. 

Thomas, meanwhile, embarks on 
a risky existence as a gay man in 
1940s Soho. But will either of them 
be truly happy again? And at what 
lengths will Flora go to keep her 
new family together? 

The story then moves to the 
present day, as an ageing Flora 
witnesses her grandson’s tentative 
relationship with another man is a 
far more accepting world. However, 
their path to happiness is still littered 
with potential pitfalls. 

“Man In An Orange Shirt is the 
most exciting project I’ve worked on 
to date: an original drama exploring 
strands of gay male experience 
since the 1940s,” says Gale. “It has 
been such a privilege to be given 
such an open brief and then allowed 
to run with it. 

“I don’t want to give too much 
away but after much experimenting, 


we’ve ended up with two hour-long 
films - one set in the 1940s and 50s, 
one set in the violently contrasted 
present; one depicting a love story 
made impossible by pressures from 
society, one a love story nearly 
derailed by the long-term fallout 
from the 1940s story.” 

He adds: “People who know my 
novels will be unsurprised to hear 
that that stories give equal focus to 
wives and mothers and are very 
much about tensions between 
family bonds, the need to be good 
and the urge to seize happiness. I 
hope they’ll appeal equally to 
straight and gay viewers, but also 
that they’ll leave either side feeling 
challenged about things they take 
for granted. 

“Already I can see that the look of 
the show is going to be incredible. 
Here’s hoping it starts a national 
conversation.” 

It promises to be an enthralling 
and moving series, one that benefits 
from a strong cast that includes 
Vanessa Redgrave and Joanna 
Vanderham as Flora at different 
stages in her life. 




Man in an Orange Shirt, Monday, BBC2, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


WEDNESDAY 
Man Up, BBC2, 9pm 

While traveling across London to attend a party to 
celebrate her parents’ 10th wedding anniversary, a 
thirtysomething single woman is mistaken for a 
recently divorced stranger’s blind date, so decides to 
spend a chaotic evening with him. However, she has 
to face the consequences when he realises she is not 
his intended blind date. Romantic comedy, starring 
Lake Bell and Simon Pegg. (2015) 

THURSDAY 

Out of Reach, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A woman faces having her family torn apart when her 
husband enters into a business arrangement with two 
lifestyle coaches, only to end up joining their cult of 
followers. She struggles to get him away from their 
influence, but the conflict grows more serious when 
the sect tries to gain custody of her daughter. Thriller, 
starring Erin Karpiuk and Lochlyn Munro. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Old School, BBC1,11.05pm 

A lawyer decides to relive the wild, crazy days of his 
youth after his girlfriend is unfaithful, and enlists the 
help of two equally disillusioned friends in setting up a 
fraternity house next to his former college campus. 
Comedy, starring Luke Wilson and Will Ferrell. (2003) 


MONDAY 

Orkney: When the Boat Comes In 
BBC1,7.30pm 

The small island chain off the north-eastern tip of 
Scotland will be visited by more than 120,000 
passengers from cruise liners, and on its busiest 
days the capital Kirkwall will see its population of 
7,000 almost double. As part of the Our Lives 
strand, this documentary focuses on the impact of 
these tourists on the lives of Orcadians, with their 
arrival bringing much-needed revenue but also a 
growing concern about the environmental impact 
and for Orkney’s world famous Neolithic sites, 
including Skara Brae. 

Normal for Norfolk 
BBC2,10pm 

It’s October at 17th-century manor house Wiveton 
Hall and pigeons are attacking the rape crop, the 
pigs are being prepared for their journey to the 
abattoir, and Desmond MacCarthy is trying to 
cajole his 101-year-old mother into buying him a 
new pair of binoculars for his impending 60th 
birthday. While Desmond does battle with the pests 
on his fields, his friends and family gather for 
birthday celebration complete with a meal of home¬ 
made cockerel korma with poppadoms. Narrated by 
Toby Jones. 



TUESDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5, 9pm 

New series. As one door closes, another one 
opens. Just seven days after Channel 5 
crowned its latest Big Brother winner, it reopens the 
house to make way for a fresh batch of contestants 
- but this time, of course, the new reality residents 
are all famous faces. Cue a roll call of soap 
actors, reality stars and glamour models, with 
the odd Loose Women presenter and US star 
thrown in for good measure. As always, Emma 
Willis introduces each one as they enter, ready to 
have their every word and move recorded for 
the enjoyment of the viewing public. It’s 
to be hoped BB fans don’t have 
anything else planned for the next few 
weeks. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Sweet Makers: A Victorian 
Treat 

BBC2, 8pm 

Four modern confectioners use original 
recipes to recreate a Victorian sweet 
shop, and discover how the quest to 
satisfy our national sweet tooth 
transformed Britain. Guided by 


food historian Dr Annie Gray and social historian 
Emma Dabiri, the sweet-makers head to Blists Hill, 
Shropshire, to experience first-hand the life of 
confectioners in late 19th and early 20th century 
England. The team recreate a range of Victorian 
treats to stock their sweet shop, from jars of 
boiled sweets to their own version of 
fruit pastilles, and an enormous 
Easter egg. Last in the series. 

THURSDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
BBC1, 9pm 

Emma Willis is the latest to take part in 
the popular genealogy 

documentary, in which famous 
faces trace their family trees. 
The TV presenter, who 
considers herself a true 
Brummie, is keen to learn 
more about her family in 
Birmingham, tracing back to 
Victorian times and her 
hard-working ancestor 
James Gretton, a local 
merchant. The Big Brother host 

then learns that 
her father’s 


Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch, 
Tuesday, Channel 5, 9pm 


grandmother was born in Ireland. Surprised to hear 
of this new line of ancestry, Emma heads across to 
Dublin to find out more - but she is disturbed by 
what she learns. 

FRIDAY 

World Athletics Championships 2017 
BBC1,7pm 

Gabby Logan presents coverage of the opening 
night of events at The London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, which will include the 
men’s 10,000m final, as well as the opening round 
of heats in the men’s 100m and women’s 1500m. 
Great Britain’s Mo Farah is expected to compete in 
the men’s 10,000m as he attempts to add to the 
tally of gold medals he has claimed in this event at 
both the 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games, and the 
2015 World Championships. Meanwhile, his 
compatriot Laura Muir will look to continue the 
incredible form that saw her win double gold in the 
1500m and 3,000m at the European Indoor 
Championships earlier this year, while the biggest 
star in athletics, Usain Bolt, will begin his quest for 
gold in his final appearance at this Championships. 
With commentary and analysis from Brendan 
Foster, Andrew Cotter, Steve Cram, Paula Radcliffe, 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis, Colin Jackson, and 
Steve Backley. 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 

WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE^® 

RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until 
you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 




Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



*AII prices are subject to VAT 




























BRAIN GYM No440 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION 



M 

2 

Y 

3 

X 

o 

5 

L 

6 

z 

7 

N 

8 

J 

9 

R 

10 

A 

ii 

T 

12 

V 

13 

K 

14 

H 

15 

G 

16 

u 

17 

s 

18 

Q 
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D 

20 

P 
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c 
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24 

F 

25 

w 
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15 

3 

16 
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17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 
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8 
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9 

22 

10 

23 
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24 

12 

25 

13 

s 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Pocket money 
makes very little 
difference (5,6) 

9. Joint invitation to 
cheer (3) 

10. Took the main 
course but possibly 
not a sweet (4,2,3) 

11. Area measures, out 
of doors (5) 

13. Is it for the fleet- 
footed? (4,3) 

14. Business concern 

( 6 ) 

16. Church worker 
with grave 
responsibilities (6) 

18. Fresh suet not 
exported (4,3) 

19. City of legendary 
character (5) 

20. A leader of opinion 

O) 

21. Sign held by 
Cleopatra (3) 

22. Be confident, sleep 
is guaranteed (4,7) 


Down 

2. Plan a letter to 
mother (3) 

3. Statute has two 
points that need 
cutting (5) 

4. Recent change of 
heart (6) 

5. Performer makes a 
start that is different 
(7) 



Sudoku 


Perhaps most agree 

■ 22 



it may well be an 

eyesore (9) 

A cutting response 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

(5,6) 

1. Solid (11) 

2. 

Employ (3) 

Bullet that meant 

9. Cereal plant (3) 

3. 

Inadequate (5) 

goodbye for 

10. Consideration (9) 

4. 

Sacred song (6) 

someone? (7,4) 

11. Swift (5) 

5. 

Drinking vessel (7) 

Insulting attack (9) 

13. Flow from (7) 

6. 

Excitement (9) 

Decrease one’s 

14. Option (6) 

7. 

Expertness (11) 

difficulties (4,3) 

16. Counsel (6) 

8. 

Self-reliant (11) 

Steps inside? (6) 

18. Rival (7) 

12. 

Persuasive speech (9) 

Paul and 1 cooked a 

19. Tinted (5) 

15. 

Prattle (7) 

foreign dish (5) 

20. Hold back (9) 

17. 

Look at (6) 

A swimmer comes 

21. Marshlands (3) 

19. 

Dogma (5) 

up for shelter (3) 

22. Plundering (11) 

21. 

Distant (3) 


9 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


7 3 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Most; 3 Placated; 

9 Droplet; 10 Moult; 11 Catty remarks; 

13 Nought; 15 Adhere; 17 Schoolfellow; 

20 Icing; 21 Patient; 22 Canonise; 23 Rear. 

Down: 1 Medicine; 2 Stout; 4 Latter; 

5 Commandments; 6 Truckle; 7 Duty; 8 Play the 
organ; 12 Seawater; 14 Unction; 16 Elopes; 

18 Liege; 19 Zinc. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Rage; 

3 Treatise; 9 Sparing; 10 Catch; 11 Misinforming; 
13 Notify; 15 Allege; 17 Concomitance; 20 Begin; 

21 Aconite; 22 Tethered; 23 Heat. 

Down: 1 Resuming; 2 Glass; 4 Region; 5 
Accumulation; 6 Intense; 7 Echo; 8 Significance; 
12 Vehement; 14 Thought; 16 Impale; 18 Naive; 

19 Abet. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Who was Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures 
from 1945 to 1973? 

2. What is a tonka? 

3. To which family of mammals does the 
vicuna belong? 

4. Which planet’s year is equivalent to 84 of 
our years? 

5. Which country’s national assembly is the 
Cortes? 


6. In the Arabian Nights, who escapes from 
the Old Man of the Sea? 

7. What is the USA’s Beaver State? 

8. What type of tree is the sweet bay? 

9. What record fee did Manchester United 
pay for Andy Cole? 

10. Of which planet is Deimos a moon? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Apollo; 2 Weightlifting; 3 Hydrogen; 

4 Tiggy; 5 Pyongyang; 6 Very high frequency; 7 
Bronze Age; 8 Anthony Burgess; 9 Parkhurst; 
10 Carmen Miranda. 

Niner: PARTICLES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


87553 

531264 

5789 


gives a religious man, 
gives a religious man, 
gives a poet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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Plain sailinq - with luxuries on tap 




T his is the life! OK so it’s an 
expression I’ve nicked off 
a well-known TV and radio 
advert. But, unlike that, 

I am not referring to an 
expensive cruise. 

Remember the old days caravanning with the family, 
happy times, but would you want to go back to the 
cramped conditions and trekking across fields in the 
middle of the night to the washroom? No way! 

These days holiday sites and the latest mobile 
homes are more like being on a cruise ship - minus 
the sea of course! I recently spent a week in the New 
Forest area at Hoburne Bashley in a caravan that 
was sheer luxury. My husband and I admired the 
countryside as we weaved our way along the roads 
with the ponies on either side - or sometimes in the 
middle of the road. Well it is their home after all. 

The journey down there had been virtually trouble 
free in the sunshine and as we opened the door to our 
new home for the week the outlook got even brighter. 

Step inside this top-rated two bedroom mobile home 
- new for this season - and it is really is home from 
home with all the mod cons, including a dishwasher, 
washing machine, TV in each room and a beautifully- 
finished large lounge. 

But the best was yet to come. As I cornered out of 
the main bedroom to go into the en suite I found a 
lovely dressing area - something I would love to have 
at home - are you listening hubby! Combine that with 
the outside decking area, perfect for eating al fresco 
or relaxing with a glass of wine, and you can forget the 
cruise cabin, this suited me just fine. 

And there was so much to do on the site - indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools, tennis courts, a beautifully 



kept nine-hole golf course and plenty more for the little 
ones, as well as a restaurant on site and evening shows 
from the very talented entertainments team. 

I remember fondly previous holidays at the various 
Hoburne sites and although this time it was different 
with no little ones in tow it was lovely in a different way 
as two good friends joined us for a few days. In fact 
the company does also offer adult-only holidays but 
personally I love to see the kids enjoying themselves. 

We were lucky to have brilliant weather all week so 
ventured out to the many places nearby. Bournemouth 


is just down the coast. But we headed closer to the site 
to the lovely towns of Lymington and Ringwood and the 
nearby beaches. Of course we could not be in the area 
without visiting the popular Beaulieu Motor Museum, 
with the earliest motor carriages to classic family 
saloons, and its sister attraction, the unspoilt haven of 
Buckler’s Hard which remains a ‘living’ village. 

Closer to the site, in fact just down the road in New 
Milton, is the fascinating Sammy Miller Motorcycle 
Museum, well worth a visit. Don’t think that just because 
you are not an avid biking fan you won’t enjoy this as 


there are so many other items from across the years on 
show. On the way to shop at Ringwood we stopped off 
at the quaint village of Burley and spent a fun afternoon 
on the murder mystery trail. 

The last day, feeling energetic, we hired bikes 
from The Woods Cyclery in Lyndhurst and headed off 
through the forest. Back on site my husband went off to 
get yet MORE golf practice while I enjoyed unwinding in 
the sauna and jacuzzi. As I said this is the life! 

* For details go to www.hoburne.com 

SUE ATT WATER 


Stall 


Reader)] 



Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and West Bromwich* 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


"Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 




Choose from a selection of shows 

42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. Please call for details, 






Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London 
with full English breakfast 

/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show 
from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 




2 days, 
by coach 
from 


£159 


.95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 

www.omega-holidays.com AVM905 



London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full English breakfast 
/ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West 
End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 




2 days, 
by coach 
from 


£169 


■95pp 


' Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com JKG622 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


01902 902165 



Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow M4 Jct4, West 
Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ A Stalls or Circle ticket for a choice of top London West End 
Shows on Saturday 30 December (ticket upgrades available) 

✓ Dinner and after dinner disco/dance in your hotel on 
New Year’s Eve 

✓ Excursion to central London to see the New Year’s Day Parade 

✓ Free time in London 


3 days, 
by coach 


from 


£269 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. °™gaHois @°megaHois omegaHois 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Deceptively spacious 
detached house 
has four bedrooms 

A beautifully presented modem detached family 
home, 162 Field Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, was built 
by renowned house builders JP Horgan Homes in 
2007. 

A deceptively spacious property, it is for sale 
through Goodchilds at £250,000. 

It has very well-proportioned living accommodation 
with an excellent Energy Efficiency rating. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises an entrance 
hall, a main living room with a walk-in bay window, a 
separate dining room, a fitted breakfast kitchen with a 
separate utility room and a guest WC. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “The 
current owners have added a conservatory to take 
advantage of a delightful and private rear garden.” 

To the first floor is a superb near 17-foot master 
bedroom with bespoke fitted wardrobes and an en- 
suite shower room. There are three further generous 
sized bedrooms and a main family bathroom finished 
to a high standard. 

In addition the property comes with off-road parking 
and a single garage. 

It is ideally located to take advantage of regular 
public transport links to local areas, reputable 
schools and is a short walk to Bloxwich High Street. 

Skitts estate agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches 
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region and as 
such, are one of the largest independent sales and 
letting agencies in the area. The company also offers 
a commercial and industrial property agency service 
including specialist advice on rent reviews, lease 
renewals and investment portfolios. 





He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Lichfield Road, Willenhall 

• Substantial Detached Home 

• Six Bedrooms 

• Three Bathrooms 

• Four Reception Rooms 

• 27" Kitchen/Diner 

• EPC-D 


£380,000 



Field Road, Bloxwich 

• Beautifull Detached Family Home 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• EPC-C 


£250,000 



Werneth Grove, Turnberry Estate 


• Extended Modern Detached Family 
Home 

• Block Paved Driveway 

• Main Lounge 

• Sitting Room and Dining Area 


• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Desirable Location 

• EPC-TBC 




Stafford Road, Bloxwich 

• Well Presented Detached Family Home 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Recently Refurbished 

• Generous Driveway and Single Garage 

• Refitted Kitchen & Bathroom 

• EPC-D 


£245,000 



Downfield Close, Turnberry Estate 

• Immaculately Family Home 

• Four Bedrooms 

• High Standard Kitchen and Bathroom 

• Refitted En-Suite to the Master 

• Garage & Off Road Parking 

• EPC-D 


£265,000 



Colliery Drive, Bloxwich 

• Impressive Detached Family Home 

• High Specification Fixtures & Fittings 

• Gloss Fitted Kitchen with LED Lighting 

• Conservatory 

• Lounge with Curved Log Burner 

• EPC-D 


O.I.E.O £225,000 



£265,000 


Broadstone Avenue, Leamore 


• Stunning Three Story Semi Detached 

• Extended Four Bedroom Property 

• High Specification Fixtures & Fittings 

• Elegant Top Floor Master Bedroom Suite 

• Games Room With A Gym 


• Jacuzzi Room 

• Kitchen Open To The Dining Area 

• New Central Heating System 

• New Roof 

• EPC-D 



Long Lane, Great Wryley 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Extended Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Potential for Further Extension 

• Superb Views Across Open Fields 

• EPC-D 


£225,000 



Stamping Way, Bloxwich 

• Detached Town House 

• Versatile Living Accommodation 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Modern Breakfast Kitchen 




Windrush Close, Pelsall 

• Immaculate Three Bedroom House 

• Driveway & Garage 

• Generous Family Friendly Rear Garden 

• Modern Kitchen 

• Spacious Lounge/Diner 
•EPC-C 


£145,000 



Harrison Street, Bloxwich 

• Immaculately Presented Period Property 

• Refurbished Throughout 

• Refitted Kitchen 

• Luxurious Bathroom 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC-D 


£125,000 



Beeches Road, Leamore 

• Superb Comer Plot 

• Potential for Further Improvement 

• Detached Garage 

• Off Road Parking 

• Conservatory 

• EPC-TBC 


£125,000 





Hadley Way, Beechdale 

• Deceptively Spacious Mid Town House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Generous Living Room 

• Bathroom with Separate Shower Cubicle 
■ EPC-C 


£125,000 



w_ 



Southey Close, Willenhall 

• Two Double Bedroom Mid Terrace 

• Entrance Hall 

• Lounge 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• EPC-C 



£ 110,000 




Lister Road, Beechdale 

• Three Bedroom Mid-Terrace 
■ Popular Area of Beechdale 

• No Upward Chain 

• Ideal First Purchase 

• Suitable Buy-To-Let 

• EPC-C 


O.I.E.O £105,000 




Church Place, Blakenall Heath 

• Two Bedroom Second Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Kitchen & Living Area 

• White Bathroom Suite 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• EPC-B 


£80,000 


*T7.. 

- 



1 

Taverners Close, Willenhall 


Ashdown Grove, Walsall 

• One Bedroom Ground Floor Maisonette 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Lounge 


• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Fitted Kitchen 


• Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

• Double Bedroom 


• Bathroom 

• No Chain 


• Allocated Parking 

• EPC-C 


• EPC-B 

£78,950 


£75,000 


( 

Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 

___ J 



Hr Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley - Stafford •Stoke-on-Trent - Telford - Walsall • Wednesbury -Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 

























































































































































PROPERTY 29 



Bungalow 
with spacious 
accommodation 
has indoor pool 

BLOXWICH 

£299,950 


A versatile detached 
bungalow off Stafford Road 
in Bloxwich has spacious 
accommodation including 
two ground floor bedrooms 
and loft room/bedroom 
three. 

Also with an indoor 
swimming pool, it is for sale 
through Skitts at £299,950 with 
no chain. 



Three-bed home is 
ideal long-term rental 


WALSALL 
£635 PCM 


It has a porch, a reception 
hall, a lounge with a bow 
window and feature fireplace, 
a dining room/bedroom, a 
principal bathroom, dining 
kitchen, a ground floor 
bedroom, en-suite shower 
room, indoor swimming 
pool, shower room/WC and a 
conservatory. There is also a 
garage and garden and a loft 
bedroom. The kitchen includes 
a cooker, hob and extractor 
fan. The ground floor bedroom 
has plenty of storage and a 
door to the indoor swimming 
pool and an en-suite shower. 

Call 01922 478104. 


This three-bedroomed property in Mistletoe Drive, 
Yew Tree, Walsall, is an ideal long-term rental 
family home. 

It is to let through Lets Move In at £635 per calender 
month. 

This popular style of home situated within the Yew 
Tree Estate of Walsall. 

It has a driveway and UPVC windows and doors. 

A spokesman for the letting agent said: “If you 
would like to register your interest for a viewing when 
it comes available please fill in the online form or give 
us a call.” 

For further information, contact Lets Move In on 
01922 315295 or visit www.letsmovein.co.uk 
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L & S PRESTIGE ESTATES 


PREST16E ESTATES 


46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


UPPER PENN 


ESSINGTON 


COPPICE FARM 



BRACKENDALE 


r 


I I P 8 


GREAT HALL 
GROVE, W'TON 

Five Bedroom 
Executive Detached, 
Lounge & Separate 
Study, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
to both Master & 
Bedroom 2, Office/ 
Den, Double Garage 
& Off Road Parking 



HOUGH WAY, 
ESSINGTON 

Executive Five Bed 
Detached, Guest 
W.C, Lounge, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 
Separate Utility 
Room, Two En-Suite 
Shower Rooms, 
Refitted Family 
Shower Room, Front 
& Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage 


HEBDEN GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four/Five Bed 
- Detached, Lounge/ 
Diner, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Separate Utility 
Room, Play Room/ 
Gym, Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 
En-Suite Shower To 
Master, D/Glazing & 
C/Heating, Off Road 
Parking & Garage 



DURSLEY CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four/Five Bedroom 
Detached, 23ft 
x 15ft Lounge, 

.. Spacious Kitchen/ 
Diner, Utility 

' Room, Guest W.C, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Driveway 
, & Garage, Enclosed 

Rear Garden 


OIEO £650,000 

> £349,950 J 

1 OIEO £265,000 

. £235,000 



BENTLEY ^ 

RIVERPOINT 

SNEYD PARK 

BRACKENDALE 



WESTERN CLOSE, 
WALSALL 

Extended Four Bed 
Semi, Spacious 
Lounge/Diner, 
Conservatory, 22ft 
Fitted Kitchen, First 
Floor Shower Room, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking & Garage, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden, Viewing 
Advised! 



RIVERBANK RD, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi, 
Lounge Open Plan 
Into Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
Shower Room To 
Master, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, Front 
& Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Viewing Advised! 



BROCKERIDGE CL, 
NEW INVENTION 

Three Bedroom 
Semi, Lounge, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 

Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Garage, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden, Viewing 
Strongly Advised! 



LYDNEY CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Extended Three 
Bed Semi, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 23ft 
r Sitting/ Dining 
Room, Utility 
Room, Guest W.C, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front and 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway Parking 


OIEO £190,000 

. £175,000 

. OIEO £160,000 

. £155,000 


BENTLEY ^ 

BILSTON 

WILLENHALL 

SHORT HEATH 



LANGMEAD 
CLOSE, WALSALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 

Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front 
& Rear Garden, 
Driveway/Carport, 
Detached Garage, 
Viewing Advised! 



MARBURY DRIVE, 
BILSTON 

Modern Three Bed 
Link Detached, 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 

Guest W.C, En-Suite 
Shower To Master, 
Family Shower 
Room, Part Double/ 
Part Triple Glazed & 
C/Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Garage 



CLOTHIER STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bedroom 
End Town House, 
Spacious Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/Diner, 
Family Bathroom 
With Shower & Bath, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
^ Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden, Great 
F.T.B. 



LUCKNOW RD, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bedroom 
Semi Detached, 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front And 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage, 
No Upward Chain 


£150,000 

. OIEO £150,000 

, OIEO £115,000 

. OIRO £115,000 


QUEENS LEA ^ 

BEECHDALE 

SHORT HEATH 

LEAMORE 



SHEPHERD DRIVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Semi 
Detached, 20ft 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Covered 
Outbuildings, Guest 
W.C, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, Great 
FTB! 



HADLEY WAY, 
BEECHDALE 

Three Bed End Town 
House, Lounge, 

t < V f -r ^ Spacious Kitchen/ 
Diner, Hobby 
Room & Lean-to, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Detached Garage, 
Great Potential! 



HOWE CRESCENT, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid Town 
House, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Ground Floor 
W.C, Two Double 
Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom With 
Separate Shower, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Ideal FTB 
dl Or BTL 



BLAKENALL LANE, 
BLOXWICH 

Three Bed End 
Terrace, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor Shower 
Room, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, Front 
& Rear Gardens, 
Outhouse In Rear 
Garden, Great BTL 
Or FTB 


OIEO £105,000 

, £100,000 

, OIEO £90,000 

. £90,000 


SUMMER HAYES ^ 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

FURZEBANK 

WILLENHALL 


£L:- ] 

,-.r> 



BRIDGNORTH GR, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed First Floor 
Flat, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, UPVC 
Double Glazing, 
Front Garden & 
External Storage, 
Garage In Separate 
Block, Popular 
Location, Viewing 
Advised! 



PRESTWOOD RD, 
W'TON 

One Bed First 


Floor Maisonette, 
Spacious Lounge, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Communal 
Gardens, Recently 
Refurbished, Ideal 
F.T.B Or B.T.L 



ROEBUCK GLADE, 
WILLENHALL 

One Bed Ground 
Floor Flat, Entrance 
Hall, Lounge, 

Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Double 
Bedroom, Shower 
Room, D/Glazing & 
C/Heating, Private 
Rear Garden, 

Garage In Separate 
Block, Ideal F.T.B Or 
B.T.L. 



GOMER STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Second 
Floor Flat, 

Spacious Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen 
With Appliances, 
Bathroom & Shower 
Room, D/Glazing 
& Electric Heating, 
Secure Allocated 
Parking Space, 
Close To Willenhall 
Town Centre 


OIEO £80,000 

. OIEO £75,000 

t OIEO £65,000 

. £50,000 


BENTLEY ^ 

WEDNESFIELD 

BRACKENDALE 

SHORT HEATH 





LANGMEAD CL, 
WALSALL 

Immaculate 
Three Bed Semi, 
Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

I Diner, Separate 
Utility Room, 

H Conservatory, 

H Family Bathroom, D/ 
fl. Glazing & C/Heating, 
Ample Off Road 
^ Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden 





MOATHOUSE LN 
WEST, W'FIELD 

Extended Three/ 
Four Bedroom 
Semi Detached, 
Lounge, Kitchen/ 

I Diner, Utility Room 
And Ground Floor 
a Bedroom With En- 
Suite Shower Room, 
Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Off Road Parking, 
Rear Garden 



CULMORE CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Driveway 
Parking, Front & 
Rear Gardens, No 
Upward Chain 



LAKELOT CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed End Town 
House, Spacious 
Lounge/Diner, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest W.C, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Allocated 
Off Road Parking, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden, Viewing 
Advised! 


£160,000 


OIEO £150,000 


£150,000 


OIEO £125,000 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com | zqqp«o | — c 
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auction 


Estate House, Darwall Street 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 


Auction 

Thursday 3rd 
August 2017 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Eldon Street 
Walsall 



I Situated within walking distance of Walsall town centre this three I 
I bedroom end terraced property is in need of modernisation I 
I throughout. This property is ideally suited towards an investor. I 
I With all amenities close at hand the property comprises: F 
I Tenure Freehold Ground Floor Front reception room 3.7m x I 
I 3m, Receotion room two 4m x 3.6m, Kitchen 4.3m x 2.1m, f 
I Bathroom 2.7m x 2.1m First Floor Bedroom one front 4.1m x 
| 3.7m, Bedroom two 3.7m x 3.2m, Bedroom three rear 4.3m x 
| 2.1m 

•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


Elmsdale Court, 
Birmingham Road 
Walsall 



I A purpose built ground floor flat situated on the Birmingham I 
I Road within a five minute walk of Walsall town centre. Of I 
I particular appeal to either a first time buyer or investor the I 
I property has night storage heaters and car port accessed I 
I from Jesson Road. Accomodation Reception Hall with cloaks I 
I cupboard, Lounge with windows to front and side, Kitchen with I 
I range of units. Bedroom, Bathroom with white suite. Outside I 
I Communal Gardens, car port. The property is leasehold with I 
| the benefit of an extended lease. 

•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


0121 289 3838 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. Walsall. WS1 4SA 


Glebe Place 
Darlaston 


26th July 10am, 1st August 10am 


Brownhills Road 
Walsall Wood 




d 

™ % % 

" ¥=■ 


Lower Maisonette,Norton TerraceNorton Canes 


Ogley Road 
Walsall 


I Situated in a quiet cul-de-sac, this traditionally styled end of I 
I terrace property benefits from gas central heating and double | 
I glazing but is in need of further modernisation and improvement. | 
With all amenities close at hand, the property has s good si 
I rear garden and comprises of the following:- Tenure Freehold I 
I Ground Floor Front door leads to Reception Hall with stairs off I 
I and store cupboard, door to Lounge plus double glazed bay | 
window, Kitchen , Lobby with access to W.C. and useful Store, f 
Upstairs there is three bedroom snad one bathroom. 

•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


I Within a stone’s throw of Brownhills Town Centre in a popular I 
I location, this traditional semi detached property has gas central I 
I heating and double glazing. Set back from the road behind a I 
| foregarden and driveway with off street parking, the property I 
I is conveniently located and would make an ideal purchase I 
I for investor/builder. The accommodation comprises:- Tenure I 
1 Freehold Ground Floor Front door leads to Reception Hall with I 
I stairs off and door to Lounge, door to Kitchen with access to I 
1 Lobby with W.C. Upstairs is three bedrooms and one bathroom. | 

•Guide Price £92,500 PLUS 


Foster Street 
Bloxwich 


I Situated in a popular residential area a short distance from I 
Brownhills town centre this two bedroom ground floor I 
I maisonette is in need of modernisation throughout. With a 
amenities close at hand the property comprises: Tenure 
I Freehold Ground Floor Lounge 4.6m x 3.7m, Bedroom one | 
3.4m x 3.1m, Bedroom two 4m x 3.1m, Kitchen 2.6m x 2.1m 
| Shower room 1.9m x 1.6m 

•Guide Price £67,000 PLUS 


I This two bedroom terraced property is in need of some I 
| modernisation. With gas fired central heating, the property is 
I ideally suited towards both owner occupiers and investors. I 
I With all amenities close at hand the property comprises: I 
I Tenure Freehold Ground Floor Reception Room 3.8m x 3.5m, I 
1 Reception room 4.9m x 3.8m, Kitchen 4.3m x 2m, Shower room I 
I First FloorBedroom One 4.8m x 3.6m x Bedroom two 4.2m x 
| 4m, Bathroom 4.3m x 2.1m. Second Floor Attic Room 

•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


St James Avenue 
Rowley Regis 


Woodwards Road 
Walsall 


26th July 10:30am, 1st August 10:30am 


I This two bedroom end terraced 
' property offers spacious 
accommodation, which although 
requiring some improvement, would 
make an ideal purchase for an 
investor. Potential purchasers are 
recommended to inspect the mining 
I search, with all amenities close at 
hand, the property comprises: Tenure 
Freehold Ground Floor Reception 
Room (4.2m x 3.8m), Kitchen (2.8m x 
I 2.7m) First Floor Bedroom one (4.9m 
I x 3.3m), Bedroom Two (3.9m x 2.7m), 
Bathroom (2m x 1.7m) 


•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


Barns Lane 
Rushall 


26th July 3:30pm, 29th July 11:30pm 


I This two bedroom bungalow is in 
need of modernisation throughout. 
I The property is situated in a popular 
residential area and with all amenities 
I close at hand it comprises: Tenure 
Freehold Ground Floor Lounge 4.9m 
I x 3m, Kitchen, Bathroom, Bedroom 
I one 3.6m x 2.7m, and bedroom two. 


•Guide Price £99,950 PLUS 


Nursery Road 
Bloxwich 


24th July 4:30pm, 27th July 4:30pm 


r 



Situated in a popular residential I 
area a short walk from both Norton I 
Canes high school and Chasewater I 
Country park, this ground floor I 
maisonette requires little work. The I 
property is ideally suited towards I 
both home owners and investors. I 
With all amenities close at hand the I 
property comprises: Tenure Leasehold I 
Ground Floor Bedroom one (3m x 2m), I 
Bathroom (1.9m x 1.6m), Kitchen (3m I 
x 2m), Reception Room (5.9m x 3.2m), I 
Bedroom two (3.3m x 3.1 m), Bedroom I 
three (3.8m x 3m) 


26th July at 4.30 pm, 29th July at 12.30 pm 


•Guide Price £50,000 PLUS 


Parklands Gardens 
Walsall 


By appointment through auctioneers 



An appealing one bedroom flat with I 
delightful views across queen Mary’s 
playing fields. Ideal for first time buyer 
or buy to let investment. Close to a 
amenities the property includes hall, 
lounge with appealing aspect, kitchen, 
double bedroom, re fitted bathroom. 
Currently tenanted at 425pcm. Tenure 
Leasehold Accomodation Hall, lounge 
with appealing aspect, kitchen, double 
bedroom, re fitted bathroom. Tenancy 
Currently tenanted at 425pcm. 




•Guide Price £59,000 PLUS 


I Pfi>|K*fVy 
Ombudsman 

SAKS 


u 


I This semi detached property (originally a three bedroom) is in I 
I the process of being extended at ground and first floor level I 
I and is currently semi derelict. Cash offers only are therefore I 
invited for the property which will eventually offer spacious I 
I well proportioned living accommodation. Situated in a popular I 
residential area this property was a former police house. 

•Guide Price £85,000 PLUS 


•Guide Price £78,000 PLUS 


I Situated close to Bloxwich town centre 
' and occupying a prominent corner 
plot, this semi detached property is 
in need of complete modernisation 
and improvement, although does 
have gas central heating and double 
I glazing. The property comprises:- 
I Tenure Freehold Ground Floor Front 
Door, Reception Hall, Lounge 4.12m 
I x 3.97m, Kitchen 5.18m x 2.29m. First 
Floor Staircase leads to Landing and 
I doors to Bedroom One (front) 3.3m 
I x 3m, Bedroom Two (rear) 2.48m x 
I 2.34m, Bedroom Three (rear) 3.2m x 
I 2.62m, Bathroom Outside Fore, Side 
I and Rear Gardens 


Fairfield 


By appointment through auctioneers 


Mount, Highgate Road 
Walsall 



A stunning period property situated 
in one of Walsall’s most prestigious 
locations along a no through road. 
The property lies within a conservation 
area. The large accommodation is set 
over three floors with a number of 
en suite bathrooms and ample living 
space. The gas centrally heated 
property includes: Ground Floor 
Vestibule, Reception Hall, Guest W.C, 
Sitting Room Living Room, Breakfast 
Kitchen, Utility, Further Outhouse with 
W.C, First Floor three Bedrooms, Two 
Ensuites, Family Bathroom. 


•Guide Price £275,000 PLUS 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 




•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They are 
not necessarily figures which 
a property will sell for and may 
change at any time prior to the 
auction. Each property will be 
offered subject to a Reserve 
(a figure below which the 
Auctioneer cannot sell the 
property during the auction) 
which we expect will be set within 
the Guide Range or no more than 
10% above a single figure Guide 
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• Comer Plot 

• Porch, Hall 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 


• Mid Town House 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms 


Shower Room 


• Through Hallway, 

• Lounge Diner, 

• Extended 
Breakfast Kitchen. 


Sitting Room, 
Further 

Entrance Hallway, 
Two Double 


• Tradional Semi 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Ground Floor 
Wet Room 


• Kitchen/Diner 

• Family Bathroom 

• Garage/Workshop 

• Rear Garden 


• 3 Bedrooms 


Rear Garden 


• Garden 


WILLENHALL 

GOREY CLOSE 


BLOXWICH 

DOWNFIELD CLOSE 


Webbs 

01922 

663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 

Free 

Valuations 

No Sale 
No Fee 

Experienced 
Sales Team 


Established 1994 
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Ops 


• Outstanding Family Home 

• Beautiful Outlook 

• Porch, Hallway 

• Lounge, Sitting Room 

• Generous Kitchen 


• Conservatory 

• 4 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Viewing Essential 


» Detached Family Home 
» Sought After Location 

• Hallway, Lounge 
» Dining Room, 

* Conservatory 


l.l 


• Refitted Kitchen, WC 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• Driveway 


OFFERS OVER £230,000 


£265,000 


LITTLE BLOXWICH 

MACKAY ROAD 


WALSALL 

CROXDENE AVENUE 


BLOXWICH 

LYDFORD ROAD 


LEAMORE 

BLOXWICH ROAD 


n 

Kitchen 


£130,000 Offers Over 


Auction Guide £90,000 


£277,950 


£160,000 


BLOXWICH 

PLOVER STREET 


WALSALL 

WOODRUFF WAY 




«r 


• ~ Vr— 
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• Modem New Build 

• Lounge 

• Spacious Kitchen/Diner 

• Guests WC 

• 2 Double Bedrooms 


• Family Bathroom 

• Allocated Parking 

• Rear Garden 

• Viewing Recommended 


• Four Bed Detached 

• Entrance Porch, 

• Through Hallway, 

• Lounge, Guest W.C. 

• Dining Room, 


• Kitchen, Utility Room, 

• Bathroom and En-Suite. 

• Driveway, 

• Landscaped Gardens 

• Garage. 


OFFERS OVER £120,000 


£265,000 


PELSALL 

WHITE HOLLIES 


BLOXWICH 

STONEY LANE 


!■*- 


rightmov&a* 


NAl.Au 


► Through Hallway, 

» Guest WC, Study/Playroom, 

► Lounge Diner 

* Three Bedrooms. 


• Family Bathroom 

• En-Suite to Master. 

• Private Driveway 

• Landscaoed Gardens. 


• Impressive Bungalow 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen Family Room 

• 4/5 Bedrooms 


• Double Garage 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 

• NO CHAIN 


Offers Over £209,950 


£350,000 Offers Over 
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MARRION 
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Tel: 01922 404446 


212 High Street, Bloxwich, WS3 3LA 


rightmove: 

lw UN't (unbar atm (raparty • 

(^nTheMarket: 



Paul Marrion - Partner 




Kathy Marrion - Partner 


Dukes Grove, Off Stafford Road 

Bloxwich 

• Detached dormer style bungalow 

• Gas centrally heated 

• Double Glazed 

• Through Lounge/Dining Room 

• Large Kitchen/Dining Area 

• 3 bedrooms, Bathroom/WC 

• Indoor swimming Pool 

• Garage, drivewa^^ardens 


Lancaster Place 

Bloxwich 

• Semi detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• Double glazed 

• 2 reception rooms, kitchen 

• 2 bedrooms/bathroom/WC 

• Gardens and scope for parking 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

• Must Be Viewed 

£ 110,000 


Long Lane 

Essington 

• Detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• 2 reception rooms, kitchen 

• 4 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Driveway, gardens 

• Recently refurbished 

• Must Be Viewed 

£315,000 



Occupying a prominent corner position on 
this small well placed development by 
National House Builders Barratt Homes, this 
spacious three storey detached family home 
offers excellent value for money! Being most 
worthy of an early internal viewing, the gas 
centrally heated and PVCu double glazed 
accommodation briefly includes;- Canopy Porch, 


Stamping Way 

Bloxwich 

Entrance Hall/Stairs, Fitted Guests Cloaks/ 
WC, Kitchen/Dining Area, Separate Dining 
Room (alternative sitting room or bedroom 
4), First Floor Lounge, Bedroom Three, Family 
Bathroom/WC, Second Floor Two Double 
Bedrooms with 'Jack & Jill' Shower Room/WC, 
Single Car Garage, Driveway, Enclosed Rear 
Garden and Views Over Central Parkland Area 


£ 200,000 


Brookhill Close 

Willenhall 

Semi detached house 
Gas centrally heated 
PVCu double glazed 
Lounge, dining kitchen 
2 bedrooms, bathroom WC 
Parking 
Gardens 

NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£105,000 


Newhome Way 

Walsall 

Well Presented Modern Town House 

Three Bedrooms 

Lounge, Conservatory 

En-suite to Master Bedroom 

Must Be Viewed 

Gardens 

Family Bathroom 

No Onward Chain 

£140,000 


Pershore Close 

Bloxwich 

• Semi Detached House 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed (where specified) 

• Front Lounge, kitchen, 

• Rear Dining Room, Sun Room 

• 3 Bedrooms, Shower Room/WC 

• Rear Garden. 

• No Onward Chain 

£ 110,000 



This extremely spacious Edwardian semi 
detached family home is situated in an 
excellent location close to Bus Routes 
and all usual local amenities. Offered 
with the benefit of no onward chain and 
picturesque open fields to the rear, the 
aas centrally heated and majority PVCu 
double glazed accommodation provides 


Lichfield Roa< 

Rushall 

scope for improvement and briefly includes 
the following;- Canopy Porch, Entrance 
Hall/Stairs, Guests Cloaks/WC, Three 
Reception Rooms, Fitted Kitchen, Utility 
Room, Four First Floor Bedrooms (one 
currently used as a Kitchen), Bathroom/ 
WC, Attic Room, Ample Fore Court Parking 
and Mature Well Screened Gardens 

225000 


o 

o 


Energy 
Rating - D 

in!" 



Occupying one of the most sought after and 
large plots on this popular and now maturing 
residential development, this well presented 
'Bovis' built detached home is most worthy 
of an early internal viewing! The gas 
centrally heated and PVCu double glazed 
accommodation briefly includes;- Enclosed 
Porch, Entrance Hall/Stairs, Re-fitted Guests 


Turnberry Road 

Turnberry, Bloxwich 


£300,000 


Cloaks/WC, Breakfast Kitchen, Three Good 
Sized Reception Rooms (one being used as a 
Study), Sun Lounge Extension, Four Excellent 
Bedrooms, the Master having Built in Furniture 
and a Shower Room/WC En-suite, Re-fitted 
Family Bathroom/WC, Single Garage with 
space to Extend, Ample Driveway Parking 
and Generous Secluded Plot 


Lichfield Road 

Bloxwich 

• 2 Lock up Garages 

• Can be split 

• rear of Lichfield Road 

• 25'0 x 20'6 

• Vehicular Approach 

• Purchasers is responsible for sellers legal fees 

• No Mains services connected 

• A Must Buy 

£ 10,000 


Marrion & Co are very pleased to be able to 
offer for sale this exceptionally spacious semi 
detached Edwardian family home at a most 
competitive price!! Being extremely deserving 
of early internal viewing, to fully appreciate the 
accommodation within, the gas centrally heated 
and double glazed home briefly includes 
Entrance Vestibule, Imposing Hall/Stairs, Two 


£349,950 


Formal Reception Rooms, Large Breakfast 
Room/Kitchen Open To Conservatory, Utility 
Room/Guests Cloaks/WC, Additional Garden 
Room, Three Double Bedrooms on the First 
Floor and Family Bathroom/WC, Second Floor; 
3 Attic Style Bedrooms and Additional Storage 
Space, Ample Parking, Garage Approached 
From The Rear, 1/3 Acre Garden Plot 


(0 

£ 



Churston Close 

Turnberry 

Offered for sale is this immaculately 

E resented detached family home 
enefitting from gas central heating 
and PVCu double glazing. Having 
been recently refurbished throughout 
by the current owners, the property 
briefly comprises the following 


OIRO £199,950 


accommodation;- Entrance Hall/ 
Stairs, Lounge, Kitchen/Diner, Utility 
Area, Study/Office, Landing, Three 
Bedrooms, Bathroom/WC, Garage, 
Driveway Parking and Gardens. 


Ryle Street 

Walsall 

• Completely Refurbished Semi-Detached House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Open plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Bathroom, Driveway 

• Large rear garden 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• No Onward Chain 

£144,950 


Havergal Place 

Shareshill 


Built to good auality specifications by local 
builders Fresh Space, approximately 10 
years ago, this beautifully presented and 
deceptively spacious self contained around 
floor apartment forms part of an exclusive 
infilling development at the heart of this 
popular Staffordshire Village, well served by 
excellent Motorway connections and access 


to surrounding Town and City Centres. The 
gas centrally heated and double glazed 
accommodation briefly includes;-Entrance 
Hall, Lounge, Fitted Kitchen with Integrated 
Appliances, Two Good Sized Bedrooms, 
Expensively Equipped Bathroom/WC, 
Garage in Battery Block, and Parking 
NO ONWARD CHAIN 


£144,950 





RICS 


(•) iTheMarket cc 


Oak Crescent, Leamore 

Walsall 

• Semi-Detached House 

• PVCu double glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Lounge. Breakfast Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms, Large Bathroom 

• Driveway 

• No Onward Chain 

• Rear Garden 

£92,950 



Harrison Street 

Bloxwich 

• Spacious End terrace house 

• Gas centrally heated & PVCu Double glazed 

• Two reception rooms 

• Kitchen 

• 3 Berdroom 

• Upstairs bathroom/WC 

• Rear Garden 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£99,500 


Maple Drive, Yew Tree Estate 

Walsall 

• In need of complete refurbishment 

• Great potential for extension 

• Semi detached house 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge, dining Room, kitchen, utility 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Parking space 

• Gardens 

£115,000 



Coalpool Lane, Coalpool 

Walsall 

• Semi detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge, dining room 

• kitchen 

• 3 bedrooms 

• bathroom/WC 

• Small Garage/ Store Room, Rear Garden, 
Driveway 

£124,950 



Highgrove Close 

Willenhall 

• Link detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge, dining room, conservatory, kitchen, utilit 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Garage 

• Driveway 

• Gardens 

£ 220,000 


We know the value of good service... 
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“MOTORING 



The Fullback is a rather imposing machine 


Fiat's take on a rough and 
ready practical pick-up truck 





WHO WOULDNT PUT SAFETY FIRST? 


Record-breaking safety 
W.y' rating for the all-new Volvo 

V40 in Euro NCAP test 


BRINDLEY WOLVERHAMPTON 

West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507671 
brindley.co.uk/volvo 



YOU THOUGHT YOU 
COULDNT AFFORD 
A VOLVO... 

YOU CAN! 

The Volvo V40 T2 [122] 
R-Design 

£199 per month on Personal 
Contract Purchase with Volvo 
Car Credit 

Personal Contract Purchase 
Representative Example: V40 T2 R-Design 


Cash price of vehicle 

£19,840.00 

Customer deposit 

£3,000.00 

Manufacturer deposit contribution 

£1,000 

Total amount of credit 

£15,840.00 

Total charge for credit 

£1,892.00 

48 monthly payments 

£199 

Duration in months 

49 

One final payment (GFV) 

£8,180.00 

Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 

2.00% 

Representative APR 

3.9% 

Total amount payable 

£21,732.00 

Mileage per annum 

6,000 

Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile 


To find out more, contact Brindley 


Available with 3 YEARS COMPLIMENTARY 
SERVICING when purchased on Volvo Car 
Credit Personal Contract Purchase. 


Official fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 T2 R-Design (manual) in MPG (1/100km): Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51.4 (5.5). CO 2 Emissions 127g/km. 

MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 

Finance subject to status. Retail sales only. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject 
to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Volvo Car Credit RH1 1 SR. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. The service offer is 
only applicable when purchasing on Personal Contract Purchase with Volvo Car Credit. Offer is applicable to vehicles ordered between 01/07/2017 and 30/09/2017. Services must be carried out at a Volvo Authorised Repairer. Retail offer only. Excludes 
fleet operators and business users. See volvocars.co.uk for full terms and conditions. W. Brindley (Garages) Limited trading as Brindley Volvo is a credit broker (not a lender) - we can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected 
finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


By James Parker _ 

The Fiat Fullback is based on the popular Mitsubishi 
L200, and is largely similar in appearance aside from 
a redesigned front grille. 

Customers in the UK who fancy the idea of a pick¬ 
up truck with a slightly more stylish badge than its 
competitors will only be able to specify their Fullback 
with a double cab configuration, although there is a 
selection of 2.4-litre diesel engines and transmissions 
available. 

With the Fullback, which draws its name from the 
key rugby and American football position, Fiat hopes 
it can muscle its way into the increasingly competitive 
medium-duty pick-up market, competing against the 
likes of the Ford Ranger, SsangYong Musso and its 
sister vehicle, the Mitsubishi L200. 

There’s no getting around it: the Fullback is a rather 
imposing thing. Measuring more than five metres in 
length, it practically dwarfs anything else on the road 
short of a lorry. That said though, it wears its size rather 
well. Those with a keen eye will spot the Fullback’s 
familiar L200 profile, as well as its less fussy and more 
subtly styled front end. Side by side, the Fiat is without a 
doubt, the better looking of the two. 



The Fullback turns heads wherever it goes 

As far as image goes, there is a certain amount of 
coolness to be derived from cruising around in a truck 
that at times can feel as big as an aircraft carrier. 

The Fullback turns heads wherever it goes, largely 
thanks to just how big it is. 

While the Fullback might look rather flashy from the 
outside, the cabin bears a distinctly utilitarian feel to it. 
The layout is simple, yet feels solidly put together. As this 
is a pick-up that will largely appeal to those who spend a 
great deal of time outdoors, a simple and sturdy interior 
such as the Fullback’s is exactly what is needed. 

Being a large pick-up, the Fullback offers passengers 
a good deal of space inside. Headroom in the front 
and back seats is abundant, while legroom in the rear, 
while not amazing, is still plentiful enough to ensure 
passengers won’t get too uncomfortable on longer 
journeys. There is also a generously sized central 
storage bin, as well as a couple of cup holders for 
storing those odd bits and pieces. 

The Fullback’s load bed is undoubtedly its main party 
piece, and one of the primary attractions for a vehicle of 
this nature. It offers a load volume of 1.9 cubic metres 
and a payload of 1,045kg. Towing shouldn’t prove too 
much of a problem either, as the Fullback is rated to haul 
up to 3,100kg unbraked. 

First things first: you’re immediately aware of the 
Fullback’s size the moment you get behind the wheel. 
You sit high up, with a commanding view of the road 
around you and a dominating presence. Generally, the 
Fullback rides well, although it can skip around a touch 
over slightly uneven road surfaces. 

In terms of its controls, the steering is surprisingly light 
given the nature of the vehicle. Our test model was fitted 
with a six-speed manual, which for the most part was 
competent enough. The clutch was light, and the gear 
change itself didn’t require a huge amount of physical 
exertion, although it was rather woolly. 

On the motorway, the truck’s boxy nature did give 
way to a fair bit of wind noise, but this wasn’t a huge 
mark against the Fullback. The 2.4-litre, 178bhp diesel 
engine pulled well, getting the pick-up up to speed in a 
fashionable manner. At cruising speed, while it was fairly 
audible, it wasn’t at all intrusive. 

We reviewed the mid-level, LX-specification Fullback 
with the 2.4-litre, 178bhp Euro 5 diesel engine, which 
costs from £28,653. For your money, you get a fair 
amount of kit as standard, including heated front 
seats - which are a welcome feature in the chilly winter 
temperatures - a 6.1-inch touchscreen infotainment 
system that incorporates DAB radio and satellite 
navigation, as well as a very handy rear parking camera 
that certainly comes in handy in a car of this size. 


























Accountancy 


Driveways 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

„ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

dgrtalG) *1^ 


0AP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 




6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for ^ 

£395 

complete with handles 1 




External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


6 Internal Panel Doors 
Fully Fitted Only 


Also just fitting available 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 


J P Techniclem 


Carpets cleaned from £15 
Upholstery from £10 
Curtains from £12 
Leather from £15 
0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766162 Mobile 
Fully insured, all work guaranteed 

<s ,. Trust A Trader for 20 years 

) www.jptechniclean.co.uk ^ 


Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

FASCIAS, GUTTERS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS CLEANED 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
01543 504900 24 HRS Est 30 
07748 108035 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK W511 1PU yCdl O 


HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


S ft M AQUA - 

POWER JET WASHING 


We specialise in the high pressure cleaning 
on domestic and commercial paving, 
patios and driveways using the latest high 
pressure water jet cleaners. 

We can also provide a professional gutter 
cleaning service using the latest high reach 
cleaning equipment. And a graffiti removal 
and chewing gum removal service for 



Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chrcka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



1 vhfLrrl 

OF 

| ^INT| 

IMITATIONS 

• Weed Free Paving 

• Anti-Slip 

• Written Guarantees 

• Extensive choice of 

• Free Quote and Survey 

Patterns & Colours 

• On-line Gallery 

• See our Display at our Premises 


www.creteprintpaving.co.uk 
creteprintpaving@btconnect.com 
Tel: 015-43 571111 or 0200 3292 243 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

westcot.contractors. 


Driveways & Patios 


Driveways & Patios Ltd 

A 

Tobermore 


Add style and value to your property... 

By replacing a worn out driveway can make all 
the difference to your home... Give your home 
the latest outdoor look! 

Tobermore approved 

Driveway and Patio Contractor Specialising 
in Driveways & Patios using the latest up to 
date products. I Driveway Design Visualisation 
Service Available I Expanding Portfolio of 
previous work. Public Liability Insurance 
provided. All work guaranteed. 



Call: 01922 496861 
mob: 07817 3981 


Essington, Wolverhampton) 


v, 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


MB& electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: I 


mbelectric. co. uk 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES * 

*SUMMER + AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFERS* 


PANEL SIZE 

WANEY/ 

OVERLAP 

FEATHER EDGE 
DIP - TREATED 

FEATHEREDGE 

TANALISED 

PICKET 

TANALISE 

6’X6’ 

£16.00 

£25.00 

£28.50 

N/A 

6’X5’ 

£14.50 

£22.50 

£26.00 

N/A 

6’X4’ 

£13.00 

£20.00 

£23.00 

£18.00 

6’X3’ 

£11.50 

£18.00 

£20.50 

£15.00 

6’X2’ 

£10.00 

£16.00 

£18.50 

£12.00 


*CUSTOM MADE SPECIAL SIZES AVAILABLE P.O.A. 
TRADE + BULK ENQUIRES WELCOME - DISCOUNTED PRICES. 
ARCH TOPS @ £2 EXTRA, TRELLIS, GATES, POSTS ETC 

FREE QUOTES - SUPPLY + ERECT. O.A.P. DISCOUNTS 
TEL: 01543 369958, 07886 369958 OR 07828 693442 
UNIT 7E ZONE 4 BURN7W00D BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 



P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types offence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfendng.co.uk 



Gardening 
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01S43 U7TWF7 1 07796 256323 



Plastering 


CJL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Lawn/Grass 

Cutting 

Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 
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ESTIMATES 


ALL 

AREAS 

COVERED 


YEARS ^ 

EXPERIENCE ^ 


Jaguar and Land Rovers 
bought and sold for cash 
✓ Parts Body Panels Interior 


Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


tnebestofwalsall 


CJ.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 

RUBBER SYSTEMS j 

All work guaranteed- 35 years experience - j 

Call 01922 627932 1 
[ciive: 07778 444401 <#* 


•SASon 


ROOF iNGlSERVIGES 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
^ Tree Felling 

Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 




Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tr immin g 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 


rtp&ir wumc 

BOILER BREAKDOWN SPECIALIST 

For all your Boiler Breakdowns 
and Servicing Call Glenn 

We Fix, Fit 
and Service 
All Boilers 


safe 


07170310062 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 

• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 

Don’t let insects 
and rodents ruin 
your summer! 

Call the professionals 


COVERING ALL AREAS OF 
WOLVERHAMPTON AND STAFFORDSHIRE 


Tel: 01902 475121 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


Jaguar / Landrover Spares 


All parts are tested before removal... 


Tel: 0121 408 5083 

Email - jaguar.spares.4.u@hotmail.com 
Web - www.jaguar-spares-4-u.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


GET A NEW WORCESTER BOSCH 
BOILER FITTED BEFORE WINTER 
AND SAVE £100S NOW!!!! 
VOUCHER COPE: July! 7P&G 


Summer Mega Sale l|s Here! 


Call Free on 08000 786085 


• We give you finance options 

• We will give you a fixed price to 
save £100's and can even install 
the very next day 

• We give you a live phone quote 
so you dont waste time with 
pushy sales people 

• We give you upto 10 years warranty 


Bilston Industrial Estate, 
Oxford Street, 
Wolverhampton WV14 7EG 

www.dgheoting.org.uk 01902 405000 


ChecKa ade 
RATING 
OF 8.95 


, A1 Little Job Man 

Op (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

-1 Over 35 years experience 

I • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

■ • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

| • All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


01922 440004 


SSI 


J& 1 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 

L ___ 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


\ 



WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



Leisure 
l Time 



SCUBA DIVING EQUIPMENT 


Regulators, cylinders, buddy 
commando b.c., suunto 

solution computer, other items. 


£650 ono. 


07804 974194. 



JACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE SUMMER 
SALE! 

UP TO 20% OFF ALL MODELS 
Childrens cycles to clear at 
fantastic prices! 

All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton _ 



FRANC GALVANISED camping 
trailer, 4ft x 3ft, high top, spare 
wheel, jockey wheel, hitch lock, 
£150. 07752 281145. 


This Thursday 
and every 
Thursday 

IL m 6am - 2pm at 


£ ^ Mill Lane, 

Saredon WVIO 7ILJ 
Tel: 07831 192 116 




A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 

We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 

CAMPA RALLEY 390 awning with 
poles outside, used 4 times £120. 
Solar panel 4ft tall, £100. 0121 
5687442 after 3pm. 

CARAVAN FOR SALE in North 
Wales, 11 Vz, month season, must 
go, 2018 fees paid. 07590 124226. 
CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

CLARACH BAY 

Holiday Village, Aberystwth. 

Cosalt 3 bedroom caravan. 
Well appointed decking with 
lovely views. Fully equipped, 
ready for use. 2017site fees 
paid. 

£6,995 

07547177049. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FOUR BERTH ABBEY 
AVENTURA 318 

2004, fixed double bed, 

motor mover, water barrels, 

TV, awning, etc. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 


CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 


For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


self catering > 

holidays 

BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

N 

travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


what’s on 


' \ 

antique fairs 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall, 
Sunday 30th July 9am-3pm. 
Call Brian: 07923 538178. 

N 

markets 


Very good condition. 

£4,995 ono. 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 


01543 491795. 

PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £10,995. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 


STATIC ATLAS EVER¬ 
GLADE CARAVAN 


38x12ft, six berth, large 
decking, site fees paid until 
2017, beach location, Borth, 

Mid Wales, 

£11,000 ono. 

07986 690052. 

TRIO PRINCE PORCH 
AWNING 

consisting of 5 zip out windows, 
extending to 12ft out, 50p 
design, very good condition, to 
include poles, curtains and new 
bags. 

£450. 

Thetford toilet seat. 

£15. 

Kampa air pump, with gauge. 

£10. 

Thetford C200 cassette toilet. 
£75. 

3-way 16 amp electric mains 
hook up adapter spliter, 
unused. 

£10. 

01543 415302 or 
07801 852941. 

2011 ELDDIS CRUSADER Super 
Sirocco, 4 berth, twin axle, fixed 
bed, end wahsroom, stunning, 
£11,950. 07717 090817. 


At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 


07957 399964 


3 

Home & 
Services 



at short notice for our monthly auctions 


01782638100 



DARK RED LEATHER reclining 
armchair. £100. 

07828 664983. 


MELLOWCRAFT DARK OAK 
DINING TABLE. 

168cm x 76cm, 6 chairs. 
Matching wall unit with mirrored 
cocktail cabinet, leaded front 
top, cupboard base, 
194cm x 91cm. £350. 
01922 632402. 

THREE SEATER settee + two seater 
settee, burgundy leather, manual 
recliner. Excellent. £500 ono. 
07754 910211 /01922 417582. 



A BARGAIN 
LUSH GREEN 
LAWN TURF 
CUT FRESH IN EASY TO 
LAY ROLLS £1.75 PER ROLL 
Prompt deliveries daily 
TRENT VALLEY TURF 

01902 738217 





We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


\T SHEDRITE Potting sheds, log 
cabins, summerhouses etc. Willen- 
hall Rd WV1 2HQ, 01902 450137. 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 

between Private and Trade. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

RETIRED ENGINEER 


has hand tools, power tools, 
and ladders for sale. 


For further details ring 


07836 385035. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 

W 01922 495066 or 07971 78320& 



carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



Starwars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, NinjaTurtles, Corgi or 

Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered, 
good prices paid. 

Unleash the cash in your 
loft. 


Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 
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Classified Ads 37 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


\ 

alarms/security 

v___ 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


'\ 

appliance repairs 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

! ; ^ 

building services 

V___I_ 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

3 .FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 

\ 

building supplies 

V ___ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

_________ - -v 

carpet fitters 

V _ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


carpentry & 
y,_ joinery _ 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

driveways/patio ^ 
v cleaning 


AQUA DRIVEWAYS 


Aqua jet washing - prices from £99. 

High powered jet washing service. Blast 
away dirt, grime & graffiti from driveways, 
patios, conservatories, guttering etc. 


01902 637836 aquabaths@outlook.( 


electrical 
i services 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


fencing 


PORT WRSJ 
FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
“ - 4.30pn 


Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


\ 

fitted bedrooms 

v_ _ 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.mteriorsbyrobertstokes.com 

gardening 
V services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
r u a patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922 898 710 / 07973177 976 


; \ 

gas fitting 


GAS ^ 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

" ^ 

house clearances 

v_1_ 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 


01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 


Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 
HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 
Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862/01902 410433 


; \ 

kitchen fitters 

V___ 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


• Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

• Fencing supplied and erected 

• Turf supplied and laid 

• Stumps treated or removed 

• Hedges and shrubs tidied 

• All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

• Jetwashing of your driveways, 

walls and brickwork, paths and patios. _ 

FULLY INSURED and safety consciousi 
For a free fixed quote calk^ 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 





H COOPER & SON 
LANDSCAPING 

WE CAN TRANSFORM OR MAINTAIN YOUR GARDEN 

• Garden Walls • Turfing 

• Patios • General 

• Fencing Gardening 

For high quality jobs done with pride and at a very fair price. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call: 07904 929632 


painters / 
v decorators 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

“ A 

plastering 

v _ 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments. Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 



A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


V_ 

removals 

\ 



KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 
A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 


v_ 

roofing 

\ 



A ROOFING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 

ICLIFF MCHOLLSI 

Roofing, & Scaffolding 

Rt$betr Roofing 3 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


; \ 

skip hire 

V___ 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 


01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 




* 


“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 


Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

upholstery 



E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St, W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 
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Property 



J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 


Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 


CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(WQJEoasaoLi 


J9accommodation.com 


properties wanted 



FOR YOUR PROPERTY 


Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


8001210007 hoSe°rs 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 ye 


WE PAY 100%1m^ft 

FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 




Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



4 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 

|j Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 



HGV 2 DRIVER required for 26 tonne 
refrigerated vehicle. Full time posi¬ 
tion. Possible nights out. Walsall 
area. £11.75 per hour. Tel 07765 
231994 Or 01922 495965 


WANTED EXPERIENCED 
OWNER DRIVERS 

WITH THEIR OWN 
PRESENTABLE ESTATE 
CARS OR 
SMALL VAN 

for 24 Standard hour adhoc 
nationwide and Ireland 
express courier work. 


Pets & 
Animals 




Please apply in writing only 
to: 


mail@xpress24.eu 
we will contact you! 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 



Business & 
. Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



PET SERVICES AVAILABLE Pet 

sitting and dog walking in Willen- 
hall, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 
All enquiries welcome. 07908 
454002 


RESIDENTIAL CARE WORKERS 

Penkridge and surrounding areas. 
Salary dependent on experience 
starting from £20,880 per annum 
plus opportunities for overtime. 

For further details and an appli¬ 
cation form please contact Lancie 
Abbott at New Reflexions, Black 
Birches, Hadnall, Nr Shrewsbury, 
SY4 3DH. 01939 210040 ore-mail 
lancie. abbott@new 
reflexions.co.uk 

RESIDENTIAL CARE WORKERS 

Penkridge and surrounding areas. 
Salary dependent on experience 
starting from £20,880 per annum 
plus opportunities for overtime. 

For further details and an appli¬ 
cation form please contact Lancie 
Abbott at New Reflexions, Black 
Birches, Hadnall, Nr Shrewsbury, 
SY4 3DH. 01939 210040 ore-mail 
lancie. abbott@new 
reflexions.co.uk 




BIRMINGHAM: 25-26 SEPT & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 
STOKE: 2-3 SEPT. TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 



Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 


1 | NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


WWW. 


. geopace. 


com 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries ■ Clinics - Private Sector ■ Community ■ MOD 
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Classified Ads 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


full time - general 


jfftNEW 


RESIDENTIAL CARE WORKERS 

Newport, Shropshire 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 

Penkridge and surrounding areas. 

Salary dependent on experience starting from £20,880 per annum plus 
opportunities for overtime 

New Reflexions are a childcare organisation providing an integrated service 
to young people who have experienced trauma in their lives resulting in 
emotional behavioural difficulties and requiring a high level of intervention. 
We are currently looking to recruit Residential Care Workers; no previous 
experience is required as our passionate team have the capability to deliver 
industry-leading training in order to equip you with the necessary skills. 

You will be someone with the drive to make a difference to the lives of 
others and be dedicated to promoting the rights and welfare of children. 
Following an in-depth induction, you will be placed within one of our homes 
which are rated either 'good' or 'outstanding' by Ofsted. 

Our staff members are supported and valued; as an organisation we are 
committed to the continued learning and development of all our employees 
which will enable you to develop your skills and offers opportunities to 
progress within the company. 

We are able to offer you: 

• A company culture where people are valued, supported and their 
contributions are recognised. 

• A Working environment that can be challenging at times but also 
extremely rewarding. You can make a real difference to the lives of others. 

• Industry-leading training, including a comprehensive two-week induction 
programme, that has led to us becoming an employer of choice within 
our sector. 

• A firm emphasis on learning and development, including opportunities to 
gain a range of nationally recognised qualifications. 

• Career development opportunities; we develop our staff and regularly 
promote from within. 

• A highly competitive salary plus additional benefits including childcare 
vouchers, bike to work scheme, workplace pension and employee 
assistance programme. 

Due to the location of our homes a full manual driving licence and access 
to transport is required. It is highly likely that you will be required to work 
in more than one location. Successful candidates will also be required to 
complete an Enhanced Disclosure & Barring check. 

For further details and an application form please contact Lancie Abbott at 
New Reflexions, Black Birches, Hadnall, Nr.Shrewsbury SY4 3DH 
Tel: 01939 210040 or email lancie.abbott@newreflexions.co.uk 


KCrSTOT 


LIMITED 

an engineering company based in Aldridge are seeking to recruit:- 

SURFACE / UNIVERSAL GRINDER 

and 

JIG GRINDER 

To work in a modern environment producing close tolerance components 
for the aerospace, defence and motorsport industries. 

A good package awaits the right candidates. 

Please reply by email, sending a full CV 
To Brent Millage 
b.millage@kepston.co.uk 
01922 743133 


EXPERIENCED STEEL POLISHER 

Required, able to do both large and 
small work within busy automotive 
company. Good rates of pay, good 
working conditions, permanent. 
Close to Walsall Town Centre 
Tel 01922 649992. 



GDC REGISTERED DENTAL 
NURSE 3 days pw, R4 knowledge 
preferable. Email CV to admin @ 
bloxwichdentalcentre.co.uk 


8 

Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


- 



CITROEN DS5 DSTYLE 


HDI 160, Immaculate, 62 Reg, 
42K, FSH, MoT, Panoramic 
roof, Sat Nav, Leather seats, 
Cruise Control, Reversing cam, 

Tel. Cannock 07877 536948 

£7,950 

01543 899490 



5dr, premium 
66 Model, 
hatchback, 
3,200 miles. 

£6,500. 
07828 749540 


0121 558 7148. 


MERCEDESSLK230 

1999, silver, black interior, 
radio / CD, MoT, 
108,000 miles, 
owned for the last 8 years, 
FSH. 

£1,795. 

01785 664664. 



MAZDA MX5 
1.81 

Silver. 2006. 

35k miles only. 
Serviced. 

Full MoT. 

Very good condition. 
Alloys. 

Reversing sensors. 

£4,100. 

01922 459395. 
PEUGEOT 308 HDI 

2008, 83,500 miles, black, 
abs, electric windows, air baa, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsn, 
MoT and invoices, economical, 
£30 road tax. 

£1,675. 

07889 545183. 



PEUGEOT 407 
SW SPORT HDI 


2007, 68,000 miles, red, leather 
interior, all electric, radio/CD 

player. Very good condition. 

£ 2,000 


0121 526 4058. 



RENAULT MEGANE 
EXPRESSION 


1.6, 5-dr, 

47,500 miles, 

12 months MoT, 

£3,000 ono. 

01785 612095. 07825 578770. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
EXCLUSIVE 

1.9 CDTi auto 
2010/60, MoT Jan 2018, 
34,000 miles, service history. 

£3,300. 

_ SOLD _ 

5E2Z2 


DIESEL 


CITROEN C5 ESTATE 
DIESEL 

2002 , 

MoT till October. 
Spares or repair. 

£250. 


01785 598616 Penkridge. 



MAZDA MX5 1.6 


1998 convertible, 149,000 
Miles, Blue, long mot, Alloys, 

good runner, no rust, CD player. 

£750 

07597 302765. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 206 XL 

03 Reg., 4Dr, 
65,000 miles, 
excellent condition, 
garaged, service history, 
new MoT. 

£775. 

01922 492321. 



RENAULT CLIO 
EXPRESSION 

1149 cc. 3 door. 

53 reg. Blue. 

Only 66,000 miles. 

Service History. 

Two former keepers. 
MoT. Excellent condition. 
Only £695. 

07963 464780. 


ESTATE 


ROVER 75 CONNOISSEUR 
SE 

2.0 diesel estate, BMW engine, 
51 plate, MoT till January 31, 
heated and electric seats, 

climate control, CL, EM, EW. 


Good condition. 

£690 ono. 
07957 650558. 



1.1 CC 

55 reg. Red. 

5 door. 
23,000 miles. 

Full MoT. 
Great first car. 
£895. 

07974 256690. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA LIFE 1.6 
EASY TRONIC 

56,000 miles. 

05 plate. 

New clutch. 

Timing belt. 

Four new tyres. 

£ 1 , 100 . 

01922 400300. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4 SXi 

2005. 3dr hatchback. 
Silver. 

10 months MoT. 
Service history. 

£695. 


0121 3281405/07980 
820505. 



VW POLO AUTO 

1996, 108,863 Miles, White, 
electric windows, air bag, MoT, 


new water pump. 
£600 

01922 613529 



FORD TRANSIT recovery truck, 
T350, 61 reg, 10 ton winch, new 
back, MoT, £6,150.07836 568903. 



FORD TRANSIT T260100 


2013. 63 plate. 
FSH. 

82,000 miles. 
Recently serviced. 


fv.i.K. vaim hint connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 

g ick-ups Open seven days. 
1902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 211 


CARS WANTED 


Dead or Alive! Runners/ Non Runners, 
MOT Failures. 

I Can Collect. Cash Waiting! 

_ 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans, i 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 


BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 

Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 


mm 


Local 

Information 



ELLEN ELIZABETH WALKER 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an interest 
in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 101 Scarborough Road 
Walsall WS2 9TR, who died on 03/06/2017, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 06/10/2017, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only 
to claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

ENOCH EVANS LLP 

6-9 Hatherton Road Walsall WS1 1XS 

TS0727S 


Long MoT. 
New tyres. 

£6,995. 
07967 041422. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CLUB Ecoflex 
Van. 2012. MoT. Very good condi¬ 
tion. £2,800 ono. 07966 284902. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


LEGAL/ 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
reguirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


y Walsall Council 

NOTICE OF INSPECTION OF ELECTION EXPENSES 

Election of Member of Parliament for 
Aldridge Brownhills, Walsall North & Walsall South Constituencies 

I, Paul Sheehan, Acting Returning Officer for the above Constituencies hereby give notice that 
the returns and declarations (including accompanying documents) as to election expenses of the 
under-mentioned Candidates and Election Agents can be inspected at Electoral Services, Council 
house, Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1AE, during normal office hours within the next two years. 


Name of Candidate - Aldridge Brownhills 

Name of Election Agent - Aldridge Brownhills 

Beech, Mark William 

Own agent 

Fisher, John Gary 

Grainger, Robert Arthur 

Garrett, Ian 

Sheward, Royston Mark 

Morton, Wendy 

Richards, Christopher 

Name of Candidate - Walsall North 

Name of Election Agent - Walsall North 

Hazell, Liz 

Craddock, Stephen 

Hughes, Eddie 

Andrew, Adrian 

Parasram, Isabelle 

Sheward, Royston Mark 

Winnick, David Julian 

Young, Patricia 

Name of Candidate - Walsall South 

Name of Election Agent - Walsall South 

Bennett, Derek 

Own agent 

Bird, James 

Hicken, Adam John 

Vaz, Valerie 

Robertson, Ian 

Wellings Purvis Anna Rachel 

Sheward, Royston Mark 


Dated Friday 14 July 2017 


Paul Sheehan Acting Returning Officer 


Department for Transport 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 


PLEASE 

Elaine (Elly Boobs) 
Of Walsall 


The Secretary of State gives notice of the proposal to make an Order 
under section 247 of the above Act to authorise the stopping up of two 
north western part widths of Airfield Drive and the whole of its former 
access mouth at Aldridge, in the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall. 

If made, the Order would authorise the stopping up only to enable 
development as permitted by Walsall Council, under reference 17/0052. 
Copies of the draft Order and relevant plan will be available for 
inspection during normal opening hours at Walsall Metropolitan 
Borough Council, First Stop Shop Office, Civic Centre, Darwall 
Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG in the 28 days commencing on 27 July 2017, 
and may be obtained, free of charge, from the address stated below 
(quoting NATTRAN/WM/S247/2931). 

Any person may object to the making of the proposed order 
by stating their reasons in writing to the Secretary of State 
at nationalcasework@dft.gsi.gov.uk or National Transport 
Casework Team, Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE4 7AR, quoting the above reference. Objections 
should be received by midnight on 24 August 2017. Any person 
submitting any correspondence is advised that your personal data 
and correspondence will be passed to the applicant/agent to be 
considered. If you do not wish your personal data to be forwarded, 
please state your reasons when submitting your correspondence. 

G Patrick, Casework Manager 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management Procedure Order 
2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications can 
be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www.walsall.gov. 
uk/planning. Representations can be made online, email: planningservices@ 
walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning and Building Control, Civic 
Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 1DG. Representations should be made 
within 21 days of the date of this notice.Please note: Your letter and personal 
details will form part of the planning file which is a public document and will be 
available for inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released 
as part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

17/0844 MsSuzette Donalds FOR: CHANGE OF USE TO A5 HOT FOOD 
TAKEAWAY. AT: 70, STAFFORD STREET, WALSALL, WS2 8DR 
17/0951 Mrs Maria Hall FOR: REPLACEMENT OF EXTERNAL LIGHT TO SIDE 
ELEVATION AND LIKE FOR LIKE REPLACEMENT OF FRONT DOOR AND 
DOOR FRAME. AT: 206, OLD BIRCHILLS, WALSALL, WS2 8QD 
17/0914 New River Retail FOR: CONSTRUCTION OF 4 APARTMENTS, 2 X 1 
BED AND 2X2 BED IN A 2 STOREY BLOCK WITH ASSOCIATED PARKING. 
AT: LAND REAR OF THE BELL INN, OFF THE GREEN, WALSALL 
*17/0902 SILVERLANE GREENGATE LIMITED FOR: DEMOLITION OF 
EXISTING BUILDINGS AND THE ERECTION OF 63 DWELLINGS, THE 
CREATION OF OPEN SPACE AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
WORKS AT: SUNNYSIDE FARM, NORTHGATE, WALSALL WOOD 
17/0843 Darlaston Builders Merchants FOR: PROPOSED BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS TO INCLUDE WAREHOUSE, ANCILLARY STORAGE AND 
ASSOCIATED WORKS AT: BOX POOL, DARLASTON ROAD, WALSALL 
The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of the 
development plan for the area. 


LONELY, BORED ALL DAY 

Single lady, Hednesford area 
would like to have Friends 
Male/Female, any age for 
spending time together and 

enjoying life. 

Box Number P20866, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 

LONELY LADY 75+ 

WLTM a Gentleman of a similar 
age group for Friendship during 
the evening. 

Non smoker preferred. 

Car owner preferred for days 
out. 

Recent photo (returned). 

Box Number P20865, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Contact Ken (Happy999) 
of Milton Keynes. 

Very important. 

I am very sorry and I love and 
need you. 

XXXXX 

Box Number P20873, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
PLEASE 

Elaine (Elly Boobs) 

Of Walsall 

Contact Ken (Happy999) 
of Milton Keynes. 

Very important. 

I am very sorry and I love and 
need you. 

_ XXXXX _ 

LOOK 

SEARCHING FOR 
B DICKINSON 

Was a Welder at Birmingham 
Burner Middlemore Lane, 

Aldridge, Walsall. 

Please get in touch. 

Box Number P20868, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



SILVERDALE FC 


New U14’s Girls Team. 
Outfield players required. 
School year 8 or 9. 
September 2017. 

Please contact 
Charlotte or Billy 

07450 952073. 07523 351879. 
TIVIDALE FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY/ 

WEDNESBURY TOWN 
YOUTH FC 

Are looking to add quality 
players in all positions for 
Stourbridge League Division 1 

Under 18’s. 
(Sundays). 

Contact Roy 07756 863032 for 
details and trial dates 
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Peter Boland and his successful Alcobendas youth team in his adopted home of Spain 


Peter with team-mates during his last game for the Alcobendas first team 



Peter is a now passing on his experience of the game 



Peter with a team-mate from the veteran’s XV 


Black Country man has 
Spain hooked on rugby 


IN the shadow of legendary football club 
Real Madrid, one Black Country man is 
helping to popularise a different sport in 
Spain’s capital. 

Football reigns as the national sport in Spain 
but rugby is gaining a foothold thanks to the 
help of Wolverhampton-born Peter Boland, 
who has called the country home for half his 
life. 

The 53-year-old’s influence on the game of rugby in 
his adopted home has seen him become recognised as 
one of the top 50 most influential people in the sport 
in the country. 

Boland, who was born in Wolverhampton and went 
to school in Wednesfield, is head coach of a junior 
side at Alcobendas Rugby, based in Madrid, and has 
turned them into Spanish champions. 

His knowledge of the game, which he picked up in 
the Black Country, is regarded so highly in Spain he 
has been asked to advise the Spanish Rugby Union 
about how to grow the sport nationally. 

Influential 

Remarkably, Boland was playing in Spain’s top 
rugby division up until he was 48 which earned him 
applause. 

He has been recognised by Spanish rugby magazine 
‘From 22’ who paid tribute to him and ranked him as 
the 46th most influential rugby person in the country. 

Boland, who lives with his Spanish wife and three 
children, called it ‘flattering’ to have been featured in 
the publication. 

He said: “I only got involved in Spanish rugby 
around 11 years ago. For the magazine to place me 
in the top 50 contributors to the sport, because of my 
playing and coaching and contribution, it has given 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Jamie Brassington 


“They said they had a veter¬ 
ans team, but I said I wanted 
to play again. I played in the 
top Spanish divisions until I 
was 48.” 


me huge satisfaction and is very flattering.” Boland 
got into rugby during his time at Ward’s Bridge Sec¬ 
ondary School, back in Wednesfield, thanks to the 
influence of his teachers. 

He played for his school team before turning out 
to represent Staffordshire, and during his time at 
Leeds University - where he studied a degree in mod¬ 
ern languages in French and Spanish - he played for 
Walsall. 

His university course saw him spend time in Spain 
and France. After graduating he went into the mar¬ 
keting industry, where he lived between London and 
Madrid. 

Through work, he moved to Spain in 1995 where he 
met his wife and built his life. 

Boland lives around 30 miles outside Madrid, but 
the club that he coaches at, Alcobendas, and his work, 
are based in the capital. 

His working life put a hold on his playing career in 
1995 and he didn’t start turning out again until 2006. 

“But at the ripe old age of 42 I turned up to Alco¬ 


bendas saying I wanted to play again,” said Boland. 
“They said they had a veterans team, but I said I 
wanted to play again. I played in the top Spanish di¬ 
visions until I was 48. 

“That put me on the (rugby) scene. I was recog¬ 
nised as a Brit who had integrated into Spanish life 
and started playing the highest level of rugby at 42.” 

After retiring from the first team, Boland turned to 
coaching a youth team at the club. His side, who were 
at under-12 level at the time, went on to beat London 
Irish during a friendly match - a result that surprised 
the opposition. 

But Boland, whose 13-year-old son plays junior 
rugby for the club, has not completely hung up his 
boots. 

He still plays at veterans level and represents the 
Spanish veterans side. In his younger days he used 
to play as a prop, but he moved to a hooker following 
advice from his former coaches. 

University 

He is also providing a helping hand to the ruling 
body. 

“Last year the Spanish Rugby Union had asked for 
advice, I work professionally in marketing and I teach 
at a university here,” added Boland. 

“For the last eight months, I have been advising 
Spanish rugby to build a strategic plan to build up 
rugby in Spain.” 

But rugby is still a small sport in Spain? 

“That is changing,” he said. 

“What happens in Britain, most schools play rugby 
and/or football. But it is not in the curriculum in 
Spain and it is down to clubs to get kids involved. 

“But rugby is growing by 20 per cent a year in 
Spain, there are now around 50,000 registered play¬ 
ers.” 


Himley to shine a 
light on proceedings 

HIMLEY are to further enhance their reputation as one of the leading 
lights on the club cricket scene. The Stourbridge Road club are set to break 
new ground by hosting a Birmingham League clash under floodlights. 

The club’s second XI will entertain Halesowen in a Premier Division Two 
game on Saturday, August 26, starting at 3pm. 

First team skipper Greg Wright, one of the leading lights behind the 
club’s Black Country T20 spectacular, said: “As a club we are proud to be 
staging the game and pleased to be pushing the boundaries for club cricket. 

“We put the idea to the Birmingham League and they were prepared to 
go with it. It will be interesting to see the contrast between batting first and 
then batting under lights in the longer format of the game.” 

The Black Country T20 competition,will see Himley, Brewood, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Stourbridge and Halesowen and a Staffs Clubs select XI do battle 
from August 21-26. More floodlit action follows on August 27 when four 
sides compete in finals day of the NatWest Under-19s Staffs Club T20. 


Players in swing for 
golf day fundraiser 

MORE than 80 golfers took to the fairways to a building society raised 
more than £5,500 for a local health and wellbeing charity. 

The West Brom staged its annual sporting fundraiser at The Stafford¬ 
shire Golf Club, near Wombourne, in aid of its nominated charity, the Ka¬ 
leidoscope Plus Group. 

Business partners, suppliers and staff joined forces to form 20 teams 
who did battle in a stableford competition, won by insurance broker AJ 
Gallagher. There were nearest the pin and longest drive challenges, while 
a raffle was also held to raise additional funds. 

The West Brom’s David Taylor, who helped to organise the event, said: 
“Our golf day is always very popular and the number of entrants is growing 
every year. All the players enjoyed themselves and to raise £5,500 for the 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group was a great effort from everyone who took part.” 

Monica Shafaq, Kaleidoscope’s chief executive, said: “The golf day repre¬ 
sents a terrific start to our partnership with the West Brom.” 


Shelley shows class 
to increase his lead 

ANOTHER four race wins ensured Burntwood race ace Lloyd Shelley 
walked away from Darley Moor with a second clean sweep. 

Shelley - who has now won a staggering eight straight races at the last 
two meetings - increased his lead in two classes at the Derbyshire circuit. 

The meeting included some fantastic battles out on track throughout the 
23 race programme, none more so than the duels between Shelley in the 
two Formula 600 and Sound of Thunder class races against Nottingham’s 
Tom Fisher. The results leave Shelley on 54 points in both classes, 12 points 
ahead of Steven Procter in the Formula 600 and 24 in front of Jamie Med- 
hurst in the Sound of Thunder. 

Anthony Eades and his Wolverhampton passenger Keith Box took the 
Open Sidecar honours on each occasion, recording two overall fifth places. 
The results sees the pair maintain their class lead on 54 points, with Brian 
Wilson and Mike Fairhurst second (32) and Ray Thomas and Neil Aslaksen 
(21) third. Dudley’s Mark Cockerton is second in the Classic 350 class. 
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Black Country man converting 
Spain into an oval ball nation 
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Draw leaves 
Walsall with 
drop threat 

A WINNING draw for Dorridge at Gor- 
way, lifted them above Walsall in the 
fight to avoid relegation but it could 
have been much worse for the hosts af¬ 
ter Dorridge reached 148-3 in reply to 
Walsall’s 172 all out. 

At that point, having played for some 
time through heavy rain, the players 
left the field and that was the end of the 
match. 

Walsall had slumped to 33-6 after 
David Ball (5-28) and James Ayres (3-65) 
made full use of a helpful wicket but 81 
from 119 balls from Billy-Jo Cox steered 
them to two batting bonus points. He 
and Paul Wicker (38) put on 69 for the 
ninth wicket but Dorridge were in the 
driving seat when the match was aban¬ 
doned with Barrie Forrester-Smith scor¬ 
ing 52 and Ball unbeaten on 45. 

Pelsall tightened their grip on the 
Staffs Clubs Premier league with a sev¬ 
en-wicket win over Beacon. 

Put into bat, the visitors were all out 
for 151, Pelsall reaching their target 
with three wickets down. 

Aldridge were sent packing by Ham- 
merwich all-rounder Craig Jennings. He 
took 5-20 to skittle Aldridge for 120 and 
hit 52 as his side edged home by a single 
wicket. 

Andrew Le Feaver scored 67 of Ruge- 
ley’s 246. Opponents Walsall YPF could 
only muster 158 in reply, Ali Fawcett 
with 4-22, as Rugeley won by 88 runs. 

Aaron Allcock’s 127, together with 54 
from Shakeeb Akhtar, took Bloxwich 
to 276-6, and they beat Rushall (182-7) 
by 94 runs. Inderit Sami and Tom Wall 
both scored half-centuries. 

Wolverhampton 3rds fell 156 runs 
short of Highcroft & Great Barr’s 295-9, 
for whom Mohammed Aqeeb hit 66. 

Whitney happy to 
throw Candlin in 
at the sharp end 

BOSS Jon Whitney claims he won’t be 
afraid to throw Mitch Candlin into the 
League One fray should the teenage hot- 
shot continue his rapid development. 

The 16-year-old academy product net¬ 
ted his third goal in two games to earn 
the Saddlers a 2-1 pre-season win at 
Chester on Saturday. He had previously 
scored both in a 3-2 defeat at Stafford 
Rangers. 

With Whitney’s search for a new 
striker remaining fruitless, there is an 
increasing chance Candlin could now 
enter the campaign as the club’s third- 
choice striker - but the manager will not 
be afraid to involve him. 

“Mitch looks like he belongs on the 
pitch,” said Whitney. “It’s important to 
for me to show the young ones there is a 
pathway for them. 

“He has a sniff back with the first 
team and has scored a goal. That is what 
you have to, he has taken his opportu¬ 
nity. I am hoping he can be involved.” 


Wyrley head for Wembley after hat-trick 

WYRLEY Juniors will be heading down Wembley Wyrley Juniors chairman Keith Hardy said: 
Way next month to follow up their FA Charter “The club was surprised but delighted to hear 
Standard Community Club of the Year award. that it had won the national award for the second 

It completed a treble after the club was also time in six years. This is magnificent recognition 
crowned Regional and National FA Charter f or the 100 plus volunteers within the club who 
Standard Community Club of the Year. g i ve up their time for the young people of the 

Club representatives will be at the National area.” 

FA Community Awards ceremony, presented at Staffordshire FA chief executive officer, Adam 
Wembley Stadium on Sunday, August 6, to collect Evans said: “This is the second time that Wyrley 
their award prior to the start of the FA Commu- have won the national award, testament to all 
Sare Michael, Adam Evans and Keith Hardy nity Shield clash between Arsenal and Chelsea. involved.” 



CLUB PITCHES IN 
FOR 3G SURFACE 


Family pride in martial arts skills 
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Making grade: Mark Wilkes, James Gardiner, Luke Gardiner and Kyle Wilkes 


SPORTING Khalsa will become 
the first Black Country non¬ 
league football club to install a 
3G playing surface as part of a 
£1 million makeover. 

The Willenhall-based side, who play 
at the Aspray Arena in Noose Lane, 
will benefit from a grant of nearly 
£600,000 from the Football Foundation 
and a further £75,000 from Sport Eng¬ 
land, with the club making up the rest. 

No other club in the region owns their own 
3G surface. The stadium upgrade will maximise 
community use and mean the surface will not 
suffer wear-and-tear throughout the Midland 
Football League season. 

Khalsa were established in 1991 as a Sunday 
League side by friends 
from a local Sikh tem¬ 
ple, many of whom are 
still involved today. 

The club enjoyed a 
memorable FA Cup 
run in 2015/16, playing 
FC United of Manches¬ 
ter in front more than 
2,200 fans at the As¬ 
pray Arena in the fourth qualifying round. 

Work will begin in the autumn with the goal 
of being ready for action next spring. Khalsa will 
ground share with AFC Wulfrunians’ at their 
CKW Stadium in Castlecroft until the work is 
completed. 

Khalsa secretary Inder Grewal said: “The re¬ 
vamp is a really big step for us as a club. The new 
surface will have all sorts of benefits. It means we 
can really maximise the use of the playing sur¬ 
face without having to worry about cutting up 
the pitch and making it unplayable. It means we 
aren’t at the mercy of the weather.” 

Khalsa first-team manager Ian Rowe believes 
the upgraded facilities will be a boost to his side 
in terms of recruiting players and not suffering 
from postponed games. 


THERE was brotherly love as a martial arts 
club’s youngest student passed his first grad¬ 
ing - and his sibling followed suit with his own 
yellow belt. 

Luke and James Gardiner have been training 
in the Japanese art of aikido for two years and 
are members of the Black Star club, in Ches- 
lyn Hay. Luke, 10, and James, 12, had already 
taken two full-day seminars at the club’s head¬ 
quarters in preparation of their first grading. 

Meanwhile, a father and son team demon¬ 


strated the ability in empty hand techniques 
to achieve their orange belt. Mark Wilkes, 46, 
and Kyle, 25, also demonstrated the traditional 
seven cuts of the wooden sword. 

The Black Star Aikido Organisation is host¬ 
ing the UK Budo Kamp 2017 Martial Arts In¬ 
ternational Event on October 14. 

Black Star Aikido runs Monday and Friday 
evenings at The Village Hall, in Pinfold Lane. 
Enrolment starts on September 4. For further 
details email info@blackstaraikido.com 



Inder Grewal 


Nap hand 
for Dario in 
pre-season 

Darlaston Tn (1874) 3 Coton Green 1 

ON a pristine playing surface at The 
Paycare Ground, a crowd of 100 wit¬ 
nessed Darlaston extend their pre-sea- 
son winning sequence to five games 
against last season’s Birnmingham 
County FA Vase finalists. 

The home side made an excellent 
start with Ant Follows, Sev Brzostowski 
and Scott Broadway all having shots on 
target in the opening few minutes. The 
pressure paid off after just six minutes 
when Hayden Hughes rose majestically 
to head home a Daryl Westwood right 
wing corner. 

The lead was doubled on 15 minutes. 
Hughes and Broadway combining to fin¬ 
ish off an excellent five man move, the 
latter converting froml5 yards. 

As Darlaston boss Andy Parkes con¬ 
tinued to make substitutions as he 
decides on the final composition of his 
opening day squad he made a further 
four half-time changes which unsettled 
the balance of the side for a while. Coton 
Green took full advantage pulling a goal 
back in the 49th minute. 

Darlaston withstood an onslaught 
and Hughes netted his second, charging 
down an intended clearance by keeper 
Bowen and scrambling the ball home. 

Parkes said he was delighted to keep 
the run going. “Coton Green are a good 
side and provided us with a great test,” 
he said. 

On Saturday Darlaston complete their 
pre-season campaign when Smithswood 
Firs visit the Paycare Ground, ko 2pm. 

wood edge out Pics 
in friendly match 

WALSALL Wood took the local bragging 
rights, beating Rushall Olympic 2-1 in a 
pre-season friendly at Dales Lane. 

The majority of Pics team was made 
up of trialists and one of them opened 
the scoring in the seventh minute when 
he latched onto a neat through-ball be¬ 
fore lifting home beyond the advancing 
‘keeper. It was the only goal of the first 
half. 

But Wood started the second pe¬ 
riod strongest and after Louie Harris 
had seen an effort fly over, they lev¬ 
elled through Callum McFarlane. Tony 
Clarke hit the winner with eight min¬ 
utes remaining. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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Window Blind Specialists 
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Call Free from a landline on: 

08081234 020 

or use your minutes on a mobile calling: 

033W121 2020 


Unit 15, Old Hall Trading Estate, Revival Street, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands WS3 3HJ 












































